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X/YB-35 "Flying Wing" 
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TECHNICAL DATA 



X/YB-35 Flying Wing 

Scale: 1/72 Kit No: 1277 



Price: E32.29 



Decal Options: 2 



Panel Lines: Recessed 
Status: Revised Issue 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 124. Clear 6 



Manufacturer: Italeri 



UK Importer: The Hobby Company 



US Importer: MRC 
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PEGASUS 



1:72 



Junkers CI- 1 0.1 01 




TECHNICAL DATA 



Junkers CM [J.1Q] 

Scale; 1/72 Kit No: 5005 



Price: £11.25 



Decal Options: 1 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Reissue 

Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 

Parts: Plastic 12. Metal 18 

Manufacturer: Pegasus 

UK Importer Freightdog Models 




SILVER CLOUD 



SCK7201 Avro 720 Mixed Power Interceptor 
(1/72™ complete resin kit) 



TECHNICAL DATA 



Avro 720 Mixed Power Interceptor 

Scale: 1/72 Kit No: SCK7201 



Price: £29.99 



Oecal Options: 2 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: New Tooling 

Type: Resin 

Parts: Resin 23. Clear resin 1 



Manufacturer: Silver Cloud 



UK Importer: Freightdog Models 
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CASAC-212-200M Aviocar 
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TECHNICAL DATA 



CASA C-212-200M Aviocar 

Scale: 1/72 Kit No: MS-125 



Price: £TBC 



Decal Options: 4 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: New Tooling 
Type: Vacform 



Parts: Vactorm 30. Plastic 46. Vactorm Clear 19 



Manufacturer: Broplan UK Importer: Aeroclub 
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COASTGUARD 
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Sptf/ire LF Mk. Vc 



TECHNICAL DATA 



Spitfire LF Mk Uc 

Scale: 1/48 Kit No: 1137 



Price: £3199 



Decal Options: 4 



Panel Lines: Recessed 



Status: Revised Tooling 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 

Parts: Plastic 91, Clear 9. Resin 2. Etched 115 



Manufacturer: Eduard 



UK Importer: Hannants/LSA 



US Importer: Squadron 
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SBD 5 Dauntless 




TECHNICAL DATA 



IDF Kfir C2 and C7 Double kit 

Scale: 1/144 Kit No: 4608 



Price: £8.32 



Decal Options: 1 



Panel Lines: Recessed 



Status: Reissue 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts-. Plastic 34 {x2), Clear 1 (x2) 



Manufacturer llalori 

UK Importer: The Hobby Company 
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TECHNICAL DATA 



Douglas SBD-5 Dauntless 

Scale: 1/48 Kit No: 2673 



Price: £25.43 



Decal Options: 5 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Reissue 



Type- Injection Moulded PJaslic 
Parts: Plastic 101, Clear 13 



Manufacturer: Italeri 



UK Importer: The Hobby Company 
US Importer: MRC 
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TECHNICAL DATA 



Grumman F6F-5 Hellcat 

Scale: 1/48 Kit No: 8222 

Price: £22.50 



Decal Options: 4 



Panel Lines; Recessed Status: Revised looh;-g 

Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 

Parts: Plastic 132. Clear 18, Resin 4. Etched 106 



Manufacturer: Eduard 



UK Importer: Hannants/LSA 



US Importer: Squadron Includes canopy masks 
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Scale Aviation Modeller Ajjr.12009 



West/and Welkin AfTMk// 




TECHNICAL DATA 



Westland Welkin 


NF Mk II 


Scale-, 1/48 


Kit No: 219 


Price: £86.40 


Decal Options: 1 


Panel Lines: Recessed 


Status: New Tooling 


Type: Resin 


Parts: Metal 3. Vadorm 


Clear 2. Resin 53, Etched 22 


Manufacturer: Special Hobby 



UK Importer: Kannants US Importer: Squadron 



HawkT.Mk.l 




TECHNICAL DATA 



BAe Hawk T Mk 1 

Scale: 1/48 Kit No: 2669 



Price: £19.56 



Decal Options: 5 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Reissue 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Paris: Plastic 113, Clear 8. Etched 18 
Manufacturer: Italeri 



UK Importer: The Hobby Company 



US Importer: MRC 
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TECHNICAL DATA 

Focke Wulf Fw 190A-G Special Issue 
'Hajo Herrmann' 

Scale: 1/48 Kit No: RK001 



Price: £49.93 



Decal Options: 1 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Revised Tooling 
Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 154, Clear 8. Resin 2. Etched 74 
Manufacturer: Special Hobby 



UK Importer: Hannants US Importer. Squadron 



Bl 109E-1 




TECHNICAL DATA 



Messerschmitt Bf 109E-1 

Scale: 1/32 Kit No: 3001 



Price: £47.99 



Decal Options: 4 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: New Tooling 
Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Paris: Plastic 152. Clear 4, Etched 50 
Manufacturer: Eduard 



UK Importer: Hannants/LSA 



US Importer: Squadron 
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Fokker DrJ 



TECHNICAL DATA 



Fokker Dr.l Weekend Edition 

Scale: 1/48 Kit No: 1137 



Price: tm 



Decal Options: 1 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Revised Tooling 
Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 69 



Manufacturer: Eduard 



UK Importer: Hannants/LSA 



US Importer: Squadron 
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This quite remarkable package 
contains a complete Eduard Fw 190 
kit, a limited edition poster signed by 
Herrmann himself, and a two-piece 
resin bust of the ace. It's a real 
collectors' piece and we look forward 
with interest to seeing what subjects 
will follow it up. 
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PREVIEWS 



Pacific Pete 

F1M2 Type Zero Seaplane ( Pete) Model 11 



If you had asked me what a Zero was, 
like most modellers, I would have 
described the Mitsubishi fighter, but 
there was another Zero - the F1M2 - 
codenamed Pete by the allies. This 
aircraft is a combination of a 
streamlined elegant fuselage with an 
old fashioned biplane layout, designed 
to spot targets for battleships, a role it 
seldom performed, the 1,000 aircraft 
produced carrying out patrols, 
reconnaissance and convoy escort 
duties instead. 

This kit sets new standards for 
Hasegawa with a cockpit and engine 
that is so well detailed that purchasing 




TECHNICAL DATA 



F1M2 Type Zero Seaplane [ Pete] 
Model 11 

Scale: 1/48 Kit No: IT096 



Price: £25.99 



Dccnl Options: 3 




Panel Lines: Recessed Status: New Tooling 
Type: linjection Moulded Plastic 
Parts: Plastic 114, Clear 14 



Manulacturer: Hasegawa 
UK Importer: Creative Models 



• YI-23 YI-23 

• L-2-II L2 II • 





a resin replacement is pretty pointless. 
Being a floatplane Hasegawa have 
supplied a nice beaching trolley on 
which you can display your model, and 
three marking options are supplied, all 
finished in green over grey camouflage. 
Hasegawa have released a separate 
etched detail set for this kit, placement 
schematics for which are included in 
the instructions for the kit, so don't try 
to find them in the box! This fret will 
include rigging wires, seatbelts, bomb 
fins and rudder pedals as well as 
replacements for the plastic 
centre-section struts. Being a 



Hasegawas kit assembly should be 
straightforward, and as this is a pacific 
based floatplane you can go to town on 
the weathering to make your model 
really stand out from the crowd. 
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TECHNICAL DATA 



Koolhoven FK.51 Dutch East Indies 

Scale: 1/72 Kit No: 72175 



Price: £14 99 



Decal Options: 4 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Revised Tooling 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 42. Resin 1. Etched 29 



Manufacturer: Special Hobby 



UK Importer: Hannants US Importer: Squadron 
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TECHNICAL DATA 



XF5U-1 Flying Pancake 

Scale: 1/48 Kit No; 216 



Price: £53.99 



Decal Options; 1 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Hew Tooling 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Metal 3, Vactorm Clear 2, Resin 3 



Manufacturer: Special Hobby 
UK Importer: Hannants 
US Importer: Squadron 



VOUGHT XFSU-1 Fifing Pancake 
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Avia 8-33 




TECHNICAL DATA 



Avia B-33 

Scale: 1/48 



Kit (Jo 48047 



Price; £30i 



Decal Options: 4 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Revised Tooling 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 108, Clear 4. Resin 22, Etched 50 



Manufacturer: Special Hobby 



UK Importer Hannants US Importer: Squadron 





TECHNICAL DATA 



Supermarine Seafire Mk HI 

Scale: 1/48 Kit Wo.- 48052 

Price; £21,50 



Decal Options: 3 



Panel Lines: Recessed 



Status: Revised Tooling 
Type; Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 83, Clear 7. Etched 26 



Manufacturer: Special Hobby 
UK Importer: Hannants 



US Importer: Squadron 



Canopy masks included 
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DASSAULT Falcon 50M Surmar 




1/72 



Parts: Vaclorm 31, Plastic 50, Vaclorm Clear 15 



Manufacturer Broplan 



UK Importer: Aeroclub 



TECHNICAL DATA 

Dassault Falcon 50M Surmar 

Scale: 172 Kit No: MS-123 

Price: CTBC 
Decal Options: 1 



Panel Lines. Recessed 



Status: New Tooling 



Type: Vaclorm 



36 3G 3B 
3B 3G 36 
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TECHNICAL DATA 

DB-8 Bombers over South America 

Scale: 1/72 Kit No: 72553 



Price: £18.50 



Decal Options: 5 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Revised Tooling 

Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 

Parts: Plastic 53, Clear 3, Resin 13, Etched 24 

Manufacturer: Special Hobby 

UK Importer: Hannants US Importer: Squadron 
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CASAC-212-200Avlocar 




1/72 
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TECHNICAL DATA 



F2G-1/2 Super Corsair 

Scale: 1/48 Kit No: 48079 



Price: £22.90 



Decal Options: 3 



Panel Lines: Recessed 



Status: Revised Tooling 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 68, Clear 6, Resin 76. Etched 33 



Manufacturer: Special Hobby 



UK Importer: Hannants 



US Importer Squadron 




TECHNICAL DATA 

CASA C-212-20DAviocar 

ScalB; 1/72 Kit No ; MS-124 



Price: £IBC 



Decal Options: 3 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: New Tooting 



Type: Vaclorm 



Parts: vactorm 30, Plastic 46. Vaclorm Clear 19 
Manufacturer: Broplan UK Importer: Aeroclub 
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PEGASUS 



1:72 



Martinsyde F.4 Buzzard 
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TECHNICAL DATA 
Martinsyde F.4 Buzzard 

Scale: 1/72 Kit No: 4016 



Price: EIBC 



Decal Options: 2 



Panel Lines; Recessed Status: Reissue 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 11, Metal 12 



Manulacturer: Pegasus 

UK Importer: Frcightdog Models 



It's been a long time since we have seen 
Pegasus kit in these pages, and now 



Freightdog are reissuing the range we 
look forward to more of the compact 
little boxes. The kit includes injection 
moulded main parts, white-metal details 
and a length of plastic strut from which 
to fabricate your own parts. 
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Specialist Mail Order Service 

We accept all Credit and Debit Cards - Cheques and Postal Orders Welcome 



Mail Order Hours 10am - 5pm FREE* DELIVERY WORLD WIDE! 01473 464311 

Tuesday - Saturday (24hr anSWerphone) * 50p postage on orders below £5.00 * Excluding Books/Magazines 




MiG-17PF Fresco D '"• 



l/72nd Huey -IB or 1C 
Hobbyboss £9.99 





Hobby Boss 1/48 
MiG- 17PF Fresco D 
€14.67 




6AT0R &UE 
£4.25 PER POT 



Hasegawa 1/72 
E-2C Hawkeye 2000 US Navy £32.99 



Call for our FREE Kit List 



Paints from 

Xtracrylix 

Tamiya 

Vallejo 

lifecolor 

We ship paints 
on their own 
CALL for 




Airfix 1/48 B.2/B.20 
£29.99 



Revell 1/32 Ju 88A-1/4 
£29.36 

(Due to the size of the box. there is a 
postal surcharge for overseas delivery) 



_ Use the best! Eclipse Airbrushes 
£127.98 (inc. delivery) 



>— . " ■ ' rr ^-- f * Sprint Compressor £190.00 

£ Eclipse * Sprint £299.99 (Save £17) 

Special Iwa ta Sprint Jet Kits 

I from €269.99 

LIA/QTQ (Choose your Airbrush) 

Compressor, Airbrush 
leaner. Liquid Reamer 
ner, 6 Lifecolor Paints 




FREE colour charts Authorised Dealer Lifecolor Matt White & Black 

FREE* Delivery on Internet or Mail orders - 01473 464311 - All usual credit cards accepted + Paypal 




XMod 




www . sbxmodels .co.uk 
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Shigeo Koike is one of the finest aviation artists in 
the world today. He depicts his subjects with almost 
photographic accuracy, but Koike has more than an 
observant eye— he has an artist's vision, too. This 
new book is a collection of his latest work. It includes 
images of 60 aircraft from all eras of aviation. It 
features full English and Japanese text, with original 
Japanese commentary by renowned aircraft 
researcher Toshio Fujita. The English translation is by 
HLJ's own Scott T Hards. 

The book itself is beautiful, too: hard-cover, 
printed on heavy gloss art paper in large, 38 x 
28.5cm format. It also includes a dust jacket and a 
matching cardboard sleeve. 

Order your copy from HLJ and we'll send you a 
free gift: the cardboard sleeve for his previous 
softcover collection, Flying Colors 2\ 



J) Hobb y I ink 
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Reviews 



Fiat G.55 Centauro 



PACIFIC COAST 

CHRIS BUSBRIDGE 



1/32 



This is the first 1/32 model I 
have reviewed for SAMI and 
what a great subject to work 
on! Moulded in a blue/grey 
plastic, the surfaces have a very shiny, 
polished finish with neat, evenly 
engraved panels that are all present and 
correct, although there are a few 
additional vertical panel lines on the rear 
fuselage compared to the Ali d'ltalia 
drawings. It is up to the modeller if they 
wish to fill these lines in. The edges of 
some parts had a slight angle, probably 
to ease removal from the moulds, so it's 
necessary to square off some items such 
as the radiator panels to get a clean fit. 
The relatively small coloured photo-etch 
covers instrument faces, seat belt parts, 
toggle switches and oil cooler radiator 
screens. The resin parts are excellent 
and cover the wheel well (including the 
rear of the engine), cockpit 
floor/sidewalls and instrument panel, 
exhausts, and mainwheels. The tyres are 
the correct diameter (19mm), but they 
should be 6.5mm wide. It will be 
possible to use the wheels from M. di 
Terlizzi's 1/32 C.205 detail set, which is 
currently under preparation. This will 
necessitate modification of the 
undercarriage forks to allow the wider 
tyre to fit properly. 

Construction 

Before starting construction in earnest, I 
tackled the trailing edges of the main 
wing parts as they are too thick and 





TECHNICAL DATA 



Scale: 1/32 



Kit No: 32001 



Pnce: £TBC 



Decat Options: 5 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: New Tooling 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 64. Resin 12. Etch 55 Clear 5 



Manufacturer: Pacific Coast Models 



UK Importer: Cammett 



have to be thinned down considerably 
on their inner faces to get a more 
realistic look. 

There has been some debate about 
the correct cockpit colour for the G.55, 
ranging from zinc chromate (as used in 
the only surviving airframe), to interior 
pale green and interior grey. It is 
commonly thought that the Rat G.50 
had a grey interior, so I used this colour 
for the G.55 (the instructions suggest 
verde anti-corrisivo). When completed 
the cockpit looks terrific and fits easily 
inside the fuselage, the halves of which I 
had already joined together. The exhausts 
have to be painted up and installed at 
this point as well, as it will not be 
possible to add them at a later stage. 

Some of the resin towards the rear of 
these exhaust parts will have to be 
removed to allow clearance for the rear 
engine part to fit properly. This is the 
only modification required during the 




whole sequence, although I did open up 
the shell ejector chutes on the lower 
wings, as well as the nose gun troughs. 
This part is moulded as an insert and 
needs to be blended into the fuselage 
perfectly, leaving no seam. This ts the 
only part that needed any filler. 

The two upper wing parts were glued 
to the fuselage next. This allows tor 
perfect alignment along the wing root. 
The lower wing is in three parts, which 
is unusual. I recommend gluing all three 
parts together first, allowing plenty of 
curing time. Fortunately the resulting join 

is easy to clean up. 

The plastic rear wheel well bulkhead 
had its edges squared off before gluing 
in place on the lower wing. Failure to do 
this will mean a lower wing that will not 
meet up with the top wing correctly. The 
rest of the resin wheel well parts fitted 
perfectly. 




The radiator faces slot into grooves on 
the lower wing recess and again their 
edges should be squared off before 
gluing the fairing in place. The stabiliser 
parts were next to be installed, along 
with various smaller items such as 
teardrop fairings, scoops and wing guns 
etc. The canopy fitted perfectly and was 
carefully masked, with the gap in the 
rear temporarily filled to avoid overspray 
into the cockpit. 

Colour Options 

The decal sheet provides four schemes - 
banded, Luftwaffe style, lozenge or dark 
olive green. I chose one of my favourite 
G.55 schemes, namely the banded or 
'herringbone' pattern. With an overall 
Nocciola Chairo applied first, bands of 
Verde Oliva Scuro were carefully 
airbrushed with subtle variations to 
avoid getting straight edges. Grigio 
Azzuro Chairo was used for the lower 
surfaces. All colours were from White 
Ensign Models enamel range. The black 
spiral on the white spinner was hand 
brushed. 

The decals are printed by Cartograf 
and are very dense. There was no 
transparency to the white at all. 

Conclusion 

Pacific Coast Models have done this 
aircraft justice. Having been ignored 
for some time, now there are plenty of 
good kits in both 1/72 and 1/48. This 
one is perhaps the best, as the large 
scale really suits this aircraft and 
helps to show off its clean lines, 
which have been captured perfectly on 
this model even down to the offset 
rudder. Highly recommended for all 
Italian aircraft enthusiasts as well as 
other modellers who prefer to work in 
this scale. 

m SAf.ii _ 
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REVIEWS 



F-22A Raptor 



ACADEMY 

ANDY MCCABE 



1/48 



On the 29th September 1990 
Lockheed Martin first flew 
the prototype YF-22, this was 
later to become the F-22A 
Raptor and is a fifth generation fighter 
aircraft that utilises stealth technology. 
The first F-22 was delivered to Nellis 
Airforce base in Nevada on the 14th 
January 2003 and a Dedicated Initial 
Operational Test and Evaluation began in 
earnest on the 27th October 2003. 
Powered by two Pratt & Whitney Fl 19- 
PW-100 Pitch Thrust vectoring 
turbofans, at attitude the F-22 can reach 
Mach 2.25 or supercruise at Mach 1 .82. 

The kit is enclosed in a large stout 
box, and when you lift the lid off you are 
hit with a pretty impressive sight. The 
upper fuselage / wing section is a single 
large moulding that sits on a tray type 
insert inside the box base. This is a 
huge, impressive piece of injection 
moulding, which is matched by another 
equally large lower fuselage part 
underneath the tray. Also lurking below 
are a further four huge sprues of grey 
plastic, one clear and one smoky clear 
sprue, making around 275 plastic parts 




in all. There is also one huge decal sheet 
and two sets of instructions, one for the 
build and one for decal placement and 
painting. All in all this is a very 
comprehensive product from Academy. 

Can't wait to get started on this one, 
so here we go. 

Construction 

The cockpit tub is a one-piece moulding 
to which the instrument panel and 
ejector seat assembly are fitted. The 
instrument screens on the main panel are 
supplied as decals but the surrounds to 
these instruments have raised details 
which need painting prior to the decal 
placement. When painted and detailed 
the panels look very realistic. The kit's 
Aces II ejector seat is made up from 
seven separate parts, and whilst it looks 
quite good it does not quite match the 
replacement Aires seat i decided to 
purchase. The cockpit assembly is quite 
simple to build but very effective virtually 
straight from the box. 

From hereon the construction consists 
of building sub-assemblies for 
installation inside the fuselage, beginning 
with the main weapons bay, where the 
level of detail is astounding with all of 



F-22A M|iP'Oa.f|ceFigh!er 




Scale: 1/48 
Kit Not 



Price: 



Decal Options: 32 



Typeilnjection Moulded plastic 



Status: New Tooling Manufacturer: Academy 
UK Importer: Toyway US Importer: MRC 



the necessary framework and wiring 
runs faithfully reproduced as raised 
detail. The two flanking AAM bays are 
single-piece mouldings, which again 
have superb detail, and also placards 
from the decal sheet. 

The next assembly is the main wheel 
well, and with this fitted to the lower 
fuselage section the two intakes are 
assembled and slotted into place, which 
only leaves the rear engine faces and 
exhaust tube assembly - which again 
slots into the lower section of the 
fuselage. 

The navigation lights fit to the inside 
of each upper and lower wing parts, and 
are provided either in the clear or smoky 
plastic. I used the clear and with a 
cocktail stick dropped clear red and blue 
into the recesses then painted over the 
back with silver paint. 

The cockpit tub was glued to the 
upper wing/fuselage moulding and the 
upper and lower sections of the fuselage 
and wings were glued together. The joint 
was perfect, without the need for any 
filler at all. Likewise the fit of the tail 
parts, which was so good they could 
have been left off and fitted after 
painting. 

Two types of elevon are supplied, and 




they can be modelled either as dropped 
or level, while the clamshell doors on the 
exhaust can be shown either open or 
closed. 

At this stage the cockpit opening was 
masked and the model was sprayed with 
primer, as the fit of the parts is so good 
very little correction work was needed 
before the main paint scheme could be 
applied. 

A large variety of munitions is 
supplied, including six AIM-120C AAM, 
two AIM-9M AAM, two AIM-9X AAM 
and two GBU-32 bombs - oh. and two 
600gal External Tanks. Each and every 
missile, bomb or tank is accompanied by 
a myriad of stencils and decals and each 
one is a work of art in its own right. 

Colour Options 

The instructions give various paint 
manufacturer's references and also FS 
numbers for the main paint scheme. I 
like Xtracrylix so I duly purchased 
XA1132 Light Grey. XA1157 Dark Grey 
and XA1136 Light Ghost Grey. The 
whole model was sprayed with the Light 
Grey, then with a mixture of Blu-Tack and 
masking tape the camouflage on the 
upper surfaces was marked out then 
sprayed with the XA1 157 Dark Grey. The 
width of the bands on leading and 
trailing edges is very specific on the 
plans, down to two decimal places, and I 
toyed with a few ways of doing this 
accurately before I had a brainwave. 
Using a digital calliper set at the 
prescribed width I carefully scribed lines 



using the leading or trailing edge as a 
guide, and when all were done masking 
tape was applied along the scribed lines 
and the light grey was sprayed on. The 
result was far better than I could have 
anticipated. 

The engine exhaust area was masked 
off and painted with a mixture of 
Humbrol Gunmetal and bronze to give a 
burnt metal look. 

There are no less than 18 different 
fighter squadron options on the decal 
sheet, which along with the standard 
stencils and insignia makes for a very 
comprehensive set indeed. The decals 
supplied with the kit are by Cartograf and 
are superbly printed and not a single 
problem was encountered, even down to 
the tiny stencils on the missiles. 

Conclusion 

Wow! If you have seen January 2009's 
issue of SAMI then you will have seen 
David Francis's article on this kit. I 
second every single word he says, and 
the photos in this article will give you a 
good idea as to the quality of Academy's 
latest 1/48 offering. There are a few 
misleading decal placement numbers on 
the instructions that may catch out the 
unwary, but apart from this the kit is 
flawless. 

It makes up into an awesome model 
of the F-22A Raptor; the presentation, 
plastic parts, and decal sheet are spot 
on, and I can't really find anything 
negative to say, as it is a superb kit. 

• SAMI 
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REVIEWS 




Sikorsky S-6 1 N 



WHIRLYBIRD 

BY ANDY MCCABE 



1/72 



The S-6 IN version made its 
first flight on the 7th August 
1962 being virtually identical 
to the S-61L but is designed 
for overwater operations by having the 
SH-3 floats and more powerful CT58- 
110 engines. The S-61 has proved to 
be a stalwart and reliable aircraft and 
many are still in operation around the 
world. 

The Whirlybird kit is a true multi- 
media kit in every sense, featuring 
resin, white metal, clear and white 
plastic sheet, brass rod and etched 
brass parts. The resin parts are very 
crisply cast with exceptional detail, as 
are the white-metal parts. 

One decal sheet provides two 
versions of BEA aircraft, which are very 
nicely printed. The instructions are in 
full colour with photographs of the S-61 
currently being used by the MCA in the 
UK. Two colour sheets provide port and 
starboard views for the colour schemes. 
Assembly instructions are included with 
these, along with notes on the relevant 
parts that need to be raided from the 
donor Revell Sea King kit. 

Construction 

The build begins by removing the resin 
parts from their casting blocks and 
cleaning them up. The cockpit is built 
up from a combination of resin, 
white-metal, etched brass and parts 
from the Revell kit and when finished is 
very impressive and, unlike many kits, 
can be seen when the model is 
finished. This assembly is fitted into 
one of the fuselage halves ready for the 
next stage, which is the passenger 
cabin. 

Supplied with the kit is a strip of 
styrene for the cabin floor and rear 
bulkhead, and templates for these are 
included in the instructions. There are 
no seats included for the cabin so I 
took it upon myself to scratch build 
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TECHNICAL DATA 



Scale; 1/72 



Price: £36.00 



Kit Ho: WB A72-050 
Decal Options: 1 



Panel Lines: Recessed 



Type: Resin Conversion (requires Revell kit) 



Manufacturer: Whirlybird US Importer: Linden Hill 



them as I thought they would be visible 
through the cabin windows. Whirlybird 
have subsequently released a set to go 
with these conversions. 

After this the two fuselage halves 
were joined and the Revell cockpit 
canopy was masked and fitted. This 
was virtually a perfect fit and required 
very little filler. 



were used. These are fitted to the 
fuselage by a combination of 
white-metal and brass rod parts. 

The main rotors are again a 
combination of Revell, resin, 
white-metal and etched parts. The S- 
61 had balance weights above the rotor 
head, and these are supplied as 
white-metal blocks that need to be 





Seats were scratch built for this review sample, but Whirlybird have now released a set, 
which will be available seperately. 



The tail rotor pylon is a solid resin 
part that fits into the hole left in the 
tail, and to this the resin tailplane is 
fitted along with the white-metal 
tailplane support. The undercarriage 
sponsons are supplied as two versions, 
either with or without flotation bags. 
The BEA versions in the reference 
photo's I have do not show the flotation 
bags so the resin parts without them 



drilled at one end then glued to the 
etched frame. This assembly then fits 
onto the rotor head. New replacement 
resin rotor blades are supplied, which 
glue directly onto the Revell rotor head 
and these have a cast-in droop to them 
so that when fitted they sag realistically 
as on the real thing. The tail rotor is 
taken from the Revell kit without 
modification. 



The Revell kit's undercarriage is used 
but etched strengthening plates replace 
the moulded ones on the Revell parts. 
The rear undercarriage is the standard 
Revell component. 

Numerous other etched parts are 
supplied for hinges, grab rails, door 
handles, glide slope antennae etc. All 
were fitted after the final paint scheme 
had been applied. 

The model was now complete. 

Colour Options 

Two options are available with this 
particular conversion kit: 

• S-61N BEA Red Square Scheme, G- 
ATBJ, white upper airframe, black 
stripe over windows and engine 
housing, lower surfaces light grey, 
BEA red on sponsons. 

• S-6 IN BEA Skipjack Scheme, G- 
AWFX, white upper airframe, blue 
over windows, engine casing and tail, 
light grey lower surface, BEA red on 
sponsons and tailplane. 

I had chosen the Skipjack scheme 
and masking and painting was done 
accordingly. The decals are densely and 
crisply printed and do not show the 
darker colour through the white on the 
tail, or the red on the tailplane. 

Conclusion 

This is a very comprehensive 
conversion kit from Whirlybird and an 
outstanding one as well. A lot of work 
is required, as there are a lot of parts 
but the end result makes it all 
worthwhile. I would like to see the HM 
Coastguard version of this kit as I 
would imagine it to be even more 
impressive. 

This was a blast from the past for 
me as I can recall seeing these 
helicopters on the ground and in the air 
whilst on holiday in Great Yarmouth 
many years ago, so nostalgia took over 
and fuelled the research. Ahh, those 
hot summer days when life was much 
easier and global warming and credit 
crunches were four separate words in a 
dictionary! 

An exceptional kit and a must for 

any helicopter fanatic. 

• SAM I 
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Graphic Air 



PREMIER AIR EXTRACTION 
AND FILTRATION SOLUTIONS 




Prices that will Blow You Away! 




Removes odours, fumes 
and particulates 

Large work area for 
artwork and 3D models 

No need for a face mask 

No installation costs 

Lifetime Warranty 




DAYLIGHT LAMPS 

Working under an award winning 
Daylight lamp will give you far better 
results. Colours will be easier to match, 
details and text will be sharper 
and as Daylight lighting is eosier on 
the eyes, you'll be able to work more 
comfortably for longer 



iwata 



Triggering 

the imagination 

iwata scale model kits 
KIT INCLUDES; 

ixvuta compressor * iwuta revolution airbrush 
Medea airbrush dooncr • PrcmAir Itquid R*aroer 
• PremAir looming cleaner 
■ 8 LifeCotar ocrylic points 22ml 
• LifoCotor thinner 22ml 



www.graphicair.co.uk • T: 01423 522836 • E: info@graphicair.co.uk 
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PLASTIC MODEL KITS 

Visit an official website & e-shop at www.cmkkits.com 



SM32032 




SH72189 



Polikarpov 1-16 
"Finnish Service" 

SD72181 ~~ 






1/72 

SH72182 



Fokker D.XXI 
"Post War Service" 
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Hawker Tempest Mk.ll Fiat Q.56 

"IAF and RPAF" V72 1/72 "prototype with DB603 Engine" 




72555 

Wellington Mk.IV 
"R-1830 Engines" 




Production 
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Kl-43 'Ouar'Atts of 
World War 2 



NEW w 1/48 Lancaster Osprey Oscar Aces 
Tamiya\ "Updated"! $17.25 
$73.50 



BEST 
PRICES! 

Punch & Die Sets 
from Waldron! 




■ £3 




GREAT 
STUFF! 



Precision: $48~ 
Sub-Mini: $86.00 





Vickers 
Valiant 



COMING SOON! 
from Haseqawa 
1/48 TA-4J $42.00 





www.rollmodels.com 




orders@rollmodels.com 




Phone 763.545.0399 


Fax 763.545.0899 j 


MODELS^ 


P.O. Box 27066 
Golden Valley, MN 
55427-0066 USA 



ANN ANTS 



One-stop shopping for modellers 
Order online at www.hannants.co.uk 




XTRAKit of the month! 




Eduard 

1:32 Messerschmitt BM09E-1 

152 plastic parts, Color photo-etched 
details, 4 camouflage variants, 
Express mask 

£47.99 



No 1 for Mail Order 



We stock the largest ranges of 
plastic, resin and vacform kits, 
accessories and conversions, 

photo-etch sets, paints, 
airbrushes, tools ands books. 
Everything under one roof from 

Academy to Zvezda. We 
specialise in decals and stock 
ALL available sheets from just 
about every manufacturer in 
existence. We carry over 21,000 
items from all over the world. 



UK Distributors for MPM, Azur, Special Hobby, Eduard, Classic 
Airframes and many more. If it's advertised or reviewed in this 
magazine try us first. We probably have it in stock now. 



FRANCE source: U.K. M L^Tq Australia ;H dBBIE5 

ab TOY'S - oddyramf@aol.com sourco: IB1ET* LV- 1* 1*3 source: ■BBBiHi 

TMA - josefem andoztma@wanadoo.fr. sales@hannants.co.uk sales@hobbtesaustralia.com.au 



Mail Order: 

(all major credit cards accepted) 

Harbour Road, Oulton Broad, 
Lowestoft, Suffolk 
NR32 3LZ England 
UK local rate number: 

0845 130 72 48 

Tel: 01502 517444 (8 lines) 
Fax: 01502 500521 



Hannants London: 

Unit 2, Hurricane Industrial Estate, 

Grahame Park Way, Colindale, 

London NW9 5NQ 

Tel: 020 8205 6697 
Next to the RAF Museum, Hendon 

Email: colindale@hannants.co.uk 

www.hannants.co.uk 
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AZUR-PRROM ■ 

CHRIS BUSBRIDGE 



1/72 



This model is cleanly moulded 
in grey plastic, with good 
surface detail and nicely 
rendered fabric surfaces. 
There is a photo-etch sheet, a few resin 
parts, as well as two vacform and one 
injection moulded canopy. The nicety 
printed decal sheet has markings for 
three aircraft, all sharing the same 
camouflage scheme of dark green 
uppers and blue-grey lower surfaces. 

Construction 

Construction is quite conventional. The 
parts for the all-grey three-seater cockpit 
interior is comprised chiefly of plastic 
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IAK 39 



Scale: 1/72 



Kit No; FR001 



Price: £21.99 



Decal Options: 3 



Panel Lines: Recessed 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 43. Resin 9, Etched 30. Clear 4 

Vacform Clearl 

Manufacturer: Azur-Frrom UK Importer: Hannanls 



US Importer: Squadron MMO 





parts, including tubular sidewall 
framework, along with resin machine 
guns, etch seat belts and a large resin 
instrument panel. The instructions tell 
you to modify the upper deck and thin 



the fuselage from the inside where the 
resin instrument panel should go. The 
instrument panel part has to be altered 
as well in order to get a good fit, and 
although dials are moulded into the 



Zeppelin Lindau CS. 1 



CH0R0SZY 

DAVE HOOPER 



1/72 



»P€Uh WNDAUCS 



" E6TP + 



The Zeppelin Lindau (perhaps 
better known as the Dornier) 
CS.l was a prototype fighter 
of all-metal construction 
intended to replace the Hansa 
Brandenburg W.29, however its 
performance was poor, so the three 
prototypes were recommended for 
trainer work although the war ended 
before they were used for this purpose. 
The kit consists of the usual myriad of 
well moulded pale yellow pieces and a 
large decal sheet. While the resin 
mouldings are good they are not the best 
I have seen from this company and the 
floats in particular had quite a few pit 
marks. The instructions are reasonably 
easy to follow and well laid out. A set of 
scale plans is included although the side 
view is simply a scaled down version of 
the box cover art. 

Construction 

The first step is to fit the engine into the 
fuselage. This is a beautiful piece of 
moulding and 1 did debate not using it 
on the basis that it won't be seen on 
the finished model, however I eventually 
opted to go with the instructions and 
include it. This is easier said than done 
as the cowling requires hollowing out in 
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Scale: 1/72 


Kit No: B93 


Price: E26.50 


Decal Options-. 1 


Panel Lines: Recessed 


Status: New Tooling 


Type: Resin 


Parts: Resin 63 


Manufacturer: Choroszy 


i)R Importer Aeroclub 





order to give the cylinders the space 
they require. As is typical with Choroszy 
models the cockpit is highly detailed 
although the lack of any kind of cockpit 
floor makes it a little trickier to fit than 
on most kits. Once the engine and 
cockpit were in place the fuselage 
halves could be closed and this was 
done fairly easily. 

The most disappointing part of this 
kit is the wings. These have been 
depicted as being flat as a pancake with 
no shape or contour whatsoever, which 
does not conform to photographs of the 
CS.l's wing framework, which I found 
in Cross & Cockade voil3 no.4, or for 





that matter the included plans. The rest 
of the kit went together relatively easily 
although I did not fit the gun in the 
observer's section as I could find no 
photographs of the type with a gun 
fitted in this position. AH the float struts 
were replaced with Strutz to avoid the 
risk of warpage once the model was 
finished. As final touches the exhausts 
were cut down to size and the fins on 
the ailerons were modified with spare 
parts from the kit in order to look more 
convincing. 

No rigging was added, as once the 
review photographs were taken I would 
be scratchbuilding replacement wings. 

Colour options 

Only three CS.ls were ever built and 
this kit provides decals for the second, 
8502. My interpretation of colours on 
this aircraft is a little different than 
those suggested by Choroszy but the 
fuselage was probably either bare metal 
or light grey. The fabric flying surfaces 
were covered in a naval hex lozenge, 
while the undersides were either pale 
blue or CDL. Choroszy suggest that the 



floats should be mauve, but I suspect 
they were more likely grey. The Naval 
Lozenge is a little suspect in that the 
sizes of each hex are much larger than 
the size specified by the SVK (Seaplane 
testing command) in the late-war 
period. The colours of the supplied hex 
conform to an interpretation of the 
colours commonly used by kit 
manufacturers. I printed off a 
replacement, which I felt conformed to 
SVK orders at that time. I had mixed 
experiences with the rest of the decals, 
some of which broke and needed 
replacing. 

Conclusion 

Choroszy produce some very fine 

models, but I have occasionally come 

across one that doesn't meet my 

expectations. Its not all bad news 

though, the kit is nicely engineered and 

goes together reasonably easily, 

especially if you opt to omit the engine, 

which won't be seen anyway. Personally 

I would have preferred an accurate set 

of wings. 
• SAMI 
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resin part, an etched instrument panel 
and film are supplied as well. 

When all the interior detailing and 
painting is completed, the clear fuselage 
glazing panels are fitted before closing 
up the fuselage and the large cockpit 
canopy can then be fixed in placed and 
masked. The rest of the assembly is 
trouble free, although the large upper 
wing and cabane struts should be left 
unassembled at this stage. The 
instruction sheet suggests you relocate 
the wing strut mounting points on the 
lower wing 40mm away from the 
fuselage. It should really be 35mm. 
Failure to do this will mean an upper 
wing that sits too high. The struts are 
the correct length and should not be 
shortened to compensate. 

Colour Options 

The camouflage scheme is RLM 65 



lower surfaces and RLM 71 upper 
surfaces, as per instructions. I used 
Xtracolor enamels, which leave a glossy 
finish for the decals. The white fuselage 
band and lower wingtips were 
airbrushed white. The two other 
schemes have yellow bands and 



wingtips, with one of them also having 
a yellow cowl. The wooden propeller 
finish is done using a brush-painted tan 
base with clear orange also brushed 
over it. 

The decals application takes very 
little time, although the fuselage and 




lower wing roundels should be swapped 
around as the fuselage roundels did not 
fit. The oversized rudder tricolor is 
allowed to dry thoroughly before 
trimming away the excess. 

Conclusion 

Overall, a pleasant kit to build but not 
without its problems, especially when 
the instructions ask you to make a few 
admittedly easy alterations to the kit. 
The drawings in the instructions show 
the aircraft with elliptical wingtips but 
after looking at period photos the kit's 
rounder shape appear to be correct. 
The cowling diameter looks too small 
and should have a rounder front 
profile. That aside, it is still a worthy 
release and despite being a limited-run 
type it was not too difficult to put 
together. 
• SAMI 
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COLIN PICKETT 
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From the drawing board of Karel 
Dlouhy, and first introduced in 
March 1956, the Czech-built 
LET {Letecke Zavody Aircraft 
Corporation) L-13 is a two-seat training 
glider of all metal construction, the only 
exception being the fabric covering on 
the control surfaces. Bridging the gap 
between the classic wooden gliders of old 
and the carbon fibre computer-designed 
modern sailplane, the LET L-13 will hold 
a place in many English modellers' 
hearts as being the aircraft they enjoyed 
their first true flight in as part of the Air 
Training Corp (ATC) 'Flight Experience.' 

The Czech company Profiline have 
chosen to make a model of this 
legendary glider as their maiden kit 
release and it comes on two 
medium-grey sprues in a standard size 
open-end box, along with a sprue of clear 
plastic with a very thick canopy and an 
A5 instruction booklet and a generous 
sheet of decals. 

Construction 

Construction starts with the cockpit area, 
which is constructed of two simple 
bucket seats, two control columns and a 
pair of instrument panels in their 
cowlings. Paint choice in this area is left 
to your imagination and I found a few 
pictures on the Internet on which to base 
a generic interior scheme - the clue is in 
the fact the L-13 is of alloy construction. 
A quick plunder of the cavernous spares 
box yielded a set of etched harnesses to 
give a bit of extra detail in the very 
visible crew quarters. 

Test fitting the fuselage halves showed 
that there were no major problems so 
things were stuck with glue and taped up 
to dry overnight. 

The canopy provided is thicker than 
an A-10's armoured windshield, which 
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Scale: 1/72 



Kit No: 7001 



Price: £TBC 



Oecal Options: 3 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: New Tooling 
Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 23 Clear 1 



Manufacturer: Protilino UK Importer: Hannants 



US Importer: Squadron MMD 



meant that it fouled the instrument cowls 
inside the cockpit and hung over the 
edge of the surrounding fuselage as well, 
with the canopy frame being very thick in 
depth. After pondering the merits of 
plunge moulding or vacforming I 
dismissed the idea as the result would 
bulge like a big bug-eye when it was 
made to meet the cockpit sides. I 
grasped a sanding stick and started 
reducing the sides of the kit canopy both 



inside and out until it fitted with only a 
slight amount of material over. Taking the 
now well scratched item I proceeded to 
polish the canopy with ever finer grades 
of Wet and Dry before moving onto Jiff 
cleaner, toothpaste and finally polishing 
compounds. A dip into tub of fresh Klear 
restored the clarity enough to satisfy my 
basic needs. 

With the canopy in place and masked 
up with Tamiya tape it was on to the 
wings, as these overlap the canopy at the 
rear. The wings are a real weak point in 
the kit in all senses as they are held in 
place with a simple butt joint. After 
shearing them off twice I decided to 
install a couple of fuse wire spars to make 
things a bit stronger. This also helped 
with achieving the correct wing geometry. 

The tail surfaces were installed with 
very little drama in comparison to the 
wing and I very quickly moved on to the 
painting stage. 

Colour Options 

The kit comes with a very comprehensive 
decal sheet, providing options for four 
aircraft, including US, Czech and Pseudo 
Japanese schemes, but the one for me 



was the Air Training Corps machine, as it 
would fit nicely into my line-up of RAF 
aircraft. A coat of Alclad Aluminum 
sorted the base colour out with hi-viz 
bands of identity red. The decals are 
commendably thin but not so fragile as 
to break up in the water dish, the only 
problems encompasssing the nose 
stripes, which were hand painted in the 
end. The decal sheet also comes with a 
couple of markings to make canopy vents 
and these were very effective. 

A final coat of Klear sealed the whole 
scheme in to give a tidy finish. 

Conclusion 

For a first effort from a fledgling company 
this is a tidy kit. Yes there are areas that 
could be improved, and no doubt 
Profiline will be doing just that on 
subsequent releases, but on the whole 
it's great for a quick and simple build of 
what must be one of the most successful 
gliders in history, if not one of the 
prettiest. I enjoyed this kit for all its little 
niggles and like the flying that the full 
scale L-13 represents. This kit is grass 
roots modelling at its finest. 
•SAM 
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JVHG-25PD 



ICM 

ANDY BROOK 



1/72 
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The ICM box top describes the 
MG-25PD (Foxbat E in NATO 
parlance) as a 'heavy 
interceptor fighter,' and shows 
two aircraft, fully armed, climbing hard 
on afterburners. Developed from the 
original MiG-25P (Foxbat A), the MiG- 
25PD had more advanced avionics, 
engines and weapons systems. ICM 
actually provides options for both the PD 
and for the similar PDS, which was a 
MiG-25P upgraded to PD standard. 

The kit has ninety-eight parts on three 
soft grey plastic sprues, with finely 
inscribed recessed panel lines, and one 
clear sprue. All are sealed in one plastic 
bag. which fits snugly into the sturdy 
box. The instructions, in Russian and 
English, consist of one sheet of A4, 
folded in half, with fourteen small 
diagrams, which provide a very basic 
guide to construction, and a separate A5 
sheet for the colour options. 
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Scale: 1/72 



Kit No: 72171 



Price: £14.65 



Occal Options: 2 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Mew Tooling 

Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 

Parts: Plastic 95, Clear 3 



Manufacturer; ICM 



UK Importer: Creative Models 
US Importer: Dragon USA 




Construction 

I broke with tradition and assembled the 
central fuselage section first. This builds 
into a strong and weighty item but the fit 
is unclear and a lot of dry fitting is 



needed. What I failed to do at this stage 
was to establish with absolute certainty 
where the main undercarriage legs would 
sit The wheel bays, which form part of 
this central section, are reasonably 
detailed, but they have no obvious 
locating points for the legs, and it would 
have been easier to have sorted this out 
here than when the model was nearly 
completed. 

The main wings are one-piece affairs 
and needed some trimming and filler to 
fit well. The arrangement for the rear is 



rather clever, as the rudders are moulded 
with the after part of the fuselage, thus 
avoiding the problem of trying to fix the 
pair separately at the same angle. 
However, the holes for the tailplanes' 
locating pins were missing, so I had to 
drill these out The instructions 
recommend fitting the exhausts at this 
stage, but I left them off until later to 
ease painting. Beware though, they need 
thinning down to fit snugly into the rear 

of the fuselage. 

The cockpit tub has seven parts but is 



Dornier Do 1 7K 
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RS MODELS 

BY CHRIS BUSBRIDGE 



This limited-run multimedia 
injection kit is moulded in 
pale brown plastic with very 
even, restrained, engraved 
panel lines. The photo-etch sheet is 
coloured where appropriate, such as on 
the instrument panel and seat belts. 
The resin includes parts for some 
internal sidewall detail and the radial 
engines, which have separately 
moulded cylinders, and the clear 
injection-moulded parts are very good, 
being thin and clear with well defined 
framework, which made it easy to 
mask with tape. The decal sheet has 
markings for Yugoslavian, Regia 
Aeronautica. and Bulgarian aircraft, all 
with a similar style of camouflage. The 
Italian scheme is for one of two 
captured Yugoslavian aircraft. 

Construction 

The instruction sheet diagrams show a 
sequence of sub-assemblies, starting 
with the attachment of the pilot seating 
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Scale: 1/72 
Price: £27.40 



Kit No 92031 



Decal Options: 3 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Revised Tooling 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 57. Etch ed 51, Resin 27. Clear 8 
Manufacturer: RS Models UK Importer: Ha nnants 
US Importer: Squadron MMD 




to the cockpit flooring and continue 
with the undercarriage units, the main 
wheel well fairings, main wing, 
engines, tail surfaces and engine cowls. 
It's only at stages 10, 11, and 12 that 
work resumes on the internal details of 
the fuselage. There are two large resin 
parts for each sidewall, with a rear 
bulkhead in plastic. Location of these 
parts is indicated on the instruction 




sheet and is a little vague, but after a 
few attempts, it does fit snugly when 
one comes to closing the fuselage. 

The only deviation I took from the 
recommended sequence was on the 
main wing assembly. The 
wing-to-fuselage join is where it could 
potentially go wrong, so it made sense 
to me to glue the top wing part to the 
assembled fuselage first. Quite a few 
test fits and careful clean-up of the 
mating surfaces was necessary to get 
as neat a join as possible and to 
minimise the amount of filler needed. 
Only then were the lower wing parts 
glued in place. With all the sub- 
assemblies already done, the rest of the 
kit went together very quickly, although 
the cockpit and nose glazing needed 
careful sanding along the edges to get a 
neat fit 

Colour Options 

The camouflage colour callouts were 
Dark Earth FS20118, Chocolate 
Brown FS20045 and Dark green 
FS24079 with Light Blue-Gray lower 
surfaces. I did a bit of research and 



did not come up with much, except 
alternatives based on RLM colours. I 
went with Xtracolor RLM 65 lowers 
and RLM 71 green uppers with 
patches of brown and pale sand that 
looked a close match to the colour 
schemes printed on the back of the kit 
box. These patches were sprayed 
through paper masks to avoid 
overspray. The decals had a very thin 
varnish, so care was needed in their 
application, but there was no silvering. 
A satin varnish was applied to get a 
nice finish to the model. 

Conclusion 

This is my favourite version of the 
Dornier Do 17. Its streamlined look 
was somewhat lost when the 
glasshouse model appeared. I am not 
aware of any other Do 17K kits, but 
this model is certainly a worthy one. Its 
construction does require careful 
preparation but, as the images 
hopefully show, a decent looking kit is 
possible. Recommended for modellers 
with experience of limited-run type kits. 
• SAMI 
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completely devoid of detail. Options are 
either to use the Pavla resin set for the 
Condor MiG-25P or to find some suitable 
decals from the spares box. The nose 
section is butt-jointed on to the main 
fuselage, but it needed some trimming to 
fit. This design may give ICM the option 
to produce other variants, but it is a point 
of weakness, so I recommend using 
supergiue to make sure it stays together. 
The intakes needed careful dry fitting and 
lots of filler to get them into what I took 
to be the correct configuration. Once 
again, the fit is poor and the instructions 
are little help. 

The canopy comes in two parts. It is 
clear, if a bit thick, but care needs to be 
taken with masking, as the indications 
for the framing are not very distinct. Fit 
was not great, so I decided to pose it 
open, using a scratch-built strut to 
provide the necessary support. 

ICM provides a comprehensive set of 
underwing stores. The two versions of 
the AA-6 ACRID (radar- and infrared- 
homing warheads) looked accurate 
enough but the four AA-8 APHIDs were 
poorly moulded. ! decided to use the 
four ACRIDs, together with the huge 




central fuel tank. The instructions say 
the tank is only for the MiG-25PD, but I 
found diagrams of what claim to be PDS 
versions with the tank. If fitted, it 
enhances the powerful look of the 
aircraft but it also adds to the loading on 
the undercarriage. 

Despite my inability to find their 
locating points in the main wheel bays, 
supergiue ensured the legs were, at 
least, securely fastened to the fuselage. 
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PLATZ ■■■ 

BY BRUCE LEYLAND- JONES 

These aren't perfect kits, but 
they're close... jolly close! 
Two kits in a box, each with 
beautifully engraved parts. 
Nothing is overstated and yet a coat of 
paint won't hide it all. Transparencies 
are crystal clear, providing canopies 
with subtle framing and an instrument 
panel. I wasn't sure of the point of this, 
but as it comes with an integral 
gunsight, it'll save hours of searching 
for dropped pieces later on. 

There is a supply of bombs, rocket 
tubes and a large belly tank. There's a 
choice of three props, Hamilton 
Standard, symmetrical and 
asymmetrical Curtiss Electric. The only 
bit of flash I found was on the prop tips 
and on the pitot tubes, which are an 
integral part of the port wing. 

The instruction sheet is in Japanese, 
but as the diagrams are clear enough, 
you can easily work out what's what 
soon enough. 

Paint call-outs are in Japanese and 
refer to Gunze products. I used 
Humbrol. 

Construction 

Having two kits to make, I was spared 
the dilemma of 'gear up' or 'gear down' 
and chose to build one of each. 
Assembly began in the cockpit. I used 
H75 Bronze Green, with a black 
instrument panel. There's no control 
column supplied, so I added a piece of 
stretched sprue, and knowing that the 
canopy framing would obscure most of 



the internal detail, I simply added a 
pair of masking tape strips to represent 
harness and that was enough. For my 
in-flight example I added an Aeroclub 
1/144 pilot. 

Joining the fuselage halves together 
confirmed the perfect fit of parts and, 
before I knew it, I'd added taitplanes 
and the aerial mast, both of which 
were commendably thin. The engine is 
one piece and would certainly give the 
best resin a run for its money, with the 
complex radiator intake being a 
separate piece. Mr. Metalcolor Dark 
Iron, dry-brushed with Stainless, 
brought out the detail and I was 
chuffed to find that the cowling is a 
snug fit. This meant that I could attach 
this without gluing and remove it to 
display the engine. I'm sure some uber- 
detailers will have fun with this feature. 

The wing-to-fuselage join is very well 
thought out, leaving no gaps 
whatsoever and negating any need for 
sanding. Canopies were added and the 



But, the main legs on the MiG-25 are 
angled backwards and ICM has, 
commendably, modelled them almost to 
scale thickness. Taking those two factors 
together, the main undercarriage will not 
support the weight of this heavy model. 
With care and trepidation, I managed to 
pose the completed aircraft for the 
photographs but it is only a matter of 
time before one or other of the legs 
collapses. 



Colour options 

The options in this kit are all in overall 
light grey, with metallic shades around 
the rear. Painting instructions are also 
given for the three different missile types. 
Decals are provided for four aircraft, two 
M1G-25PD (Ukrainian and Libyan) and 
two MiG-25PDS (Soviet and Iraqi), but 
there are no stencils. Colour references 
are given for the Model Master range, 
with US military paint names, as welt as 
simpler Russian equivalents. I used 
various Xtracrylix RAF greys and Games 
Workshop acrylic metals. The decals are 
commendably thin and adhered well to 
the surface of the kit, with no silvering, 
but they were very prone to splitting. 

Conclusion 

Any modeller who really wants a 1/72 
model of this version of the MiG-25 
needs to be prepared to scratch build a 
stronger undercarriage. Despite my 
reservations, I have to admit the model 
does look impressive when completed. 
ICM has replicated the 'heavy' look of 
this Soviet fighter well, unfortunately in 
more ways than they probably intended! 

• SAMI 




fit of these was also spot on. 

The undercarriage bays contain nice 
detailing. For my grounded Jug, the bay 
doors and the gear itself all fitted 
nicely, with no problems. The wheels 
are nicely done and the overlap of the 
doors is accurately reproduced. 

For my in-flight bird, there were 
problems as there is no provision for 
modelling the gear retracted and some 
fettling was required. The kits aren't 
perfect and, to my mind, this one 
feature stops them being so. 

Colour Options 

Both got an overall coat of H106 
Ocean Grey and then upper surfaces of 
H66 Olive Drab. 
Decal options are for: 

• Lt. Frank Klibbe's Little Chief from 
the 56th FG 

• Capt. James W. Wilkinson's Miss 
Behave" from the 78th FG 

• Capt. Walker 'Bud* Mahurin's Pride 
of Atlantic City NJ from the 56th FG 



• Lt. Col. Stanton T. Smith Jr.'s Kay of 
the 80th FG 

I opted for Little Chief and Miss 
Behave. I erred in decalling the former, 
but the chequered decal for the latter's 
cowling worked a treat, once I'd cut 
some slices into the front edge, The 
invasion stripes and red rudder decals 
were a bit oversized, but a coat of Klear 
crisped these up and I was able to slice 
off the excess with my trusty blade. 
The decals conformed to the surface 
detail, were opaque and in perfect 
register- 
Conclusion 

I'm sorely tempted to buy another box, 
so that I can redecal my Little Chief 
and still create the other two schemes. 
At this scale, four take up the space of 
only one in 1/72. 

Now where did I put those 
Bubbletops? 

• SAMI 
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F-16D 

HOBBYE S|H 

GARY JARMAN 



1/72 



On opening the box you are 
presented with five sprues, 
each in its own bag, the 
instructions, decal sheet, and 
a colour painting and decal placement 
guide. At first glance the kit looks good 
with crisp moulding, engraved panel lines 
and the decal sheet is well printed. 

Construction 

There is nothing complicated about 
building this kit. The instructions are 
good and the parts go together well. 
Cockpit detail is basic and the canopy 
very clear, so doing some basic 
enhancements (seat belts and some dry 



Roland C.II 



EDUARD 

MIKE KING 



1/48 



Coming in the standard Eduard 
style orange box, the kit 
comprises seventy-nine parts 
beautifully moulded in 
caramel plastic along with two brass 
frets, one pre-coloured, a small clear 
sprue and a pair of decal sheets. There 
was no flash present at all, the trailing 
edges are sharp and the surface detail is 
extremely well moulded and restrained. 
The instructions are the exploded 
pictorial type, perfectly printed on heavy 
glossy paper and are typically clear and 
concise without any errors. 




Construction 

The interior is as complete as you're going 
to get in any scale and contains the 
majority of the etched detail parts. There 
is some fantastic moulded-on detail in the 
interior realistically representing the spiral 
wrapping of the ply skin. 

The engine is adequately detailed and 
more than sufficient for what can be seen 
when installed and trapped in place. 
There is a choice of exhaust depending on 
which scheme you choose and I hollowed 
out the end to give some depth and a 
more realistic look. 

Both the wings are one-piece full-span 
mouldings and while the top wing fits in 
place perfectly the lower one needs 
careful attention to alignment and some 
filler round the joint. The interplane struts, 
being streamlined ply, are simplicity itself 
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TECHNICAL DATA 



S cale: 1/72 
Price: £9.77 



Kit No: 30275 



Decal Options: 2 



Panel Lines: Recesse d Status: Hew Tooling 

Type: Injeclion Moulded Plastic 

Parts: P lastic 47, Clear 2 

Manufacturer. HobbyBoss 



UK Importer: Creative Models 



US Importer: Squadron 



Roland C.II 




mm 

TECHNICAL DATA 



Scale: 1/48 
Price: £13.50 



Kit No: 8043 



Decal Options: 4 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Hew Tooling 
Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 69. Clear 6, E tched 85 
Manufacturer: Eduard 



UK importer: Kannants/ISA 
US Importer: Squadron 



to install, and there's none off that pesky 
finagling and trimming either. 

I would suggest painting and decalling 
the build before putting the upper wing in 
place - fairly common with a biplane 
anyway, but more important with the 
decals for this scheme. 

The undercarriage is easily installed 
and the positioning of the indentations 
moulded in the fuselage to accommodate 
the struts is spot on. The wheels come 
with their own painting masks which are 
easy to use and accurate. 

The tailplane was now added and the 
horizontal elements aligned well, thanks 
to a one-piece brace. A testament to the 
exceptional quality of the moulding in this 
kit showed itself when I held the model 
up to check alignment and the sun 
showed through the tail except for the rib 
areas of the rudder - beautiful! 

The guns are plastic mouldings but 
have the option of etched brass for the 
cooling jackets and details such as the 
cocking levers and sights. They give an 
amazingly realistic look to the finished 
model, which is just not possible in any 
other medium, even resin, but they fill me 





brushing) will make the finished kit look 

that little better. 

The fuselage is split into top and 
bottom halves and these go together 
well, although some filler is required 
along this join line near the front of the 
fuselage. However, the work required is 
not in an easily visible area so is not a 
major issue. 

When building this kit it is worth 
considering the decals before you put the 
ventral fins on (parts B13 and B19). If 



you are going to model the Thunderbirds 
version leaving these off until after you've 
put the decals on will make your life a lot 
easier. 

This is what I would call a 'quick 
build' kit Undercarriage doors, for 
example, have a large tab which slips 
into a slot on the fuselage. The 
undercarriage is nicely moulded, with 
some crisp detail, but is basic and fairly 
simply engineered. 




with dread at the thought of all that 
folding and bending. I annealed the brass 
first and used the plastic barrels, sanded 
of detail, as the former for rolling the 
metal jackets round. They wrapped well, 
a smear of superglue kept them together 
and once annealed don't need painting. 
They are then added to the plastic 
breeches, the detail parts added and the 
end result is, possibly, the best looking 
guns from any manufacturer I have seen. 
The mounting for the observer's 
Parabellum is also etched brass and looks 

good too. 
Colour Options 

Four options are included: one overall 
blue with fish scale decals, a brown and 
green sharkmouthed option, a purple and 
green machine, and finally a brown and 
green unarmed flying school option (not 
unarmed, not with those lovely guns!). I 
opted for the overall pale blue version 
resplendent in scales and dopey face. 
Luckily 1 had a pot of LifeColor RLM65 





lightened with white that I had mixed up 
for a rash of Albatrosses that did the job 
and looks pretty good. 

All the elements of both decal sheets 
are extremely well printed, glossy, very 
thin but robust and conformed very well 
to the exquisite surface. They don't like 
much movement, but if wetted they can 
be slid in place easily enough. I soaked 
them with setting solution and once dry 
they only needed a little cut and tuck here 
and there to settle down and snuggle onto 
the surface. 

Conclusion 

Every part of this kit exudes quality; the 
mouldings are crisp and precise, all 
ejection marks are hidden, there is no 
mould slippage or flash and the parts all 
fit with pretty much perfect precision. 
The brass is the best I've seen, 
particularly the pre-painted fret, and 
those gun barrels are (reasonably) easy 
to work with and look absolutely 
stunning. When I asked the Editor if it 
was the Weekend version he was 
sending he replied that it was more like 
a six-week version with all the brass. 
Well not quite, but it certainly deserves 
to have that sort of time, or at least as 
much time as possible, lavished on it 

All I need now is for some kind 
manufacturer to produce a 1/48 state-of- 
the-art R.E.8 and I'll spend many happy 
hours reconstructing that Airfix Dogfight 

Double box art! 
•SAM 
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Colour Options. 

You have a choice of two colour schemes. 
The USAF Thunderbirds and a USAFE 
aircraft. I chose to do the Thunderbtrd. 
The decals, as with the kit, are good, but 
basic in that you are not given a great deal 
of stencilling. With the Thunderbirds 
scheme HobbyBoss have attempted to 
provide all the coloured stripes and shapes 
as decals, which can be applied over a 
base coat of white. They are well printed 
and bed down well, and I used Micro Set 
and Micro Sol on them with no problems. 
What I did find though, was that the 
decals were very brittle once dry, so make 
sure if you are cutting any excess off that 
you do so with a very sharp knife. 

Decal 19 is the red band that goes 
round the nose of the aircraft. I never did 
manage to work out how it was actually 
supposed to be applied in order to get the 
desired shapes. I did it as best I could but 



ended with horrible looking folds and 
bumps on the decal. In the end I removed 
it and masked and painted the area 
instead. 

Decal 28, which is the body of the 



Thunderbird on the underside of the 
fuselage, is a large decal that needs to be 
cut into at least two pieces to apply. The 
decal goes round the main undercarriage 
bay, and because elements of the main 




undercarriage are integrally moulded onto 
the wheelbay bulkhead it is very difficult 
to get the decal round these parts. As 
mentioned earlier, it's best to leave the fins 
off until you've put this decal on, 
otherwise you'll definitely have to cut it 
into many small pieces. Trust me, I speak 
from experience. 

Conclusion. 

This is an easy kit to build. The parts fit 

well and the decals are good. The overall 

dimensions look right when compared to 

photos and to kits from other 

manufacturers. And finally, you get a 

really good looking kit straight from the 

box without having to practice your 

plastering and filling skills, and if you're 

not too concerned about the rivet count, 

or if you're new to modelling, then this is 

a great kit. 
•SAM 



A-4E/F/G Skyhawk 



ITALERI 

BY MIKE WILLIAMS 



1/48 



A-4 E/F/Q Skyhawk- 




This kit was originally produced 
by ESCI back in the late 
seventies and this is Italeri's 
latest version of it. Some nice 
boxart adorns the lid, which holds three 
large sprues of medium grey, slightly soft 
plastic and one clear sprue. A superb 
decal sheet and Italeri's usual style of 
fold-out instruction sheet are also 
provided, with paint colours referred to 
using Model Master and FS numbers. 

One anomaly that I found was that 
the sprue containing the fuselage halves 
had recessed panel line details and the 
wings had finely raised, a strange 
combination, which would need dealing 
with for continuity. Parts not for use are 
greyed out on the sprue map at the 
beginning of the instruction sheet. First 
impressions then, are promising. 

Construction 

Cockpit details as supplied are 
rudimentary and the four-part ejection 
seat bears little resemblance to the real 
thing, being far too chunky and narrow. 
Blank side consoles and instrument 
panel are catered for with decals, which 
I applied after a coat of Dark Gull Grey 
for the interior surfaces, The cockpit tub 
sits atop the nosewheel bay and the 
fuselage can be closed up around it, not 
forgetting to add nose weight. Intake 
cheeks are added and are rather shallow 
but aren't too bad if painted dark grey 
inside. 

Next I rescribed the raised panel line 
details on the wing surfaces to match 
the fuselage halves. The wings are 
moulded as one-piece lower and 
two-part uppers and fitted with no 
problems at all with the small exception 
of the lower rear fuselage-to-wing joint 
which needed a smear of filler to make 
things flush. The dorsal electronic 



TECHNICAL DATA 



Scale: 1/48 



fit HQ: 2671 



Price: £12.99 



Decal Options: 4 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Reissue 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 84. Clear 2 



Manufacturer: llaleri 



UK Importer: The Hobby Company 



US Importer: Model Rectifier Corporation 



counter measures (ECM) 'hump' needs 
adding next if the A-4F model is being 
made, and this is simply omitted if the E 
or G is being built. The only options as 
regards flying surfaces are the separately 
moulded leading-edge slats, which can 
be modelled deployed; flaps, tailplanes 
and airbrakes are all moulded closed. 

The undercarriage is nicely moulded 
and fits very positively into the relative 
locations within the wheel bays. The 
underwing stores were assembled as per 
the instructions and all seams were 
cleaned up in a short space of time and 
I was ready for painting before I knew it. 
The canopy was masked up with tape 



515 



I 






and masking fluid before being attached 
in the closed position, helping to hide 
the lack of detail inside. 

Colour options 

Four options are provided on the decal 
sheet. 

• 1 A-4F USN, VA-55, USS Hancock, 
1972 

. 2. A— 4F USN, VC-5 Checktails NAS 

Cubi Pt, Philippines 1972 
■ 3. A-4E USN, VC-2 Blue Falcons, 

NAS Oceana, 1970 

• 4. A-4G Royal Australian Navy, 805 
Sqn.1973 

I chose VA-55 and started by using 
the decals provided for the wingwalks 
and anti-glare panel as templates for 
masking these areas, after painting them 
dark grey and black respectively. This 
gives a much neater look and saves 
fiddling around with complex curves on 
the nose for the anti-glare panel decal. 
With the dark grey in the airbrush I 




applied a preshade over some of the 
main control surfaces and various panel 
lines and hatches before spraying Gun2e 
Flat White and Light Gull Grey for the 
main colours. Two coats of Klear were 
airbrushed on to gloss the surface for 
decals. 

The decals all performed exceptionally 
and are very opaque. The one thing I 
will mention here is that the stencils, 
whilst comprehensive, are somewhat 
oversized. A comparison with a decal 
sheet from another 1/48 Skyhawk 
seemed to confirm this. 

A few weathering streaks with mid 
grey and smoke were applied before a 
final matt coat using Xtarcrylix Flat 
Varnish thinned with their own thinners. 

Conclusion 

Neat kit of a neat aircraft, simple as 
that. Whilst not entirely accurate in the 
cockpit area and the aforementioned 
dubious decal sizing, it's a nice kit and 
has stood the test of time well. The 
strange mix of raised and recessed panel 
lines won't be a problem for many 
modellers I'm sure, but I thought the 
issue should be raised (pun intended) 
whilst in review. It's far from 
state-of-the-art in comparison with the 
competition for a 1/48 Scooter, but it 
looks right and builds very well at half 
the price, while being far more than 
half the kit. Recommended to all. 

• SAMI 
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Accessories 



Pipe Dreams 




AEROCLUB 



An all-new tool of the English Electric 
Lightning in 1/72 would have seemed 
impossible to many just a few years ago. 
but last year Trumpeter produced a very 
nice kit, to modern standards, but with a 
small sting in the tail. The shape of the 
rear fuselage was inaccurate and spoiled 
the look of the model, but now Aeroclub 
have produced a simple one-piece resin 
replacement that completely replaces the 
rear section and also includes seamless 
exhausts, featuring some nicely detailed 



afterburner petals. 

A mixture of text and pictures is 
provided by way of instructions, and a 
small amount of filler will be required to 
match the inaccurate Trumpeter fuselage 
shape to the correct Aeroclub part, but 
this is a fairly straightforward operation. 



1/72 



English Electric Lightning Corrected Jet 
Pipes 

Product No: V237 



Designed lor: Trumpeter 



Price: £3.50 




Conclusion 

This is an essential purchase for anyone 
who has a Trumpeter Lightning in the 



pending pile. While you are ordering this, 
Aeroclub also produce a white-metal nose 
ring and radome which add some much 
needed weight to the forward fuselage, 
and with a little work the metal nose ring 
can be polished to produce a realistic 
metal finish. Aeroclub, of course, also 
produce an ejection seat, which is far 
superior to the kit's basic plastic example. 

Items can be ordered from Aeroclub 
by phoning (01 15) 9670044 or by 
visiting their website at www.aeroclub- 
models.com 

• SAMI 



Wheel Deal 




AEROCAST 



A new manufacturer has sent us their 
first products, all of which are designed 
for the Messerschmitt Bf 110. In most 
cases this will be the Eduard example 
as the majority of the new sets are 
replacement wheels, which addresses 
one of the alleged problem areas of this 
kit. During its development the Bf 1 10 
was fitted with different size wheels, 
but in the Eduard kit one size fits all, 
so to the purist these sets will be an 
essential purchase. Eduard kits have 
the tail surfaces moulded in one piece, 
so by using the new Aerocast tail 
surface set you can add a little 




Messerschmitt Bf UOE/F/G wheel set 




Messerschmitt Bf HOC wheel set 



animation to your model. 

The parts are beautifully cast in 
cream resin with only a small amount of 
clean-up required before use. One thing I 
particularly like is that the tyres are 
realistically weighted rather than the 
totally deflated look that some 
manufacturers represent. 



1/48 



Messerschmitt Bf UOE/F/G wheel set 

Product No: A4B1 



Designed for: Eduard 



Price: £3.99 



Smooth tyre, weighted. 935 x 345mm main wheels 
Treaded tyre, weighted. 465 x 185mm tail wheel 




Messerschmitt Bf UOE/F/G wheel set 



Messerschmitt Bf HOD wheel set 



Messerschmitt Bf HOE "F G wheel set 
Product No: A482 



Designed lor: Eduard 



Price: £3.99 



Treaded tyre, weighted, 935 x 345mm main wheels 
Treaded tyre, weighted, 465 x 165m tail wheel 

Messerschmitt Bf HOC wheel set 

Product No: A483 



Messerschmitt Bf 110A/B/C/B7E/F-2/F-2 



Messerschmitt Bf 110A/B/C/D/E/F-2/F-2 
separate tail control surfaces 

Product No: A485 



Designed for: Eduard 



Price: £5 50 



Designed for: Eduard 



Price: £3.99 



Treaded lyre, weighted. 3/5 « 320mm mam wheels 
Treaded tyre, weighted, 380 x 150mm tail wheel 

Messerschmitt Bf HOD wheel set 

Product No: A484 



Designed for: Eduard 



Price: £3.99 



Treaded tyre, weighted, 875 x 320mm main wheels 
Treaded tyre, weighted. 465 x 165mm tail wheel 



Conclusion 

If you a have an Eduard Bf 1 10 you 
should definitely invest in the tail 
surfaces set, and based on the quality of 
these first releases I await further 
subjects with interest. 

Aerocast products can be purchased 
from the online shop at 
www.aerocast.co. u k 

• SAMI 



Head to Head 




ULTRACAST 



Latest in 1/48 from Ultracast is this 
nicely sculpted figure in 1/48. Two 
heads are provided, one with a peaked 
cap and the other in flying helmet. 



1/48 



48205 WWII USAAF Fighter Pilot, 
European Theatre 

Price: $12-95 Canadian plus shipping and handling. 

Available via www.ultracast.ca 
• SAMI 
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Dragons Roll 




AIRES 



One cannot have too much of a good thing, 
but do we really need yet more sets for the 
Hasegawa Draken? Aires seem to think so 
as we have another three sets for the 1/48 
Draken and one for its smaller brother. By 
my reckoning that makes fifteen sets for this 
subject in under a year. We also have two 
classic British types getting new cockpits - 





* 




recent Trumpeter kits in 1/72 and 1/48. 


Sea Hawk FGA Mk 4/6 cockpit set 


1/72 ^^^^^^B 


■ 1/48 ^^^^^m 


J 350 Draken cockpit set 

Product No: 7202 


Sea Hawk FGA Mk 4/6 cockpit set 
Product No: 4385 


Designed for: Hasegawa/Revell Price: £6.80 


Designed for: Trumpeter Price: £8.99 


Hurricane wheels and paint masks 

Product No: 7203 


F6F-5 Hellcat cockpit set 

Product No: 4388 


Designed tor: Hasegawa Price: £2.99 


Designed for Hasegawa Price: £TBC 


Lancaster wheels and paint masks 

Product No: 7204 


S 35E Draken (Reco.) cockpit set 

Product No: 4389 


Designed for: Revell Price: £2.99 


Designed for: Hasegawa Price: £8.99 


Mistel 1 conversion set version 1 

Product No: 7205 


S 35E Draken Recon conversion set 

Product No: 4390 


Designed for: Hasegawa Price: £7.60 


Designed for: Hasegawa Price: £6.80 


BAC EE Lightning F Mk 2/6 cockpit set 
Product No: 7206 


J 35 Draken airbrakes 

Product No: 4391 




BAC EE Lightning F Mk 2/6 cockpit set 



1/32 



F-105F/G Thunderchief ejection seats 

Product No: 2085 



Designed lor: Trumpeter 



Price: £13.30 



Junkers Ju 88A-1 wheels and paint masks 

Product No: 2086 



Designed for: Revell 



Price: £5.60 



Designed for: Trumpeter Price: £6, 



Designed for: Hasegawa Price: £5.60 



Conclusion 

As always Aires sets are of the highest 
quality with clear assembly instructions, 
and as I have said so many times their 
only drawback is the lack of colour notes, 
which means that further research is 
required when building their cockpit sets. 

The range is available in the UK from 
Hannants and LSA 
m SAMI 






Junkers Ju 88A-1 wheels and paint masks 




S 35E Draken Recon conversion set 



Pipes Down 




QUICKBOOST 



Quickboost are one of the most prolific 
aftermarket manufacturers around, and 
their high quality resin sets are perfect 
for those who want a little more detail 
on the model without breaking the bank. 
This month's sets are dominated by 
exhaust pipes in all the major scales, 
and though I am still waiting for a set for 
the Dragon 1/32 110 at least Eduard's 
1/48 version gets a set. 



1/72 



Spitfire Mk IX Exhausts - Fishtail 

Product No: 0B 72 184 



Designed for: Hasegawa 



Price: £2.60 



Messerschmitt Bf 110C/D exhaust 
Product No: QB 72 185 



Designed for: Fujimi 



Price: £3.40 



1 



F6F-5 Hellcat engine 

A-1D Skyraider rear wheelwell 
Product No: OB 72186 



Designed for: Hasegawa 



Price: £3.40 



Hurricane Mk I exhaust 

Product No: QB 72 187 



Designed for: Hasegawa 



Price: £2.60 



1/48 



MiG-17F gun barrels 
Product No: 0B 48 224 



Designed for: Hobby Boss Price; £3.60 




Spitfire Mk XIV cowling and exhaust-fishtail 



P-51D Mustang propeller 

Product No: QB 48 225 



Designed for: Tamiya 



Price; £4.99 



F6F-5 Hellcat engine 

Product No: QB 48 226 



Designed for: Eduard 



Price: £6.60 




JAS 39C/D correct nose 

Product No: QB 48 227 



Designed for: italerl 



Price ETBC 



LaGG-3 Series 35 exhaust 

Product No: QB 48 228 



Designed for ICM 



Prico: £3.60 



Spitfire Mk XIV cowling and exhaust-fishtail 

Product No: QB 48 229 



MiG-3 exhaust 



Designed for: Academy 



Price: £6.60 




JAS 39C/D correct nose 

A6M5a Zero exhaust 
Product No: QB 48 230 



Designed for: Tamiya 



Price: £3.60 



1/32 



Junkers Ju 870 D/F Loop Antenna - late 

Product No: QB 32 047 



Designed for; Hasegawa 



Price: £3.60 



Junkers Ju 37D gun barrels 
Product No: QB 32046 

Designed for: Hasegawa 



Price: £3.60 



MiG-3 exhaust 

Product No: QB 32 049 



Designed for: Trumpeter 



Price: £4 99 



Conclusion 

I am a big fan of this range, and just take 
one look at the tiny 1/72 Spitfire exhaust 
set with their perfectly hollowed-out 
ends, and I think you will be too. 

The complete range is available from 
branches of Hannants and LSA Models. 

• SAMI 



Anil 2C09 Scale Aviation Modeller 



335 




ACCESSORIES 




Close to the Etch 




EDUARD 



A whole mass of etch has arrived from 
Eduard this month, and this seems to 
follow the usual pattern of releasing 
Zoom sets and full options concurrently. 
Good to see the first items for the big Bf 
110s coming forward, as well as the 
Italeri Hawk, which is a kit we are keen 
to see parts for. Perhaps the most 
welcome arrivals, though, will be those 
for the C-47, which gets a set of flaps 
as well as plenty of internal details. 




1/72 



Mi-26 Halo Masks 

Product No: CX229 





A 



Price: £6.40 



Designed For: Zvezda kit 



F-16CJ Fighting Falcon Zoom 

Product Ho: SS316 (Pre-Painted/Sclt-Adhesive) 



CH-47D Chinook Exterior 

Product No : 72490 Price: £19.25 

Designed For; Trumpeter kit 




Price: £8.30 



For: Academy kit 



F-lfi Ladder 
Product No: 72493 



LaGG-3 Zoom 

Product No: FE427 



\ 




Price: £8.30 



Price: £6.40 



Designed For: ICM kit 



B-24D Liberator Cockpit Interior 

Product No: SS317 (Pre -Painted/Sell-Adhesive) 



Designed For: N/A 



Price: £8.30 



Designed For: Hasegawa kit 



F-16CJ Fighting Falcon 

Product No: 73316 {Pro-Paimed/Self-Adhesive) Price: 
£19.25 



C-47 Skytrain Interior Zoom 

Product No: FE431 {Pre -Painted/Self -Adhesive) 



Price: E8.30 





Designed For: Trumpeter kit 



Wellington Mk III Zoom 

Product No: SS320 (Pre -Painted/Self-Adhesive) 



Designed For: Academy kit 



Price: £830 



B-24D Liberator Front Interior 

Product No: 73317 (Pre -Painted/Sell- Adhesive) 



A6M5 Zero Landing Flaps 

Product No: 48603 Price: £15.99 



Designed For: Tamiya kit 



Designed For: Trumpeter kit 



Price: £23.75 



CH-47D Chinook Interior Zoom 

Product No: SS321 {Pre -Painted/Self -Adhesive] 



Designed For Hasegawa kit 



C-47 Skytrain Landing Flaps 

Product No: 48607 Price: £22.50 



Designed For: Trumpeter kit 




Price: E8.30 




Product No: 73320 (Pre-Painted/Self -Adhesive) 








Designed For: Trumpeter kit 




Price: £21.20 




LaGG-3 Landing Flaps 




P-51B Interior 






Designed For: Trumpeter kit 




Product No: 48608 


Price: £15.99 


Product No: 32626 (Pre- Painted/Self- Adhesive) 


P2V-7 








Designed For: ICM kit 




Price: £17.30 


Product No: SS323 (Pre-Painted) 


CH-47D Chinook Interior 








Designed For: Trumpeter kit 


Price: £8.30 




Product No: 73321 (Pre-Painted/Self-Adhesive) 


C-47 Skytrain Exterior 






Designed For: Hasegawa kit 




Price: £19.25 




Product No: 48609 


Price: £22.50 


Messerschmitt Bf HOC Interior 






Designed For: Trumpeter kit 




Designed For: Trumpeter kit 




Product No: 32628 (Pre-Painted) 


CH-47A Chinook Exterior 












Price: £17.30 


Product No: 72486 


Price: £19.25 
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A6M5 Zero 




Designed For: Dragon kit 


Designed For: Trumpeter kit 
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Product No; 49425 (Pre -Painted/Sell- Adhesive) 








BAe Hawk Mk 1 Masks 




Price: £19.25 




Messerschmitt Bf HOC Seatbelts 


B-24D Exterior 




Product No: EX260 


Price: £4,99 


Designed For: Tamiya kit 




Product No: 32629 (Pre-Painted) 


Product No: 72488 


Price: £19.25 


Designed For Italeri kit 








Price: £12.80 


Designed For: Hasegawa kit 








LaGG-3 




Designed For: Dragon kit 






A-4E/F Skyhawk 




Product No: 49427 (Pre-Painted/Self-Adhesive) 




B-24D Bomb Bay 




Product No: EX262 


Price: £6.40 


Price: £12.80 




P-40 Interior 


Product No: 72489 


Price: £22.50 


Designed For: Italeri kit 




Designed For: ICM kit 




Product No: 33016 (Pre-Painted/Self-Adhesive) 


Designed For: Hasegawa kit 












Price: £12.80 



A6M5 Zero Interior Zoom 
Product No: FE425 (Pre-Painted) 



C-47 Skytrain Cargo Seatbelts 
Product Ho: 49428 (Pre-Painted) 



Designed For: Hasegawa kit 




Price: £8.30 



Price: £1599 



Designed For: Tamiya kit 



Designed For: Trumpeter kit 



P-47D-25 Interior 

Product No: 33017 (Pre-Painted/Self- Adhesive) 




C-47 Skytrain Interior 

Product No: 49431 (Pre-Painted/Self -Adhesive) 



Price: £12.80 



Designed For: Trumpeter kit 



Price: £19.25 



Designed For: Trumpeter kit 
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P-51B Gun Bay 

Product No: 32214 



Price: £19.25 
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Designed For: Trumpeler kit 



Another good batch of product from this 
source. Eduard are a unique engine 
within the hobby at the moment, and 
long may they continue to be so. 

All items can be viewed on the 
website at www.eduard.cz, and UK 
importers are Hannants and LSA 

• SAMI 
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Kwik Fit Spits 




QUICK & EASY 



Another range of instant fixes is CMK's 
'Quick & Easy," and the quality of these 
castings will come as no surprise to anyone 
familiar with the company's other lines. 

Two sets of Spitfire exhausts passed 
to us at Nuremburg, and we can only 
hope the range will continue to expand. 
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Spitfire Mk l/early, MkV 
Product No: Q48059 



Price: €3.J 



Designed for: Tamiya kit 



Late Spitfire Mk V/Seafire MK III 

Product No: Q48059 Price: €3.80 

Designed for: Hasegawa/Tamiya/Special Hobby kit 




This type of product is always welcome, 
as we are sold the bare essentials, and 



Metal Motion 




ACCESSORIES 



not left with a pile of parts that we 

didn't really want if the truth be known. 

Well within any modeller's capabilities - 

simply cut off the moulding stubs and 

slot into place. Highly recommended. 

This range can be viewed at CMK's 

online shop at www.cmkkits.com. UK 

importer is Hannants. 
•SAM] 




PARABELLUM 



New from Parabellum, and passed on to 
us by them at the Huddersfield show, is 
a series of RAF bomb crew in a 
selection of poses perfect for a 1/48 
Halifax or Stirling, although for the 
moment you will have to make do with 
a Trumpeter Wellington or Tamiya 
Lancaster For white metal the quality of 
casting is first rate and with careful 
painting should look very nice. I was 
particularly impressed by the sheepskin 
effect on the jacket collars. All but one 
of the castings are supplied in one 
piece, the exception being one of the 
RAF officers, where both arms are 
supplied separately, which will make it 
easier to modify the figure if required. 




RAF Bomber Crew 1941-45 -PMA1 




RAF Bomber Crew 1941-45 -PMA2 
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RAF Bomber Crew 1941-45 

HUH 

Kneeling down with head forward 
wearing life jacket and field service cap 

PMA2 

Standing officer wearing officer's hat and 
bomber jacket looking at watch 

PMA3 

Standing figure wearing life jacket and 
field service cap carrying map 

PMA4 

Standing figure wearing life jacket and 
field service cap carrying parachute 




RAF Bomber Crew 
1941-45 - PMA3 



RAF Bomber Crew 
1941-45 -PMA4 



RAF Bomber Crew 
1941-45 -PMA5 



RAF Bomber Crew 
1941-45 - PMA6 



PMA5 

Standing figure wearing life jacket and 
field service cap 

PMA6 

Standing figure wearing life jacket with 
bare head 

PMA7 

Kneeling figure wearing life jacket and 
field service cap with head looking right 

Conclusion 

These figures can be purchased 
individually and when combined will add 
life and scale to your 1/48 bomber 
dioramas, but the most surprising thing 
about these figures is the price, at only 
£3.25 per figure. I would have expected 
to pay twice that for figures of this 
quality. 

Parabellum products can be 
purchased direct from the manufacturer 
by phoning 0121 551 8878 Faxing: 



0121 707 1471 or via E-mail: 

sales@parabellum.co.uk 

•SAW 




RAF Bomber Crew 1941-45 - PMA7 



Boss Hog 




AVIONIX 



Many modellers may not be aware that 
the Avionix range, which used to be 
known as Black Box, now comes under 
the Squadron/Signal umbrella. Their latest 
release is a simple set designed to replace 
the cockpit of the HobbyBoss A-10. A 
couple of minor modifications are required 
to the kit's fuselage halves and these are 
clearly illustrated in the instructions. 



which use a mix of photos and text to 
guide you through the assembly process. 
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A-10A Thunderbolt li 

Designed for: Hobby Boss 



Price: $27.00 



Conclusion 

This is simple set, which would make a 
good introduction to working with resin 



and carrying out minor modifications to 
the basic kit parts. The pieces are 
beautifully cast and as supplied the 
cockpit is suitable for an aircraft fitted 
with the RHAW system in use from the 
early 1990s onwards. 

Our thanks to Squadron/Signal for the 
review sample which can be purchased 
online from their website at 
www.squadron.com 

• SAMI 
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Decals 



Big Outline 




KITS AT WAR 



It is rare that 1/24 kits get the 
aftermarket treatment but this month Kits 
at War have tackled the Trumpeter 
Hurricane Mk l/tl. In the smaller scales - 
if you call 1/32 small - we have two 
sheets for the Spitfire Mk IX, although 
tucked in the comer of each sheet is an 
extra aircraft, the first an attractive RAF P- 
51 Mustang and the second a Dutch 
Swordfish, which will be perfect for the 
new Trumpeter kit. Finally we have a 
1/48 sheet that includes a South African 
Ju-52 and a rather nice Canadian Halifax 
with some very attractive nose art. To 
avoid registration problems the centre and 
outer rings of the roundels are printed 
separately. Some modellers complain 
about this approach but personally I 
prefer it to cross-eyed roundels. 
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DDK4824 RCAF Halifax B Mk III and SAAF 
Junkers Ju 52/3m 

• 1. Handley Page Halifax B.Mk III, QB- 
0, B- Flight, 424 Tiger Sqn, RCAF 




P3II4 m m P31I4 

ZY-S ZYS 

80989 LI783 LI7B3 80929 

BD348 




DDK2401 Hawker Hurricane 



Skipton-on-Swale, England 1943. 
Oscar was lost over Karlsruhe on 25 
April 1944 

2. Junkers Ju 52/3m, Tobruk 26, 
SAAF. Used for ferry flights between 
southern and north Africa, this 
machine crashed on 16 October 1943 
near Bulawayo in Southern Rhodesia. 
It was one of twelve captured Luftwaffe 
Ju 52s used by the SAAF 
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DDK3203 RAF Fighters 

• 1. Mustang Mk IV KM272, QV-V, 19 
Sqn, RAF Acklington 1945. Fit Lt. A. S. 
Doley 

• 2. Spitfire Mk IX MJ238, X, 73 Sqn, 
RAF Ta'Qali, Malta 1946 

• 3. Spitfire Mk IX RB185, FT-C, 43 
Sqn, RAF Zelftweg, Austria 1946 

• 4. Spitfire Mk IX MA454, MU-V, 1542 
Sqn, RAF Italia 1942 

ODS0324 Spitfire LF Mk IX 

• 1. Spitfire LF Mk IX H-60, NH328, 
322 Sqn 



OQB QBO 




DDK4824 RCAF Halifax B.Mk III and SAAF 
Junkers Ju 52/3m 



Space Patrol 




DRAW DECALS 



Just received from DRAW is the latest 
sheet for a military subject in a 
civilian scheme, this time an attractive 
HU-1H Huey an aircraft that is not 
known for colourful markings. NASA 
operate 4 Hueys at Kennedy Space 
Centre to patrol its airspace prior to 
space shuttle launches. These aircraft 
are finished in white and blue with 



prominent NASA markings, and 
though only one aircraft is shown on 
the instructions, markings for all four 
aircraft are supplied. 
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DD Set 32s-Huey-l NASA UH-1H Huey 

• Markings are supplied for N420NA. 
N419NA,N418NA and NA417NA 
Iron Horse 
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DDK3203 RAF Fighters 

• 2. Spitfire LF Mk IX H-53, MH434, 

322 Sqn 

- 3. Spitfire LF Mk IX H-69, MJ893, 
322 Sqn 

• 4. Spitfire LF Mk IXH-64, NH188, 322 
Sqn 

• 5. Spitfire LF Mk IX H-13, MK632, 
322 Sqn 

• 6. Spitfire LF Mk IX H-104, MK893, 

322 Sqn 

• 7.Spitfire LF Mk 16e 3W-16, PT986, 
322 Sqn 




DDS0324 Spitfire LF Mk IX 



8. Swordfish Mk II 03 LS298, 860 
Sqn Royal Netherlands Navy, 0 Right, 
MAC ship MV Acavus 1943-1944 
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DDK2401 Hawker Hurricane 

• 1. Sea Hurricane Mk I, P3114, M, 
880 Sqn, FAA. RNAS Arbroath 1941 

• 2. Hurricane Mk I, L1783, 4, Central 
Flying School, RAF Upavon 1940 

• 3. Hurricane Mk lie, BE581, JX-E, 1 
Sqn, RAF Redhill 1942. Fl. Lt. Karel 
M. Kuttelwascher DFC 

• 4. Hurricane Mk lie, BD348, JX-J, 1 
Sqn, RAFTangmere 1942. P/0. R. 
Marcinkus 

• 5. Hurricane Mk He, BD929, ZY-S, 
247 Sqn, RAF Exeter 1942 

Conclusion 

As usual a nice mix of subjects, my 
favourites being the Halifax bomber, and 
that P-51 Mustang, which I first built 
with this marking option, when it was 
included in the old Matchbox kit in the 

mid 70s. 

These sheets are available from 
Hannants, Aeroclub and the Aviation 

Hobby. 
•SAM 



N417NA N417NA 8920 8920 



417 418 419 420 




mm 



Conclusion 

I really like these civilian schemes as they 
make a pleasant change from the normal 
warlike appearance and these sheets make 
it possible to model them easily in your 



chosen scale, and now this range is now 
so large I am sure that most modellers wil 
find something of interest. Available from 
DRAW at www.drawdecal.com 

•sun 
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Flying Squad 




PEDDINGHAUS 



Normally we do not ask manufacturers 
for specific accessories to review but 
when I received last month's 
Peddinghaus sheets they also included a 
mailer for some other projects the 
company had in the pipeline. 

The Revell EC-145 is a great little kit 
with lots of nicely moulded detail, but 
unfortunately like most large-scale 
choppers is rarely seen completed. Now 
Peddinghaus have released a number of 
sheets for this kit and one of them really 
caught my eye in the shape of a 
Metropolitan Police EC-145. Like most 



UK Police helicopters they are marked in 
a striking blue and yellow scheme to 
which are added large Metropolitan 
Police markings on the side. 

A quick begging letter was sent to 
Peddinghaus for a review copy and 
within a week I had a copy of this sheet 
delivered to the editorial office. 

The set includes the usual small 
instruction leaflet but this time we also 
have a selection of thumbnail photos to 
help with the details. The decals are very 
well printed and in perfect register but 
remember that they are covered in a 
one-piece film so you will need to trim 
close to each image before use. 
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EP1694 Metropolitan Police EC-145 

• This sheet contains one marking 
scheme for EC-145 G-MPSA 

Conclusion 

I have been on the lookout for a UK 
Police helicopter for a number of years 
and I am really looking forward to finally 
being able to start work on this project. 
The only downside is that the Met's EC- 
145s have a custom interior, which will 
need scratch building, but fortunately this 
aircraft and its two sisters appear 
regularly on the British BBC TV series 









t - 1 



Skycops. 

Peddinghaus produce a diverse range 
of markings covering many different 
subjects, as well as aircraft, in a wide 
range of scales, so if you are interested in 
Luftwaffe subjects or are looking for 
something a bit different visit their 
website at www.peddinghaus- 
decals@web.de 
•SAMI 



Northern Exposure 




VINGTOR DECALS 



This Norwegian manufacturer has 
established a reputation for producing 
high quality decals for aircraft in 
Norwegian Air Force service through 
the ages. 

The decals have been produced in 
both 1/72 and 1/48 and are supplied 
with a sheet of comprehensive 
instructions, which includes colour 
profiles and informative text. The 
decals are to an equally high standard 
and I was very impressed with the 
printing on the individual aircraft 
artwork - 1 cannot call it nose art as it 
is located on the fuselage just above 
the wing. 
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72-103 F-86F Sabre - 336 & 338 Sqn RNoAF 

• 1 . North American F-86F Sabre, 52- 
5190, Px-Z, 336 Sqn, Rygge, 1960. 
Black protective agent applied on the 
gun panels 

• 2. North American F-S6F Sabre, 52- 
5124, AR, 336 Sqn, Rygge, 1964. 
Personal aircraft for Ame Riegets, the 
Operation Group Commander at Rygge 
1962-66. Dark grey-green anti-glare 
panel. No squadron crest decal on 
the fin shield 

• 3. North American F-86F Sabre, 52- 
5203, PTMA, 336 Sqn, Orland, 
1958. Personal aircraft for Ole Tobias 
Mehn-Anderson,, Station Commander 
at Orland 1957-60 
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48-103 F-86F Sabre - 336 & 338 Sqn RNoAF 

Exactly the same as listed above for 
1/72 

Conclusion 

My liking for themes is well known and 
this manufacturer's products v/ill make a 
very interesting collection for an airforce 
that is rarely represented on the tables 
at shows. 

The easiest way to order these decals 
is direct from www.vingtor.net where they 
will be sent post free for NOK 125 for the 
1/72 sheet or NOK 140 in 1/48. This 
range is also stocked by a number of 
major model shops including Hannants. 

• SAM I 
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72403 F-86F Sabre - 336 & 338 Sqn RNoAF 



Polish Exiles 




TECHMOD 



Received for review at Nuremburg were a 
couple of very interesting new sheets 
(rom this source, including one for the 
Revell Ju 88, which will no doubt be 
warmly received by the many modellers 
who have stockpiled several of these kits. 
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32038A Junkers Ju 88A-1 Price: 

This item comes on an A4 sheet, with 
no less than five full-colour pages of 
placement instructions. Full stencilling 
is included, including wingwalk 
markings, and the swastikas on the 
main sheet are in two parts. An 
additional small addendum sheet is 
provided, which includes complete 
swastikas, and is presumably not 
available in Germany. 

• 4D+DC, Stab. III./KG30, France 
Summer 1940 

• Ll+ER, LG 1, France Summer 1940 

• 9K+HS. KG51, France Summer 1940 
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72137 Morane Saulnier MS.406C.1 
Price: £6.99 

This sheet features eight aircraft flown 
by Polish pilots in France in 1940. All 
feature broadly similar colours and 
markings, and a canopy mask is also 
provided. The decal sheet features 



Zestow NalkoMMl 
Deeds 



Morano Saulnlor MS 406 C1 
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national markings for two complete 
aircraft, as well as all the individual 
pieces required for the eight options. 

• L980 GC 1/2, Josef Brzezinski 

• L720 GC 1/2, Stanislaw Chalupa 

• 947 XVIII GC 1/ 2, Antoni Beda 

• L621 GC lll/l, Kazimierz Bursztyn 

• 948 GC lll/l, Wladyslaw Chciuk 

• L683 ' E School Fighter Sqn 

• L628 School Fighter Sqn 

• L651 C School Fighter Sqn 



Zcstoui KolKomonii 
Decals 



Junkers Ju-88A-1 
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The Ju 88 sheet is welcome, but the 
MS.406s provide an interesting and 
welcome insight into a less well known 
chapter in WWII aviation history. 

Techmod can be found at 
www.techmod.com.pl and the range is 
carried in the UK by Hannants and 
Squadron in the US 
•SAM 
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Pup Up 



PHEON MODELS 



Pheon models is a new name 
specialising in WWI subjects. The sheets 
are available in 1/72 and 1/48, and 
each features ten options, with enough 
roundels to completely fit out three 
Pups. A bonus section of makers' marks 
is crammed on to each sheet. 

72001 and 48001 RFC & RNAS Sopwith Pups 
in France 

■ 1. B2162, 66 Sqn RFC, Estree- Blanche, 



France. September 1917. 2lt A.Pritt 

• 2. B1777, 46 Sqn RFC, Sutton Farm 
Essex and Ste-Marie-Capel, France. 
August / September 1917. Lt 
A.S.G.Lee 

• 3. N6203 RNAS Seaplane defence 
flight, St Pol, Franca July 1917. 
Flight Cdr LH Slatter 

• 4. N6171 3 Naval Sqn, Marieux, 
France. April 1917. Fit Sub-It E.Pierce 

• 5. N6181 3 Naval Sqn, Marieux, 
France. April 1917. Fit Cdr 
LS.Breadne 
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• 6. A6156 54 Sqn- RFC, Flez, France. 
May 1917. Capt O.M.Stewart 

• 7. A7327 46 Sqn RFC. La Gorgue. 
France. June 1917. Capt S.H.Pratt 

• 8. B1703 66 Sqn. RFC Vert-Galand, 
France. June 1917. Capt 
J.O.Andrews 

• 9. N6205 3 Sqn RNAS, Marieux, 
France April 1917. Fit Cdr J.S.T.Fall 

• 10. N6200 4 Sqn RNAS, Bray 
Dunes, France. May 1917. Fit Cdr 
A.M.Shook 

These sheets are obviously a labour of 
love and it shows not only in the quality 
of the sheet, but also the level of detail 



that is included within the package itself. 
Along with the decals there are four 
sheets of full-colour placement charts 
and a twelve-page booklet. The book 
impressed me the most as it included 
complete histories for each option, 
general colouring notes, suggested 
improvements to the kits and a list of 
references. In fact everything you could 
possibly need to soup up those old Airfix 
and Eduard kits. Highly recommended. 

The sheets are available directly 
from Pheon Models: 
Pheon.models@hotrnail.co.uk 

• SAMI 



Super Squadron 




SUPERSCALE 



More new items in from Squadron from 
their Superscale range for the Nieuport 
28C-1, and as Squadron are US 
Importers for Roden, who have kitted 
the type in both 1/48 and 1/32, you can 
be assured they will have been designed 
very carefully to complement these 
products. The 1/32 sheets carry one 
scheme each, while in 1/48 you get 
national markings for one aircraft, but 
individual codes, serials and personal 
markings for all three of those machines 
featured in the larger scale. 

Print quality is significantly good, 
while the instructions are full colour, and 
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include FS numbers for the paints 
required. 
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MS320242 Nieuport 28C-1 

• 1. 1st Lt. Edward B. Elliott, 27th Aero 
Squadron, Touquin, August 1918 

MS320243 Nieuport 28C-1 

• 1. 1st Lt. Quentin Roosevelt, 95th 
Aero Squadron, Gengoult, June 1918 

MS320244 Nieuport 28C-1 

• 1. 2nd Lt. Ralph A. O'Neill. 147th 
Aero Squadron, Touquin July 1918 
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MS320244 Nieuport 28C-1 



MS481216 Nieuport 28C-1 of the USA's 1st 
Pursuit Group 
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MS481216 Nieuport 28C-1 of the USAS 1st 
Pursuit Group 

This sheet includes all three options 
listed above. 

Squadron are dovetailing their product 
lines very neatly at the moment, with 
books and decals that cross-reference 
each other, and resin that relates directly 
to other kits carried by the company. All 
these sheets, plus the other superb in- 
house ranges, like True Details and 
Avionix, can be viewed at 
www.squadron.com 

• SAMI 



- UPER 



IPUAtiO/IM. 



% 



Nieuport 28C-1 



1st Lt. Quentin Roosevelt 
9Srh Aero Squadron 
Gengoult, June 1918 




Squadron Products 



MS320243 Nieuport 28C-1 
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MS320242 Nieuport 28C-1 
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\. MAT AD OR MODELS 



Airfield Accessories 



M 

EXTENSIVE 1/76TH SCALE VEHICLE AND CONVERSION RANGES, FROM WW! TO THE 2000'S 

and Airfield Accessories i/48th. i/72nd. i/76th. i/i44th scale 

ranges of British and German airfield vehicles and equipment including 
ambulances, refuellers, tractors. G.S. and specialist vehicles, starter trolleys, etc. 



l/76th Ford CHAD 
Heavy Utility 




l/76th Austin 8 
Staff Car 




l/48th Austin K2 
Ambulance 



plus: CIVVY STREET and ENGINEERING ranges 
l/144th scale AIRCRAFT COCKPIT DETAILS; Range of small bases and scenery 

Visit our website: www.matadormodels.co.uk 

For full catalogue please send an A5 SAE or 2 IRCs (o: 
MATADOR MODELS 6 Cliffe Road, Barton on Sea, 
NEW MILTON, Hants. BH25 7PB Fax: 01425 628219 
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EROCLUB 



www.aeroclub-models.com 



WE CARRY STOCKS OF THE FOLLOWING RANGES 



•Academy •Airmo -AJP Maquettes -A Model • Alclad -Alliance 'AML -Ardpol -Azur -AZ - Bare-Melal 
•Batlfeaxe -Belcher Bits -Berna Decals -Blue Rider Decals -Brigade -Broplan -Carpena Decals 
•Check Six Decals -Choroszy -Classic Airframe • Contrail Strut etc -Copper State -Czech Omega 
•Czechmaster -Dutch Decals -Eagle Strike Decals -Eduard Kits -Elf •Extra-Tech -Falcon 
Fantasy Printshop Decals -Flashback -Flexi-File -Flying Machines -Fonderie 'Frram -Fly -Gal Decals -Gavia 
•Hi-Tech -Higlipianes -HR -Huma -Jadar -Joystick -Karaya -Kiwi Resins -Koster -Legato -Mac -Mach 2 

•Max Decals "Microscale -Mike Grant Decals -Mirage -Misierkit Paints & Kits -Model Alliance Decals 
•Model Art Decals -Modeldecal -MPM -Olimp -Ozmods -Part -Pavla -Pro-Bond Adhesives -RalDec «RS 

•Roden -RVHP -Sierra -Slaters -Special Hobby -Spin -Strutz -Sword -Techmod Decals -Toms 
•TwoBobs Decals 'Trumpeter -Valom -Warrior -Welsh Models •Yeilowhammer -Yellow Wings • Xtradecal 

We also carry a good selection of Tools and Adhesives. 

For our full catalogue, listing all the Aeroclub range of kits and white-metal detail parts 
plus the many other ranges that we stock, send 6 x 1st class stamps or IRCs to: 

1A, Baker Avenue, Arnold, Nottingham. NG5 8FW 

Tel: 0115 9670044 Fax: 0115 9671633 

E-Mail: lnfo@aeroclub-models.com 
Postal address with all Fax and E-Mail Enquiries please. 

Website: www.aeroclub-models.com 
VISA, EUROCARD, MASTERCARD, AMEX, SWITCH ACCEPTED 
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MAGNA MODELS Scale Model Aircraft Kit Manufacturers 

54 Farcroft Road, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset, BH12 3B0 
magna.models@ntlworld.com 



1172nd Scale Resin and White metal kits and conversions 



6272 Lancastrian (Airfix) 


C D'l 


£18.25 


7072 Hactori'Halifax C8 (Airfix) 


CD5 


£18.25 


7672 D.H Flamingo 




£28.25 


7772 Percival 06 Petrel 




£23.25 


7972 Scottish AVTN Twin Pioneer 


06 


£34.50 


8072 Scottish VAVTN Pioneer 


D5 


£25.25 


8172 Short SCI Belfast 


D 


£95.50 


8472 Stirling V (Airfix) 


C 03 


£16.25 


8572 A.W Argosy C. MKI 


02 


£82.00 


8872 Heron SRSI/2 (Airfix) 


CD2 


£18.25 


8972 OH Dove SRSI (Dan Air) 


D 


£25.25 


9072 VickersVCIOCIK 


0 


£95.50 


9172 Short Sperrin 


D 


£80.00 


9372 Tomashevich 1-110 




£18.00 


9472 PoUkarpov I-185R 




£18.00 


9572 SukholSU-3 




£18.00 



DUE FOR RELEASE EARLY SUMMER 

9272 Liberator MKI/ll Civil, Conversion. 
For Academy INC complete Wings. Engines, Optional Noses ETC, Decals lor BOAC, Scottish and Hellenic Airlines £31.50 

9672 Olikarpov ITP (M-l) £1 8.00 9772 Wyvern T3 Conversion for Trumpeter T.B.A 

HOST PREVIOUSLY ADVERTISED ITEMS STILL AVAILABLE 

•= Optional parts; C= Conversion; D= Decals; 3, 4, 5 etc= Number al decal options 



Send SAE or IRC for list of complete range. Prices include P&P in UK. EC add 10% 
ROW add 15%. Sorry, no credit cards, Cheques, postal orders. IMO's etc only please. 



Internet Hobbies is one of the 
world's premier online hobby 
shops. We started selling hobby 
products on the Internet in 
1 995. Since then, we have 
served thousands of happy 
online customers. We offer our 
online buyers excellent service, 
super low pricing, fast shipping 
and thousands of great hobby 
products to choose from. 



V 



The World's Online Hobby Shop 1 

504 Business Route 6, Mayfield, PA 18433 USA 
Ring: 570-876-6070 - Fax: 570-876-6077 






WWW.INTERNETHOBBIES.COM 





1/72 scale Boeing YUH-61 UTTAS 

Competitor to 

. . . , the UH-60 

1/144 scale 

Lockheed XB-30 

Constellation 

Connie Bomber with . _ . 

Bonus aircraft Nostalgic Plastic 

RO. Box 356 

Gambrills, MD 21054 USA 
001-410-672-7159 

contactus@nostalgicplastic.com 

www.AnigrandUSA.com 
www.NostalgicPlastic.com 
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NOW AVAILABLE FROM WHITE ENSIGN 




£32.65 
inc. 
VAT 



Joining our growing range of aircraft and armour 

kits & accessories 

PLUS Nearly 400 AUTHENTIC aircraft (Including French & Italian), naval and 
armour colours, and of course, our huge range of ship models. 

Contact us for FREE lists: 
Dept. M, WHITE ENSIGN MODELS, South Farm, Snitton, Ludlow, SYS 3EZ. 
Tel: 0844 415 0914 E-mail: wem i onetel.com 
www.whiteensignmodels.com 
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Modelling Products 




Brush Strokes 



THE AIRBRUSH COMPANY 



Some useful new products have been 
received for review from The Airbrush 
Company, the UK's leading importer of 
Iwata airbrush products: 

Iwata 

IWAK-250 External MAC Valve 

Price; £18.99 



This add-on valve gives you extra control 
over the airflow, right at the brush's 
base. It simply screws onto the airbrush 
and is designed to fit all Iwata types. 

Anything that enables the perfect 
Luftwaffe mottle - that elusive Holy Grail 
of airbrushing - to come within reach 
has to be worth looking into! 





ixvaUt — 
- MLDFA 

CVSttiiGrfp Handle 

1 t^nomiL it JlurcUi noo iJip grip 
for totttfr Mfbruih control 



Iwata 

IWA-K2Q0 Custom Grip Handle 

Pri ce: £15.99 ___ 

If you have been using one of Iwata's 
Revolution or Kustom airbrushes, you 
will probably find your hand has now 
become accustomed to the pistol grip 
style. Good news, then, is this latest 




product from Iwata, which is just the 
thing to improve your grip and give you 
even better control over the airbrush. 

The Custom Grip Handle fits in 
seconds, and makes a world of difference 
to the feel of the airbrush. If you like the 
Revolution, you will love this. 





Coming 
Unstuck 



CMK 

H1012 Debonder 

Price: €6.30 

This latest from CMK is a 
cyanoacrylate glue remover, intended 
for plastic materials. It is designed to 
soften even cured glue without 
damaging the plastic, and comes in a 
29ml bottle. Ideal for those unhappy 
accidents that happen so frequently 
about the workbench. 

Available from 
www.cmkkits.com 
•SAM 




Acrylic Hobby Colours 



LIFECOLOR 

DCS 02 Base Color Set 

Price: £19.99 




LC01 White FS 37925 



LC02 Black FS 37038 



LC03 Yellow FS 33591 



Lifecolor's acrylic range offers superb 
quality paints. They dry quickly, mix 
and spray well, and the pots are some 
of the most user- 
friendly you could 
wish for. They don't 
seem to get crusty, 
and the screw cap 
keeps everything 
airtight and tidy. 

This starter set 
of twelve base 
matt colours is an 
ideal introduction 
to the paint, featuring all the most 
useful basic items for most modelling 
needs. Colours include: 



LC06 Red FS 31302 



LC10 Dark Blue FS 35052 



LC15 Tan FS 33245 




LC16 Raw Siena FS 30076 
LC17 Brown FS 30108 



LC35 French Blue FS 35044 



LC36 Leather FS 33275 



LC37 Burnt Umber FS 30040 
LC40 Dragon Green FS 34062 



A full range of Lifecolour 
and Iwata products can be 
viewed online at 
www.airbrushes.com If you 
haven't started airbrushing 
yet, pay them a visit and get hooked up! 
•SAW 




0NF CQIOR FREE 




12 Basic Matt colors for modellers Art. DCS 02 
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ILIAD DECALS mm**""""* 

334 Sunnyside Ave., Ottawa, ON K15 0S1 Canada-www.iliad-design.com 




303 The Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent DA6 8DT — ~ - 
Tel/Fax: (020) 8298 7177 



PLASTIC & METAL KIT 
RETAILERS HOBBY & 
PASTIME MATERIALS 



MON/TUES/THU US/FBI /SAT 9.30 - 5.30 
CiOSED WEDNESDAY 




www.kitkrazy.com 

FULL KIT LIST, 1,000's OF DELETED KITS 



APRIL 
2009 UST 

NOW 
AVAILABLE 



COLLECTIONS BOUGHT FOR CASH 



Email: steve@kitkrazy.com 



VISA 



Incorporating 1 ,000's of kits and collectables. 
New and deleted kits and toys. 

Mode/ building service available 

AIRFIX, ITALERI, TAMIYA, REVELL, HELLER, 
MONOGRAM, MATCHBOX, ACADEMY, 
HASEGAWA, 
FROG, AURORA, HAWK, HOBBYCRAFT. 

SEND SAE WORTH 70p FOR CURRENT LISTS 




VISA 



NEW MAIL ORDER LISTS - SEND 70p SAE 



X$&t NEW ALLEY CAT PRODUCTS 

RESIN AND 0ECAI CONVERSION SETS AC0-SBO05 BAE HavrtiS (SLACK SCHEME) lor 19. 100 ana 

AC72C09C SC9 CanDerra conversion designed 1c* the 208H Squadrons includes enough sienal data (or 3 

Xl-akit tot _ — . .£9.95 aircraft £10.50 

ACJSC08C SC9 Canberra conversion designee toe the ACOJ80O6 Post War Test f6f-5K Hellcats (8 AHcralt)15A5 

AtfflxkJt £14.95 AC0-8007 Fry Navy 100 Vear Anniversary BAE display 

Hawk _ - £6.95 

DECAIS AC 03200' Post War Test F6f-5K rtttats (6 Aircraft).. £7.50 

ACO72C03 Ooster Mateor HF Vk 11. 12 and 14 (12 

aircraft) £7.95 COMPLETE KIT 

ACD72C04 BAE Hawks (BLACK SCHEME) tor 19, 100 arid ACRM8-01 Jmdwk MK3TMK4 this is a fully detailed Hi 

203R Sqcadions includes enojofi slena data tor 3 '"ciyjrv; tee J rd *ih and 'he ground iro ley. n s cas* in 

aircraft - £850 resin, MSB meal and Incluofls pfwto-etcti parts. 

ACD?20O5 Post War Test F6F-5K Hefcats IS Aircraft). £4.95 Complete with Cecals for RAf RAAF, and assumed DSN 

AC072C06 Ry Navy 100 year anniversary BAE dsalay scheme. There are decais for 10 soecrdc aircraft, but 

ffnfc £4.95 more can tie made from the cecal sheet Price TBC 

Monlex Masks and kits are now being stocked, and il we do not have something you are looking for we will take orders. 

For customers thai arr not able to gel acce** to the website pleaio phone or write for a full list ol ALLEY CAT. FAA Models, 
and Rotor Craft products that arc available. 48 Ambrose Rise, Dedndge. West Lothian. LH54 6JI United Kingdom. 



Website: www.a2zeemodels.co.uk * Email: a2zeemodels@aol.com 

Tel: +44(0) 1506 416 444 




P 7ECH-SIX Publications ^ 

Aircraft profiles from Publications MB1 

Focke-Wuif Fw 1 89 £6.50 Republic P-47 Thunderbolt at £7.40 
Polikarpov U-2 / Po-2 at £1 0.50 Avia B-35 / B-1 35 at £1 0.90 

Northrop P-61 Black Widow / Lavochkin La-7 (re-print) at £1 0.90 
F-15 Reporter at £10.90 Lavochkin La-5 at £14.50 

Heinkel He 162 Spatz (Volksjager) at £ 13.90 (re-print) 
NEW !! Avia B-534 Czechoslovak Fighter 3rd and 4th Version at £ 15.90 

(tales! modeiRlE profile 73 pages packed luH ot photos, aircraft manual extracts. detail drawings and colour artwork for 
this iconic Czechoslovak pre-war biplane fighlsr aircralt. All MBI profiles rave full text in Czech and English) 

The Airports of Prague - hardback, bilingual, historical and photographic record 

Vol. 1 1918 to 1946 al £21.00 Vol. 2 1947 lo 2000 at E24.50 Vol.3 2001 to 2005 at £26.20 
Czech-Six Publications - the authorised UK dislnbuto' for Publications MB! 

Send cheques only please with order, (add £ 0.60 per book for Post and Packaging, overseas rales on 
request, plus option of PayPal), made payable to Czech-Six Publications, to: 

17 Goodwyns Place, Tower Hill. Dorking, Surrey. RH4 2AW Telephone 01306 889584 

www.czechsixpublications.com 



KINGKITcio 

77//; ORIGINAL KIT DEALER (Est. 1983) -^mEt^T 



Unmade Plastic Kits, Accessories, 
Decals, Magazines etc 
Bought and Sold 

Send £3.50 for our latest hard copy catalogue or visit our website 

w w wJkingkit .co .uk 

where slock is updated daily with secure online ordering 



SPRINGHILL TRADING ESTATE, 
ASTON STREET, SHIFNAL, SALOP TF11 8DR 




Production 



PLASTIC MODEL KITS 

Visit an official website & e-shop at www.cmkkits.com 



72082 



IB 

Production 




ms SH48038 




Arado Ar ASA 

72502 

Re-issue 




[1/72] 1/48] 

<ms S H721 70 



^ FokkerD.II 
"Black & White Tails" 



Arado Ar-95B 
"Land Version" 




1/72 1/72 





m 

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED SERIES 




Nakajima 
Ki-43-ll Oscar 

RK001 

Focke Wulf 
Fw 1 90 A-6 

"Ace Oberst Hajo 
Herrmann" 

sf>ec>e%L 

1/48 



FRANCE source: U.K. ]3 Australia ferjfeeies 

AB TOY'S -eddyrami@aol.com source: f i M»'/»Y.T.'i*-i source: rf*-t 

TMA - josofernandeztma@wanadoo.fr. soles@hannants.co.uk sales@hobblesaustralia.com.au 
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17 XL601 of 1[F] Sqn 

Stationed at RAF Waterbeach in I960. The aircraft also served with 19(F) Sqn, 233 and 237 OCUs, 4FTS, and went on to join FRADU at Yeovilton in 1985 



Side by Side 

Hawker Hunter two-seat trainers 

by Jack Trent 

Building the single-seat Hunter has to be one of the easier tasks confronting the 
modeller these days, with such excellent kits available in scales ranging from 
1/144 to 1/32, but for many enthusiasts this will lead inevitably to the two- 
seater, and like so many other modern jet types, no collection of the basic front- 
line variant will be complete without a couple of trainers to show how a dynamic 
and attractive airframe can be stretched into the most fantastic and implausible 
of shapes in an effort to squeeze in an extra pilot. 




Originally built as a single-seat FA WV372 was rebuilt in 1959 following an accident. The 
aircraft avoided scrapping following withdrawal from 4FTS and has been an airworthy 

survivor for over a decade (All images via And/ Evans) 




f course there are those to 
whom the Hunter twin is the 
more beautiful, and no 
shortage of paeans to the 



machine, and it is the purpose of this 
month's profile not to lecture on a type 
well-documented elsewhere, but to 
assist the reader to place the machine 
in context. To what end, you may ask, 
would we want to perform major 




The heavy canopy framing and oddly 
flattened appearance of the aircraft's front 
end are apparent in this view 



General Characteristics (Hunter T.7> 



Crew: 


2 


Span: 


33 ft 8 in (11.25m) 


Length: 


48 ft 10.5 in (9.12m) 


Powerplant: 


One 8,000 lb thrust Rolls-Royce Avon 122 


Max Speed: 


(36,000 ft): 600 knots (Mach 0.92) 


Service ceiling: 47.000ft 


Weight: 


Empty, 13,360 lb. Loaded, 17.200 lb 


Armament: 


One lixed 30-mm Aden gun 



surgery on a perfectly good kit - or 
spend time and energy bringing an old 
one up to scratch? 

Of course the dynamic dual's history 
does, by and large, follow the 
development and service career of the 
single-seater, so it is worth noting briefly 
that the first production Hunter Rl flew 
on 16 May 1953. The Hunter was a 
conventional all-metal monoplane, 
employing a Martin-Baker 2H or 3H 
ejector seat, and a fuselage of 
monocoque construction, with a 
removable rear section for engine 
maintenance. The mid-mounted wings 
had a leading-edge sweep of thirty-five 
degrees and an airbrake was fitted under 
the ventral rear fuselage. 

Hawkers started to develop the two- 
seat advanced trainer as a private 
venture in 1953, when it became 
apparent that the Hunter's performance 
outstripped that of existing training 



aircraft to an unwarrantable degree. The 
controversial side-by-side layout was 
agreed upon, and the first prototype flew 
in July 1955, appearing at the 
Famborough air show later that year. Just 
like your old Matchbox kit, it was 
basically a single-seater with a new front 
end tagged on, and the cannon pack 
deleted and replaced with a single 
30mm cannon fitted to the starboard 
side. Initial stability problems resulted in 
a long period of development, and it was 
not until mid-1956 that airflow problems 
were solved, and an order for the newly 
designated T.7 was placed by the 
Ministry of Supply. The two-seat trainer 



used the Mk 4H ejection seat and aside 
from the revised front end differed little 
from the single seater - it employed the 
later, larger wing - except for the addition 
of a fairing in the tail for a braking 
parachute. The first T.7s entered service 
with 229 OCU in May 1958. 

Fifty-five aircraft were built as T7s, 
and the last ten finished as T8s for the 
Royal Navy, these latter being fitted 
with arrestor hooks and other naval 
equipment. Aircraft in RAF service 
were allocated all across the board, 
one aircraft apiece to most front-line 
squadrons, with the balance sent to 
229 OCU at Chivenor in 1958. The 
T.7 served the RAF well as an 
advanced pilot and weapons trainer for 
over two decades. 

With the introduction of aircraft like 
the Sea Vixen and the Scimitar, the 
Royal Navy recognised a need for a fast 
jet trainer of its own. In naval service the 
aircraft had a varied second-line career 
as a fast jet trainer and Fleet 
Requirements machine, and some of the 
last twin-seat Hunters operated with the 
FRADU long after the type had ceased 




Another Danish Hunter with a long career. ET 274 was built by Fokker and sold to the RDAF 
in 1967. Denmark also operated the T.53, which utilised the F.4 wing 
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XL573 has had a long and busy life in private ownership, and is seen here wearing 12 Sqn. markings. This aircraft was one of a handful of IFIS equipped aircraft operating briefly with 237 OCU 



regular operations elsewhere. FRADU 
operations included playing aggressor 
roles for naval units, and in the latter 
days of the Hunter's service they were 
flown by civilian pilots. The naval I8s 
was followed by the T.8B, the T.8C and 
most spectacularly in 1979 by the T.8M. 
Where hitherto modifications had been 
comparatively innocuous, chiefly 
navigational equipment and the addition 
of the Hariey light in the nosecone, the 



Instrumentation System (IFIS), used on 
the English Electric Lightning and the 
Buccaneer, the only external difference 
being a small probe visible on the lower 
port fuselage, just behind the cockpit. 

With the proposed introduction of 
the TSR.2 a T.12 variant had been on 
the cards, but this project was 
cancelled. A single aircraft was built, 
and this operated for some years with 
the Royal Aircraft Establishment, being 




Danish T.7 ET 273. The nose and cockpit of this aircraft currently reside at the Aeroventure 
Museum in Doncaster 



T.8M added a whole new dimension of 
strangeness to the type, with the 
extended nose cone designed to house 
the Blue Fox radar. The machine married 
a T.8 with a Sea Harrier nose, and was 
used to train pilots for the brand new 
Sea Harrier FRS.l. One of these strange 
collections of parts survives in the Fleet 
Air Arm Museum to this day - testament 
to the Navy's long standing tradition of 
'make do and mend.' 

One interesting footnote to the twin's 
RAF career was the transfer of several 
navy T.8Cs to the RAF for use as 
Buccaneer trainers. These machines 
operated with 237 OCU, and were fitted 
out with the OR946 Integrated Flight 



involved, among other things, in fly-by- 
wire developments. This airframe was 
the only British operated example of 
Hawkers' up-engined trainer, which saw 
such success in the export market as 

the T.66. 

With nineteen countries operating the 
Hunter, both the original design and the 
uprated T.66, the twin-seater naturally 
travelled the world, and aircraft were 
occasionally re-acquired by Hawkers and 
refurbished for resale. The Dutch 
operated the T.7 between 1956 and 
1968, sharing them with the Belgians 
under a co-operative agreement. 
Denmark operated the unique T.53, 
which differed from the T.7 in having F.4 




XL564 of the ETPS at Boscombe Down 

wings instead of F.6, while the Swiss 
operated their T68s well into the 
1990s. Hunters saw service in the 
Middle East, Africa, and South America, 
and wherever the single-seat aircraft 
went, the trainer toliowed, so modellers 
wishing to pursue the subject further will 
find themselves spoiled for choice, as far 
as colours and markings are concerned. 

For many the Hunter represents one 
of the pinnacles of aircraft design, and 
both single- and twin-seat variants have 



proved popular modelling subjects over 
the years. Ugly though some may call 
it, the T.7 and its sprawling sub- 
variants have been an essential part of 
many airforces over the post-war 
decades and with some airframes still 
surviving, airworthy, in private hands - 
notably those operated by Hawker 
Hunter Aviation Ltd. - it will no doubt 
remain a regular fixture at airshows for 
some years to come. 

mtm 




Privately owned - and immaculately restored - XL577 masquerading in Blue Diamonds colours 
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Resin Rhinoplasty 

for a Two-Seat Tiger 




HAWKER HUNTER T7fT.B/T.68 Convorslon 



by Paul Bradley 

Wiile the Hunter modeller 
las had it pretty good in 
-ecent years, with the 
excellent Revell F.6 and 
FGA.9 kits in 1/144, 1/72 and 1/32, the 
poor T-bird has been rather neglected. In 
1/72, the only options have been the 
very old Air Conversions resin cockpit 
section, and the rather poor Matchbox 
kit, neither of which addresses all the 
T.7/8 differences and both of which have 
severe accuracy issues. Aeroclub made a 
nice mixed-media model with vacform 
fuselage and wings, but this 
unfortunately has not been available for 
many years. Luckily, Philippe Jacques of 
PJ Production in Belgium has come to 
our rescue with a resin conversion set 
that enables the modeller to create 
almost any Hunter two-seater. 

Philippe was kind enough to send me 
a test shot of this new set, which is 
intended for either of the Revell kits, 
though you should take note that not all 
T-bird variants can be made using the 
F.6 kit - more on that later. Presented in 
PJ's usual blue box, there are a total of 



twenty-two pieces, some of which are 
optional, plus two vacform canopies, 
there being a spare. The resin in this 
test shot was perfectly cast and features 
fine engraved panel lines where needed. 
Instructions are on four sides of paper 
with comprehensive instructions and 
colour drawings for the four aircraft 
included on the decal sheet, which 
sadly was not ready for inclusion with 
this test shot. 



The four options are: 

RAF - T.7, XL600/83 of 16 Sqn r 

January 1981 

Royal Navy - T.8, XL580 of Flag Office 
Flight Training, RNAS Yeovilton, 1960s 
Dutch Air Force - T.7, N-316, unknown 
unit, 1960s 

Swiss AF-T.68, J-4203 of 
Fliegerstaffel 24, 1990. Includes civil 
registration HB-RVM for post-military 
airshow career. 






PJ Production Hunter T.7/T.8 
Conversion Set 

Kit Number: 721207 

Price: 21.20 Euros 



Hawker HUNTER F. Mk.6 

1:72 




TECHNICAL DATA 



Hawker Hunter F.6 

Scale: 1/72 



Kit No: 04350 



Price: £9.99 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Manufacturer: Revell 



The PJ resin conversion parts include an optional nose cone for a Swiss T-G8 



The nose section is the focus of this 
set, and PJ has included vertically-split 
hollow-moulded nose halves. There are 
three nose halves included - a standard 
starboard side and two alternative port 
sides, one with and one without a cannon 
fairing. This allows the modeller to build a 
either a single-gun T.7/8 or a two-cannon 
export T-bird. The insides of these nose 
halves feature recesses to align the 
cockpit tub. The tub is moulded in one 
piece, complete with sidewalls and the 
central console between the pilots, and 
there is some instrumentation detail on 
these areas. The front wheel well is 
moulded to the underside of the tub, 
which gives very positive location for both 
the tub and well. 

Two Martin Baker M8.4 seats are 
included, and are nicely detailed with 
complete belts. The instrument panel is 



/ 



The Revell F.6 fuselage alongside the PJ resin nose 



Optional port nose sections allow uprated export models to 
be modelled with two cannon 



The cockpit tub, seat and panel 
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Hunter T.8 1WU39B 

This aircraft was originally built as an F.4 lor the RAF, making its first flight on 24th August 1955. The aircraft was 
subsequently acquired by the Royal Navy and converted to a T8, joining 759S NAS in 1965. It is depicted here in the 
overall Dark Sea Grey it carried with FRADU, with which it served between 1990 and 1995, and carries the Yeovilton 
base code, VL 




b/y 




Hunter T.8 WT702 

The second production Hunter F.4, transferring to the Royal Navy after conversion to 18 in 1959. Seen here in overall 
metal finish with day-glo warning panels, the aircraft is carrying markings as seen in FRADU service at Yeovilton 
prior to 1978. WT702 was involved in a fatal crash in December 1982 




Hunter T.8 XE664 

Another T.8 conversion joining 764 NAS in 1959. The aircraft had a varied and colourful career, being converted to a 
T.75 and sold to Singapore. The aircraft here carries the LM tail code for a Lossiemouth based aircraft, and is in 
overall natural metal with yellow wing and fuselage bands 




LM 





Hunter T.8 XL598 

Built for the Navy as a T.8, entering service with 764 NAS in January 1959. The aircraft went on to serve with FRADU, 
and subsequently carried the Dark Sea Grey livery that suits the type so well. Offered for disposal in 1994, the 
aircraft was sold and went on to a further career in South Africa, coded ZU-ATH 




ROYAL NAVY 




Artwork © 2009 John Fox 
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MDF15 - F-14 Tomcat 




The Grumman F-14 Tomcat . 

m ^1 



THE GRUMMAN I "| 

^-H Tomcat 




OUT NOW 




written by Andy Evans 



□ 128 Pages -full colour throughout 
! Details of the F-14A, F-14B and F-14D and Bombcat varian 
In depth views of the Tomcats down by the US Navy and Iranian Air Force 
Walkrounds, Weapons and Warfare. 
Flying the Tomcat - from the Cockpit' commentary 
32 Colour profiles ^ 
Guide to available kits and accessories 
Modelling the Tomcat in popular scales 
Scale Plans 






128 pgs, Ml colour 
Size 210 x297mm 

ISBN 9551858-6-1 
RRP£1999 



Modellers Datafiles 



MDF 14... collect the whole set! 

MDF 14 Phantom II - Part 3: Overseas Variants 
MDF 13 Phantom II - Part 2: USN & USMC Variants 
MDF 12 Phantom II - Part 1: USAF Variants 



F-4 Phantom - Pt 3 

MDF 14 



F-4 Phantom - Pt 2 

MDF 13 




15 



128 065, 'ul! colour 
Size 210 x 297mm 
ISBN 9551858-4-X 
RRP £15.00 



F-4 Phantom - Pt 1 

MDF 12 





128 pgs. full colour 
Size 210 \ 297mm 
ISBN 9551858-3-1 
RRP £15.00 



BAe Sea Harrier X 

MDF n 



Va Harrier 



E lg 00 

I'll*'! 




128 pgs. full colour 
Size 210 * 297mm 



ISBN 9551858-2-3 
RRP £18.00 

L 



Bf 109 Part 2 
MDF 10 




222 pgs, 64 colour 
Size 210 x 297mm 
ISBN 951858-1-5 
RRP £18.00 



Bf 109 Part 1 

MDF 9 




Gloster Meteor 

MDF 8 



180 pgs, 64 colour 
Size 210<297mm 
ISBN 9551858-0-7 
RRP £18.00 



i 




126 pgs. 48 colour 
Size 210 x 297mm 
ISBN 9533465-8-7 
RRP £15.00 



E.E. Lightning 

MDF 7 



UGH? M NG 





128 pgs, 48 colour 
Size 210 x 297mm 
ISBN 9533465-7-9 
RRP £15.00 



Bristol Beaufighter 

MDF 6 



i 



£ 15 .00 




180 pgs, 64 colour 
Size 210 x 297mm 
ISBN 9533465-5-2 
RRP £19.99 



Spitfire Part 2 

MDF 5 




£ 15 .00 
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Avro Lancaster 

— MDF 4 

E 15 



180 pgs (M colour) 
Size 210 x 297mm 
ISBN 9533465-W 
RRP £17.99 



J 




180 pgs {64 cofcur) 
Size 210 x 297mm 
ISBN 9533465-3-6 
RRP £17,99 



Order now while stocks last! 

Once they are gone they are gone for good. 
If you have any gaps in your collection avoid 
disappointment. Don't delay, order now. 

We do not reprint! 



* Modellers Datalile p&p rates: UK add £2.50: 
Europe add £3.50; World add £5.00; per book 



t The decal sheets with the Harrier Datafile 
were available only for advanced orders. 
We apologize if this has caused any confusion 
- these are now out of stock. 



Datafiles - Multibuy Offer 

Any 2 Books Any 3 Books 






Offer applies to: □ M° F 4 Lancaster 

\Z MDF 5 Spitfire Part 2 □ MDF 6 Beaufighter 



MDF 7 Lightning 



MDF 8 Meteor 



The SAM Store 



April 2009 



Scale Aviation Modeller 




flit 

RtaH stuff 



Each month, Scale Aviation 
Modeller International 

includes reviews of the 
latest accessories and 
decals, book reviews, in- 
depth articles on a variety 
of aviation topics and 
detailed studies, from WW1 to the present- 
Contributions are made by 
respected authors and historians, 
and always produced with the s^Sol^^ 
modeller in mind. 'ss^ 135&0530 

Cover price E3.95 




Model Aircraft Monthly 



Each month, Model Aircraft 
Monthly is packed with 
photo-archive, scale plans, 
colour side views and 
authoritative articles on real 
aircraft types. 

Model Aircraft Monthly 
provides you, the enthusiast with the 
material to make your 
pastime complete and your 
models accurate to the last detail. 





84 : 0 full colour 
Size 210* 297mm 
ISSN 1475-3405 
Cover price £3.80 



Scale Military Modeller 



1 MMSa»m scaie 



The essential military 
modellers magazine, Scale 
Military Modeller 
International gives the 
armour enthusiast a fresh 
approach to scale lighting 
vehicle and figure 
modelling. Loaded with news, previews, 
reviews, model builds and feature 
sections to inspire and inform, 
written in a 'user-friendly' style 
aimed at all levels of modellers. 




34 pgs, full colour 
Size 210 x 297mm 
ISSN 1475<3391 
Cover pr.ee £3 80 



Subscriptions 



Subscribe and save money! 

That's not all. This is what you get when you 
subscribe to any SAM Publications title: 
o Free delivery to your door 

Guaranteed supply each month 

Save £s on UK news-stand rates! 

Automatic renewal reminder 

More pages than any other comparable title! 

Regular chances to win kits, books and 

accessories! 

Automatic membership of the SAM Club. 
This entitles you to 10% off binders, back 
issues and books - including most special 
offers! 

O The monthly SAM Club prize draw for 
subscribers. Win a variety of model kits, 
materials and books. Up to three winners 
each month! 

Special offers exclusive to subscribers 
through the year 

Note: To claim your SAM Club discounts you must 
present your subscriber reference number which can 
be found on your magazine envelope address label 
each month. 




Eagles Wings 





Special Offer 

Volume 1 includes: 
oFocke-Wulf Fwl90F-8 
O Junkers Ju 87A 

Junkers Ju 88A-4 
O Junkers Ju 188A-1 
O Messerschmitt Bf 109G-6 
O Messerschmitt Me 410 
O Messerschmitt Me 163B-la 
Appendices: Available Kits, Accessories, Decals relating 
to above aircraft types. Concise Luftwaffe paint guide. 

• Eagle's Wings p&p rates: 

UK add £2.50; Europe add £3.50; World 
add £5.00; per book 

12S pgs. full colour 
Sire 210 x 297mm 
ISBN 9533465-6-0 
RRP £14.99 



Only available from SAM Limited 



Back Issues 



Back issues are available at: 



UK 




Overseas 




Buy 3, get a 4th free! 

(only when you order direct from SAM Limited) 
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trictsz: 



^^•■'AjRCRAFi 



Panther 
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14 . icHaWllani 



MBt 1 




Visit www.sampublicationsxom to see the back 
issues currently available. 






Fairey Battle 

Aviation Guide No. 1: 
Z> In-depth photographic 
coverage 

Covers all variants 
O 68 pages (16 in colour) 

Scale plans 
O Colour side views by Richard J. Caruana 
O Comprehensive listing of all squadrons 

and operators 
O Written by Ian D. Huntley 

* Aviation Guide p&p rales: 

UK add £1.00; Europe add £1.50; World 
add £2.00; per book 

68 pgs (16) colour 
Size 210 x297mm \ 
1S8N 9533465-6-0 , 
RRP £8.00 



Only available from SAM Limited 



Binders 



Available to all readers, 
strong, robust 'Cordex' 
binders to hold 12 issues 
of Scale Aviation Modeller 
(in green) or Model 
Aircraft Monthly (black). 
The binders use a bonded 
nylon cord, allowing easy insertion and removal 
of your magazines, holding them firmly in 
place, without damaging them. 

The binder carries the magazine 
logo in gold leaf and a set of 
volume numbers. 





Modellers Guide 



A Comprehensive 
Guide for the Modeller 

- Intermediate Level 
The successful 12-part 
work, seen in Scale 
Aviation Modeller, is 
available as a complete set with binder. 
Fully illustrated in colour. 
O 1: In the Marketplace 2: Getting Started 
O 3: Interiors and Details o 4: Putting it Together 

-j 6: Masking 




5: Preparations for Painting 
7: Painting 8: Markings 
9: Vacform Kits & Accessories 
O 10: Rigging, Wiring, Strings 
O 11: Finishing Touches 
D 12: Whaf to do Next 



* Modellers Guide p&p rates: 
UK add £1.00; 
Europe add £1.50; 
World add £2.00; 
per book 



Written by 
Gary Hatcher 

Sponsored by 



AIRFIX 





Only available from SAM Limited 



96 pgs colour 
Size 144 x 204mm 



Secure online ordering at www.sampublications.com ^ 
Order hotline +44 (0)8707 333 733 sampS^*** 



Subscription Offer 



FREE KITS! 



Terms and conditions (Scale Military Modeller and Model Aircraft Monthly new subscription offer): 

• UK customers - free kit of your choice, postage and packaging free ■ Overseas customers - free kit of your choice, 
postage and packing £5.00 • Limited Offer - If your choice of kit is out of stock, another offer kit will be substituted 

• Only one kit per subscriber • This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer from SAM Publications. 



Subscribe to Scale Military Modeller International and receive a FREE kit! 






Military 

MODELLER m 

In association with 



ftevell 



Panzerhaubitze 
PzH 2000 

03042 - 1/35 □ 



Tank Transporter SLT50-3 

'Elefanf & SaAnh. 52t 

03145- 1/72 □ 



Kanonenjagdpanzer 

(KaJaPa) 

03068 - 1/35 □ 




84 pgs. full colour 
Sim 210 x297mm 
ISSN 1475-3391 
Cover note £3.80 



Simply select your choice 
and tick the box on the 
Order Form {B) overleaf. 



Subscribe to Model Aircraft Monthly and receive a FREE kit! 

B MODEL 

Aircraft 

MONTHLY 

In association with 



MODEL 





ainilM 1QQ SERIES 



Bf 109F 

Messerchmitt 

04101 - 1/48 □ 



BAe Hawk 

100 Series 

05111-1/48 




r :LWfSUNQ*RlANftl 

Short Sunderland I 

06001 - 1/72 □ 




AIRFIX 




84 pgs, full colour 
Size 210 i 297mm 
ISSN 1475-3405 
Cover price £3.80 




Simply select your choice 
and tick the box on the 
Order Form (B) overleaf. 



Order Form (A) 



Delivery and Payment Details 




Payable by Cheque or 
Credit/Debit Card - 
Visa, Mastercard, 
American Express, 
Maestro (Switchj/Solo. 

When paying by 
credit/debit card, please 
ensure you include your 
Security Number as 
payment cannot be taken 
without it. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 



Send to: 

SAM Publications 

Media House, 21 Kingsway. Bedford, MK42 9BJ, UK 

Tel: +44(0) 8707 333733 
Fax: +44 (0) 8707 333744 
email: mail@sampublications.com 



Mr/Mrs/Ms Initials 



Address 



Postcode/Zip 



Subscription Reference 



Surname 



Country 



Daytime Telephone Number 



A I enclose a £ Sterling cheque made payable to 'SAM Limited' 



B I enclose a $ US cheque made payable to 'SAM Publications' 



C Please charge my Visa Mastercard American Express 



Maestro (Switch)/Solo 



Valid From 
Card Number 
Security Code 

Signed 











Expiry Date 











Maestro (Switch)/Solo Iss No 



Last 3 digits (4 for Amex) of the Security Number on reverse of card 



Today's Date 




Secure online ordering at www.sampublications.com 
Order hotline +44 (0)8707 333 733 



SAM PUBLICATIONS 



Order Form (B) a P ni 2009 



Scale Military Modeller 





Military 

MODELLER — " * 

BINDERS Please pre-order 
Scale Military 
Modeller 

Binder(s) at £9.00 each 
(incl. p&p) 



New Subscription Offer 

Subscribe to Scale Military Modeller 
and receive a FREE BBE kit! 



SUBSCRIPTIONS Please start my Scale Military Modeller subscription from the next issue 

UK Euro-Priority Euro-Standard World-Priority World-Standard 

£46.00 



12 issues 



£38.00 



£51.00 



£41.00 



£56.00 



24 issues £73.00 £98.00 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER Choose your FREE kit 
Panzerhaubitze 



£79.00 £108.00 



£88.00 





Tank Transporter 




Kanonenjagdpanzer 



UK - postage free; Rest of World - add £5.00 

BACK ISSUES SPECIAL OFFER Available at £1.00 inc p&p (UK), £1.00 + p&p at cost (Overseas) 
Scale Models up to Vol 31 Iss 365, Scale Models International Vol 31 Iss 368 - Vol 35 Iss 414, , 
Scale Models Collector Vol 35 Iss 415 - Vol 38 Iss 448 

Volume Issue 



Volume Issue 



Volume Issue Volume; Issue 



Volume ] Issue 



Volume ] Issue Volume [ Issue Volume Q Issue 



Scale Aviation Modeller 




odeller 



BINDERS Please send me 

O Scale Aviation 
Modeller 

BinderCs) at £9.00 each 
(incl. p&p) 



SUBSCRIPTIONS Please start my Scale Aviation Modeller subscription from the next issue 

UK Euro-Priority Euro-Standard World-Priority World-Standard 

12 issues n £42.00 ~| £55.00 £45.00 £60.00 £50.00 



L__ J 



24 issues £80.00 J £105.00 £85.00 £115.00 ..095. CO 

BACK ISSUES Available at £3.00 inc p&p (UK), £3.50 inc p&p (Overseas) 
Please send me Scale Aviation Modeller back issues as indicated: 



Volume Issue 


Volume 


Issue 


Volume | Issue [71 


Volume 




Issue □ 


Volume Issue 


Volume 


Issue 


Volume Issue ! 


Volume 




Issue 



Model Aircraft Monthly 



-MODEL 

Ajrcraft Aircraft 

■ MnHtHLY MONTHLY 



MWW 

V^aAl MoiquitOjFR.VI 



MONTHLY 




BINDERS Please send me 
Model Aircraft 
Monthly 

Binder(s) at £9.00 each 
(incl. p&p) 



( 



New Subscription Offer 

Subscribe to Model Aircraft Monthly 

and receive a FREE ^ kit! 



SUBSCRIPTIONS Please start my Model Aircraft Monthly subscription from the next issue 

UK Euro-Priority Euro-Standard World-Priority World-Standard 

12 issues ~1 £38.00 P, £51.00 £41.00 H £56.00 [H £46.00 



24 issues 



£73.00 



£98.00 



£79.00 



£108.00 



£88.00 



SUBSCRIPTION OFFER Choose your FREE kit 
_ Bf 109F 




BAe Hawk 



Sunderland 



Postage and packing - add $10.00 

BACK ISSUES Available at £3.00 inc p&p (UK), £3.50 inc p&p (Overseas) 
Please send me Model Aircraft Monthly back issues as indicated: 



Volume 1 ! Issue 



Volume Issue 



r 



Volume ! 1 Issue [ Volume Issue [ 



Volume | Issue Volume Issue | Volume ] Issue 



Volume [ Issue [ 



Modellers Datafiles 



F-4 Phantom U 




'p&p rates: Modellers Dataitle 
UK £2.50; Europe £3.50; 
World £5.00; per book 



MODELLERS DATAFILE Please send me the following books: 

P MDF16 at £19.99 + p&p* pre-order (out April 2009) 



MDF15 at £19.99 + p&p" 



MDF14 at £15.00 + p&p* 


MDF13 at £15.00 + p&p* 


□ MDF12 at £15.00 + p&p* 


MDF11 at £18.00 + p&p* 


MDF10 at £18.00 + p&p* 


MDF9 at £18.00 + p&p" 


MDF8 a: £15.00 • p&p* 


MDF7 at £15.00 -f p&p* 


MDF6 at £15.00 + p&p" 


MDF5 at £15.00 + p&p* 


MDF4 at £15.00 + p&p* 




MDF MULTIBUY OFFER Please send me the following books: 
Modellers Datafile l_J 2 Book Multibuy at £20.00 + p&p* □ 


3 Book Multibuy at £30.00 + p&p* 



Multibuy selection: 



MDF8 



MDF7 



MDF6 



MDF5 



MDF4 



Books 



"p&p rates per book; 

AirData, Modellers Guide & Aviation Guide; 

UK £1.00; Europe £1.50; World £2.00 

Eagles Wings: UK £2.50; Europe £3.50; World £5.00 



AirData 1 - BAe Systems Hawk □ £9.99 + p&p* AirData 2 - Panavia Tornado ids □ £9.99 + p&p* [ 
MODELLERS GUIDE - Intermed. £7.50 + p&p* [ 



AVIATION GUIDE - Fairey Battle £8.00 + p&p' 



EAGLE'S WINGS- Volume 1 



£5.00 + p&p* 



PJ provide a spare vacform canopy in case of little 
accidents 




Creating the intake trunking was easy with some smoothed 
filler 




Removing part of the fuselage side allows some of the added 
engine detail to show 




The completed conversion primed for painting 



Plenty of room in the nose for weights 

moulded integrally with the coaming, 
and this is a good representation of the 
T.7 panel. Rather than painting it, I used 
a decal panel from an old Modeldecal 
sheet I had available. The control 
columns are nice; all parts were then 
fitted to the tub and given a light 
drybrushing to bring out the detail. 

Each nose half has a recessed area for 
the tub to rest into, similarly for the front 
wheel well, so there will be no alignment 
issues with these parts. With the tub in 
place, I added a couple of fishing weights 
to the voids around it, just to prevent any 
possibility of tail-sitting. The cockpit 
halves were superglued together and 
these fit perfectly with a minimum of filler 
required and I was pleased to note these 
parts feature alignment pins, the first time 
I have seen this on resin aftermarket parts 
and a very helpful feature. 

With the cockpit halves together, I 
added the nose cone - this being a 
separate piece to accommodate the 
optional Swiss T.68, which had ECM 
lumps, and for which an 
appropriately-festooned piece is 
provided as an alternate. 

With assembly of the new nose 
section completed, it was time to 
commit irrevocably and do some 
surgery on the donor kit. PJ's 




PJ and Matchbox kits from above - note how much more pointed the PJ nose is 



instructions tell you to remove the nose 
on a panel line just inside the intakes - 
to allow for errors, I cut slightly ahead 
of this line, then was able to sand 
back later. 

One of the few shortcomings of the 
Revell Hunter is the complete lack of 
intake detail, however, I have a relatively 
easy fix that I have used on both my 
Revel! builds. There are two stages to 
this: firstly, creating the intake trunking, 
which involves the wing assembly and 
secondly, creating a representation of the 
Avon's first compressor face. 



Taking the wings first, I glued the 
halves together, and then spread a thin 
layer of putty to the roof and floor of 
the intake - this prevents the possibility 
of a chemical reaction attacking the 
plastic, as can happen if too thick a 
layer of putty is layered at once. Once 
that had dried, 1 added a lump of putty 
into each intake and using a damp 
cotton bud, I moulded this out to a 
smooth curving surface, blending into 
both the floor and roof of the trunk, 
extending forward to the intake lips and 
backwards to the front of the wheel 



A side-view comparison of the PJ and Matchbox noses 



well wall. The aim is to get a smooth, 
seamless transition from the intake lips 
to the side of the fuselage. Once this is 
dry, it can be painted a dirty white, the 
most common colour for Hunter intake 
trunking. (why didn't I think of that 
back in Volume 8? - Editor) 

The second phase of this fix is to 
create a representation of the front of the 
engine. Although this will be scarcely 
visible on the completed model, it does 
add considerably to the realism should 
someone stick a penlight into your 
Hunter's nostrils, as it were! 

On each fuselage half, there is a 
recess where the wings fit - some of this 
will be cut away. Just behind the L- 
shaped tabs that hold the rear end of 
the intake splitter plate in place, I 
marked a D-shape with a marker pen. 
Using a pin vice with a No.65 drill bit, I 
chain drilled around this D, then once 
the rough opening had been made I 
smoothed things out with a sharp knife 
blade, and a rat-tail file. On the inside of 
the starboard fuselage, just behind the 
opening, I added a short tab of plastic 
card, to which was glued a compressor 
face that was in my spares box. Most 
engines of the era were pretty much the 
same diameter and exact detail is not 
important, so anything that looks 




W Q> / 

Revell's snug-fitting main gear doors make fitting underwing 
serials easy 




The main airframe painted and decaled 



Nose art decals were custom made 



Scale Aviation Modeller Apd 2CC9 




parachute housing that featured on all 
two-seat Hunters. 

The new tailcone is an excellent fit, 
needing just a dab of filler to blend it in 
place. The forward fairings for the brake 
parachute housing are provided in very 
thin resin, but these needed some 
trimming to get them to fit properly. 

The canopy I received with the test 
shot was not the final version, which 
was just as well as it did not fit 
particularly well! After much frustration 
and a botched attempt at fairing it in, I 
elected to separate the windscreen and 
canopy and pose it open. I had to do a 
lot of trimming to get the windscreen to 
fit, but the end result isn't too bad - 
considering my general ham-ftstedness 
when it comes to vacform canopies. I 



Over this, I gave the model two coats of 
Testors Metalizer Non-Buffing Aluminum, 
which give a durable and not too shiny 
finish, which looks just right in this 
scale. The masking was removed and 
the model was given a coat of Future 
prior to decaling. 

The 74 Squadron aircraft that I had 
chosen, XL620, is not one of the 
conversion sets decal options but it was 
easy enough to find the required decals 
in my spares box - some Modeldecal 
numbers and letters, Xtradecal roundels, 
and homemade decals for the 
squadron's tiger head and tiger stripes 
on the nose. Note that '620 is one of 
the few regular service Hunters to 
appear with a sloped fin flash. Once 
applied, the decals were sealed in with 



remotely right will do - I think mine 
came from an old Airfix Phantom! It 
needed a little sanding to get it to fit, but 
the effect is just right. 

With this stage done, I dry fit the 
wings to check on the fit of my newly- 
created intake trunking. A little 
adjustment either way, and a smooth 
transition can be made before gluing the 
wings firmly into place. Before that 
happens though, it is best to attach the 
nose section. 




Mating the new nose to the fuselage 
showed an almost perfect fit - the 
remnant pour stubs for the nose halves 
are perfectly shaped to insert into the 
truncated Revell fuselage. Just a 
smidgeon of filler was required to blend 
the two, and the panel line was restored 
later in the build. 

With the nose firmly in place, and the 
wings also attached, the last large lump 



of resin to affix is the aft canopy fairing 
and forward spine. Part of the kit's spine 
will need to be removed, and this is 
clearly marked on the instruction sheet. 
Once again, I cut a little ahead of the 
advised cut line so I could sand back for 
an exact fit. I did have to use a little 
filler to blend the front into the back of 
the cockpit section, but that was entirely 
my fault - a little overzealous and 
uneven sanding of the pour stub at the 
front of the spine. 

I have to say that the quality of the 
castings is very good with this set. The 
parts fit very well, and they are all cast 
very cleanly with thought given to the 
size and shape of the pour stubs. 

Turning to the back end, there is a 
choice for the modeller, depending on the 
variant they wish to model, and this also 
affects the donor kit that the modeller 
will need to acquire. If the modeller 
wishes to build a two-seater with an 
Avon 200 engine - mostly export aircraft 
- then the tail cone included in the 
FGA.9 kit will be needed as this has the 
necessary brake parachute housing 
already moulded in place - this part is 
not included in the F.6 kit. Should the 
modeller wish to build an Avon 100- 
equipped T-bird - the RAF's T.7 and RN 
T.8s being the obvious ones here - then 
either the F.6 or FGA.9 kit can be used. 
In this case, the kifs tailcone is replaced 
by a very nice resin tailcone that 
accurately features the smaller diameter 
tailcone of the Avon 100, with the brake 




added a piece of red-painted plastic rod 
to represent the canopy support strut 
that can often be seen in photos of two- 
seaters on the ground. I am assured by 
Philippe that the canopy for the 
production sets will be better fitting. 

With the airframe complete, I gave 
the model a good scrub, then a coat of 
primer. The inevitable clean-up of 
blemishes was acute this time, as I had 
elected to depict one of the High Speed 
Silver T-birds that graced a frontline 
fighter unit - in this case, 74 'Tiger' 
Squadron - and I wanted as smooth a 
finish as possible. Once 1 was satisfied, I 
gave the model a final primer coat and a 
light polishing. 

Actual painting began with some 
Golden Yellow stripes on the wings and 
just forward of the tail, and these were 
masked off to a scale 30 inches wide. 



another coat of Future. 

The undercarriage was straight from 
the box, the nose leg fitting nicely into 
the new nose bay, while I added a single 
set of pylons and 100-gallon drop tanks 
under the wings. The final addition was 
the port wing pitot tube. 

This is a very good set, easy to use 
and a good fit, aside from the non- 
production canopy. Although I didn't 
have the production decals, the options 
are nice and having used PJ decals in 
the past, I would anticipate that they 
will be very easy to use. This set would 
make an ideal first conversion - the 
donor kit is excellent and the engineering 
of the conversion makes it child's play. 
The result is one of the most 
aesthetically-pleasing trainers ever, and a 
great addition to the display case. 

• SAMI 
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Building the Twin-Seater 



Twin-seat Hunters have not 
been well represented in model 
form, and most product that 
has become available has 
involved a degree of conversion work. 
Accessories and details for the single- 
seater, naturally, have been plentiful, and 
not difficult to source, so in the interests 
of clarity this section has omitted generic 
pieces such as seats and undercarriage 
parts, focussing instead entirely on those 
specific items necessary to mode! the 
trainer. To this end we have included 
those kits recommended for available 
conversion sets. 

Welsh Models released a vacform in 
1/144, and this is currently unlisted, 
although a resin conversion for the Revell 
kit is due soon from Whirlybird, so small- 
scale modellers will at last have 
something to add those Modelart FRADU 
decals too. In 1/72 the Matchbox kit - 
also out of production - offers a T.7 in 
injection moulded plastic, and while this 
is not hard to find on the second hand 
market, at prices around the £10.00 
mark, it does require a lot of work to 
bring up to scratch, and the PJ 
conversion set will offer a far better result 
for far less work when employed with a 
Revell kit. 

1/48 saw an Aeroclub T.7 released 
some years ago. This was a complete 
multi-media kit, and the company also 
released a conversion set for the Academy 
Hunter, as did Invicta Resins. Neither of 
these are currently listed as available. 

Finally, in 1/32, Fisher Model and 
pattern have announced a conversion set 
for the Revell kit, although no further 
details are available. 
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Kits 



(Currently available single-seater kits suitable for 
conversion) 



Academy 2169 1/48 Hawker Hunter FGA.9 £14.67 
Aeroclub K422 1/48 Hawker Hunter T.7 OOP 
Matchbox PK117 1/72 Hawker Hunter X7/F6 OOP 
Revell 04039 1/144 Hawker Hunter FGA.9 £3.42 



Revell 04186 l/:72 Hawker Hunter FGA.9/Mk58 £10.99 
Revell 04350 l/:72 Hawker Hunter F Mh 6 £9.99 



Revell 04703 1/:32 Hawker Hunter FGA Mk 9 F58 £29.35 
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Decals 




British naval Hunters have received 
some attention of late, but otherwise the 
cupboard is comparatively bare. Several 
items from Dutch and ADS seem to be 
out of print, while the legendary 
Modelart's 1/144 sheet can occasionally 
be picked up second hand. Fortunately 
most trainer markings can be made up 
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Accessories 



Pi's new set has realty opened the door tor the type. 
Hopefully more will follow in other scales. 



Aeroclub K831 1/48 two-seat conversion for Academy 
kit OOP 



Aeroclub C024 1/72 Vacform canopy tor Matchbox hit 
£1.20 



PJ Productions 1/72 721207 Hunter T7/T.8/168 
conversion for Revell kit £18.50 



Whirlybird WBA 4401 1/144 Hunter two-seat 
conversion £7.99 




from the spares box, as little in the way 

of extraordinary decoration has been 

common in service. 

AOS Decals 1/48 003-48 Hawker Hunter Part 2 OOP 



ADS Decals 1/72 003-72 Hawker Hunter Part 2 OOP 



Dutch Decals 1/32 32004 Hawker Hunter OOP 



Dutch Decals 1/48 48023 Hawker Hunter OOP 



Dutch Decals 1,72 72039 Hawker Hunter OOP 



Model Art 1.72 MA7250 Hunter T8C & I8M £6.36 



Model Art 1/144 MA144001 Hawker Hunter OOP 



Model Alliance 48136 1/48 Senior Service £1272 



Model Alliance 72136 1/72 Senior Service Hunters £8.80 



Modetdecal MD028 1/72 includes Hunter T7 OOP 
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Pick up a Penguin 

Kinetic's NATO Viper modelled in Norwegian markings 



in association with 




LUCKY 

MODEL.com 



By Peter Marshall 

This really is a striking kit. You 
open the box to find it stuffed 
full of plastic. I make it 
twenty-one sprues, the 
majority being stores, some examples of 
which I have spent good money buying 
in resin, I won't list them all here as it 
would take up too much space and you 
can find it elsewhere, but there's enough 
stuff to load up several kits. There is a 
large sixteen-page A4 instruction sheet, 
which is generally very clear and calls 
out aircraft differences and detail 
painting throughout the build. Paint 
numbers are for the Mr Color range and 
there's a full colour A3 sheet for the 
decal placement. The four decal options 



are for Norwegian, Belgian, Dutch and 
Danish F-16AMs, all in the three-tone 
grey except for the Norwegian, which is 
overall grey and there's another (slightly 
larger) sheet for all the weapon 
stencilling. They look a bit glossy but 
we'll see later how they behave. 

Much of the aircraft history on the 
instructions appears to have been taken 
from www.f-16.net, which I can 
recommend a look at. Any resource to 
help clarify the alphabet soup that 
surrounds the F-16 (MLU, MSIR OCU, 
ADF etc.) and the many blocks and sub- 
blocks is welcome. When you factor in 
all the country-specific modifications as 
well I have to say the F-16 is becoming 
a hard plane to model accurately... that 





The parts breakdown - including separate sidewalls - will simplify tooling further variants 



said, there are options galore throughout 
the kit, some not used, so we can 
expect a few more variants yet. 

There are some quite large ejector 
pins, mostly out of sight but some will 
need cleaning up and there are some 
obvious ejector marks on the leading 
edge of the tail and the underside of the 
flaps, which will be very obvious if not 
dealt with. Overall there's an odd 
combination of very delicate detail and 
oversized sprue gates and moulding 
marks where you don't want them. 
Many of the parts are thick but nicely 
detailed and give the general impression 
of a sort of hi-tech limited-run kit. 

Construction 

Construction starts with the cockpit but 
you can parallel-build the air 
intake/nosewheel assembly and the 
mainwheel bay. The instructions would 
have you do the intake section later, but 
I did it now as 1 felt it made it easier to 
fit, while having access to the inside 
meant you could get more leverage on 
the parts. The mainwheel bay is the best 
detailed of any 1/48 F-16 I've built so 
far, and just needs some plumbing to be 
really good. The cockpit is adequate, 
and the separate side panels should 
make it easy to do other versions, but 
the main instrument panel is a little soft 
and lacking in detail. 

The top half of the fuselage is made 
up of two parts, a cockpit-specific front 
part and a rear section, obviously to let 
Kinetic use a standard rear fuselage. To 




TECHNICAL DATA 



F-16A MLU Block 15 NATO Viper 

Scale: 1/48 



Price: £15.82 



Kit No: 48002 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Injection Moulded Plastic 



Manufacturer: Kinetic 



Available from LuckyModel.com 



be honest I think this is asking for 
trouble, and when you see how much 
stuff they've included with this kit I can't 
see that doing two different fuselage 
tops would have been that much more 
expensive, and you need a really good fit 
to avoid an obvious join in a prominent 
area. With some dry fitting and fiddling I 
got them joined as best I could, then 
with the cockpit and mainwheel 
well/intake section in place the fuselage 
halves were joined. The fit is really good 
and the soft plastic glues well and sands 
down easily when required. 

The vertical tail construction is quite 
involved, eleven pieces in the case of 
the one I was using, but fit is good and 
there's a very positive location onto the 
upper fuselage. I'm a little concerned 
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The five-part assembly for the jet pipe makes up into an 
excellent representation 



There are plenty of warning stencils to apply, but care and 
attention pay off with a neat result 



Kinetic have made a very nice job of the exhaust 
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The completed main gear bay 



Just a slight gap visible at the upper fuselage joint 




A lot of excellent detail is included in the main gear bay 



v 






Intake trunking assembly under construction 

that the lower section is a bit broad on 
its top edge, and while the way Kinetic 
have chosen to split the tail does give a 
very sharp leading edge, I found I 
needed to sand down the mating 
surfaces to avoid a step (and those 
ejector marks). You also need to have 
chosen which of the three options 
you're going to use by this stage; I had 
decided to go with the Norwegian, 
purely because I get bored with the 
three-tone grey scheme most operators 
use and at least the Norwegian scheme 
is slightly different. Plus you get to use 
the Penguins! 

At this point I decided to deal with 
the static dischargers, as I knew I would 
have to at some point. It's a bold 
attempt to have them moulded as part 
of the airframe, even to the extent of 
representing the 'stepped' effect, but 
they are depicted central to the trailing 
edge of the wings and tailplane whereas 
on the real thing those on the wing are 
top mounted, the tail ones on the top of 
the port tailplane and on the 
bottom of the starboard, and 



A number of heavy ejector pins needed removal throughout 
the build 



Alternative nose side panels are provided for the different 
variants - one of many decisions that need to be taken 
throughout the build 



on alternate sides on the rudder (this 
last one Kinetic did get right). They are 
over scale, which I fear is inevitable in 
1/48, plus I was always going to lose at 
least a couple during the build so they 
had to go. I cut them off and sanded off 
those stubs moulded in the wrong place. 
We'll fit replacements nearer the end. 



Having fitted the appropriate nose 
side panels, underside strakes, a few 
scoops and aerials, the lower rear 
fuselage and the rear fuselage/engine, it 
was nearly time for paint, and I just 
needed to tack the canopy in place, to 
mask the cockpit, and fit the 
wing control surfaces. The 
flaps were attached drooped 
as they seem to appear 
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A choice of counter-measures pods is provided 







Pre-shading the airframe livens up an otherwise bland 
appearance 
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The nicely designed tail assembly featuring parts specific to 
the Norwegian aircraft 





The upper fuselage rear. The part is tooled to allow further 
options, which does leave a prominent joint on the upper 
fuselage, over which considerable care must be taken 



The full ordnance load painted and decalled 



Detail is finely recessed throughout, and conducive to subtle 
use of weathering washes 




Decals for the weapons makes a significant difference to the 
finished model 







The weapons load ready for painting 



Static dischargers. like moulded-on blade aerials, rarely 
survive a determined build, so may as well be removed at 
the start 



quite often on parked aircraft, and the 
leading edge slats were installed slightly 
'nose-up,' also as per references. The 
canopy has the inevitable fine line down 
the centre, which was sanded and 
polished away as much as possible, a 
dip in Klear providing the final touch. 

With the canopy masked and fitted, 
and the ID light, wheel wells and intake 
masked, we move to the paintshop. 




Colour and Markings 

It may only be one shade of grey, and 
the pictures I've seen show these aircraft 
to be very clean, but it would be very 
dull if it were all one flat tone so the 
panel lines were pre-shaded with black 
to provide a little interest. The whole 
aircraft was painted Xtracolor X136, 
Light Compass Grey, in stages, not 
forgetting all the parts still to be 
attached: pylons, tanks, missiles, 
undercarriage doors, rudder, and intake 
mouth. I had left the intake mouth and 
the nosecone off at this stage, as dry 
fitting had convinced me these could go 
on at the end, meaning less masking. 

The decals looked a bit glossy but 
settled down very nicely with a little 
Micro Sol. The walkway lines are very 
fine and a bit tricky and don't seem to 



be quite the right lengths in some cases 
but I would congratulate Kinetic on the 
decal placement instructions showing 
panel lines that actually match the kit, 
which makes for a pleasant change. 

I would have liked decals for the 
chaff/flare options. The engraved 
representations or blanking plates are a 
nice touch but some idea of colour for 
the chaff/flares would have been 
helpful. IsraDecals and Flying 
Leathernecks have provided decals for 
this kind of thing, and I would 
encourage other manufacturers to 
follow suit. It would be nice to have 
placards for the undercarriage and 
ejector seats too. I added 
some bits of decal for 
undercarriage data 
plates, and with 




a coat of semi-matt overall it was into 
the stage of final assembly. 

Adding the Extras 

The undercarriage was fitted, with some 
fairly generic plumbing added for a little 
interest. The framing for the canopy was 
painted a satin black, the canopy 
masking removed and the rest of the 
clear parts fitted. The wheels are 
interesting, as Kinetic provide two types 
of hub but don't give you much idea of 
which to use, labelling them simply 
'early type' and 'new type,' so pictures 
are helpful here. 

One of the reasons for doing the 
Norwegian a/c was to use the 
Penguins. They're not used by 
many air forces so look a little 
different to your usual F-16 load 
(though I really struggled actually to find 
pictures of them on Norwegian 
machines). The 
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looks suitably busy, though with forty- 
five decals to apply it does take a bit 
longer to prepare than usual. 

Conciosion 

Personally I like this kit. I think it's well 
detailed, the quantity of weapons is a 
real bonus and it went together well with 
no real fit issues. There are some odd 
aspects to it - some outsized ejector 
pins, some parts feel quite crude 
compared to others requiring a little 
more clean-up than you might expect in 
a modern release, and 
there's some slight 
inconsistency 



in the surface finish and panel lines in 

some places. There has been some 

discussion about shape issues in the 

nose area, but obviously I'm not a pure 

enough modeller to consider this a 

problem and I'm not so familiar with the 

F-16 that seeing this model in isolation I 

would have noticed. As far as I'm 

concerned ifs a nice looking, fairly easy 

building, well priced kit and I'm looking 

forward to all the many, many, variants 

Kinetic have planned. 
•SAM) 



instructions would have you paint them 
the same grey as the aircraft, but I've 
only found pictures of white ones and I 
thought the contrast with the grey would 
add a little something. 

The large tanks are unusual in being 
made up of four parts, and I've never 
seen a kit give you separate nose cones 
for fuel tanks but it worked well, and the 
option for the deep or shallow AN/ALQ- 
131 was equally effective. I went for the 
deep one on the centreline as I had a 
picture showing this, which just left the 
outer two hard points. I went with A1M- 
120Bs on the wingtips and AlM-9Ms on 
the next one in, just to use different 
rails, although there are sufficient of 
each type to have them all the same 
should you so wish. The decals provided 
for the weapons are a nice touch. Ifs 
good to see this becoming more the 
norm than the exception as it really 
makes a difference to the end result. 



So with all the ordnance installed the 
last few parts to fit include the seat, the 
canopy and the exhaust. The seat isnt 
bad but does need some belts really, and 
it wouldn't hurt to stick a resin seat in 
instead. I'm pleased to see some internal 
structure on the canopy. I've bemoaned 
the lack of this on other kits before and 
while there's not a lot of detail, and I felt 
the need to add a couple of handles at 
least, it doesn't look as anaemic as it 
would without. The exhaust as supplied 
is one of the better efforts I've seen out 
of the box. While the detail is a bit 
clunky, at least a stab has been 
made at representing the 
divergent/convergent detail. 
It may not be 100% 
correct, but it 
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Clara Adams 




First off, this writer would like to 
acknowledge Dan Grossman 
out in sunny California for 
being the inspiration for this 
month's column. Dan is a collector of 
old photo postcards among other things 
and he has generously allowed me to 
use images of postcards from his 
website, Airships: A Zeppelin History 
Site (http://www.airships.net). 

Dan has devoted a page to a 
renowned but largely unknown air 
traveler and passenger that the 
International Airline Passengers 
Association (IAPA) would be thrilled to 
have as a member had they been 
around 70 years ago. That person would 
be Mrs. Clara Adams {nee Grabau), who 
was born in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1884. 
Miss Grabau's father was a Professor of 
Music at the Leipzig Conservatory of 
Music, where daughter Clara received 
her schooling. We can presume that she 
received voice training because one 
biography on record indicates that she 
was a member of a group known as the 
'Jolly Troubadours.' 

Miss Grabau's family was pretty well 
connected in German society; her 
paternal grandmother was Augusta von 
Hindenburg, a distant relative of Field 
Marshall (later Chancellor) Paul von 
Hindenburg and her mother apparently 
lived next to Count Ferdinand von 
Zeppelin in Baden-Baden at some point. 
It is pretty safe to say that Clara was 
fluent in German. 

It could not be determined exactly 
when Miss Grabau married but her 
husband owned a large tannery in 
Pennsylvania and was named Adams. 
The couple were prominent in 
Philadelphia society and money was 




Dr. Hugo Eckner clasps the arm of Clara Adams. Frau Eckner is the lady in the fur coat, 3 
November 1928 (image via Dan Grossman) 



never an issue. Sometime before the late 
1920s, Mr. Adams passed away leaving 
a wealthy and adventurous widow. 

We know that Mrs. Adams was 
adventurous because she had already 
been a passenger in two airplanes by the 
time she was about 32 years of age. Her 
first ride in an airplane was a flight to an 



altitude of 700 feet in a Thomas flying 
boat in Florida in 1914. Three years 
later, she went aloft with Lt. Marjorie 
Stinson of the US Army Aviation Corps. 
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Clara Adams 



This is what appears to be a program or 
handout from one of the lectures that Clara 
Adams gave during her travels 
(http://www.johannes-palmer.de) 

Lt Stinson attained an altitude of 1,000 
feet during the flight over San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Mrs. Adams was hooked on flying. 
We shall probably never know why she 
did not become a pilot herself. 
Considering that some of her flights had 
their hair-raising moments, she probably 
was what the US Navy calls 
'aeronautically adaptable.' 

In 1924, Clara used her German 
connections to pay a visit to Dr. Hugo 
Eckner of Zeppelin fame. Field Marshall 
Hindenburg provided her with a letter of 
introduction to Dr. Eckner, and they 
became lifelong friends. Mrs. Adams' 
first flight on an airship was as a guest 
of Dr. Eckner when she flew aboard the 





In this photo, Mrs. Adams stands in front of the LZ-127 Graf Zeppelin (image via Dan Grossman) 



This is a signed postcard from Clara Adams showing the Dornier Do X, on which she was the 
sole female passenger on its flight from Rio de Janiero to the United States (image via Dan 
Grossman) 
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Zeppelin ARIII on a test flight. The ARIII 
was later flown to the U.S. and 
commissioned as the Los Angeles. While 
visiting Fried richshafen, she met 
Professor Claudius Dornier, whose 
company was hard at work on the 
massive Dornier X flying boat. 

Four years later, Mrs. Adams 
purchased a ticket to fly aboard the LZ- 
127 Graf Zeppelin on its first trip from 
Germany to the United States. Adding to 
a growing string of 'firsts,' she was the 
first woman to fly across the Atlantic 
Ocean and she was the sole female 
passenger aboard 'the Graf on its first 
trip to America. During later trips on the 
Graf Zeppelin, she would befriend the 
ebullient Lady Grace Drummond-Hay, 
who like Clara was an inveterate 
traveller. 

After arriving back in the States, she 
applied to President Hoover for 
credentials to fly the British dirigible R- 
101 from the UK to the United States at 
some point in the future, but the R-101 
was destroyed in a tragic crash in France 
on its maiden voyage. 

Not to be deterred, Clara flew all the 
way to Rio de Janeiro to fly the Dornier 




Patricia Kennedy, in the bow of the Martin M-130. christens the first Pan American Hawaii Clipper with coconut water, at Pearl Harbor. May 
1936 (Hawaii State Department of Transportation, Airports Division) 




X from that city to the United States. 
Once again, she was the only female 
passenger. Also during this time, Mrs. 
Adams was a frequent spectator at 
various air races held across the United 
States and befriended many fliers, 
including Amelia Earhart. Apparently 
Mrs. Adams had quite a personality 
because she made friends with nearly 



every prominent aviator that she met. It 
probably did not hurt that the famous 
and likable Art Goebel was her cousin! 

Mrs. Adams continued to rack up 
firsts including a trip on the maiden 
voyage of the LZ-129 Hindenburg to the 
US from Germany as one of 11 women 
aboard. When the airship was tragically 
destroyed at Lakehurst, New Jersey Mrs. 



The woman in the hat has to be Clara Adams, who leads the way up the gangplank to the 
Hawaii Clipper in Honolulu as it continues on to Manila on its first flight (photo courtesy of 
Hawaii State Department of Transportation, Airports Division) 




I 5 



• • — ^ " ^^^^ .k 




^ Ail* 




Passengers pose in front of the Do X before its first trip. If you look closely, you can see a 
figure we must presume is Clara Adams about halfway between the photographer on the left 
and the starboard sponson (http://www.varifrank.com) 




Clara Adams poses with Lady Grace Drummond Hay, another well-travelled lady. Both 
travelled extensively on the Graf Zeppelin (photo via Dan Grossman) 
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Clara Adams strikes a pose after debarking 
from the Martin 130 christened Hawaii 
Clipper. Pan American Captain Musick and 
Mrs. Adams were well-acquainted (photo via 
Dan Grossman) 

Adams wrote a letter to Dr. Eckner 
voicing her support for Zeppelin travel 
and purchased a ticket for the future 
maiden voyage of the LZ-130 Graf 
Zeppelin II, which was flown on 
controversial eavesdropping missions off 
the British coast, but never crossed the 
Atlantic. 

In 1936, Mrs. Adams flew aboard the 
inaugural flight of the Martin M-130 



Clara Adams stands in front of the Honolulu Clipper in Honolulu, circa 1939 (photo via Dan Grossman) 



China Clipper from San Francisco to 
Honolulu, and on to Midway, Wake 
Island, Guam, and Manila. This 8,200- 
mile trip took six days. She would go on 
to fly the maiden voyages of the 
Bermuda Clipper, the Hawaii Clipper, 
Honolulu Clipper, and Dixie Clipper. 
After flying the Dixie Clipper from New 
York to Marseilles in 1939, she flew on 
regularly scheduled airlines all the way 
back to New York and set the record for 
making the shortest 'round-the-world trip 
as an airline passenger. She joked with 
Time Magazine that it was pretty cheap 
because it only cost her 10 cents a mile. 

In the summer of 1940, she flew 
aboard a Transcontinental & Western 
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These somewhat bemused passengers arriving aboard the first flight of the Hawaii Clipper 
from San Francisco in May 1936 pose with welcoming musicians. Clara Adams, in her 
trademark big hat, is standing third from right (Hawaii State Department of Transportation, 
Airports Division) 



(later TWA) Boeing Stratoliner on the 
first coast-to-coast non-stop airline flight 
in the United States. To top this off a 
few months later, she flew all the way 
from San Francisco to New Zealand 
aboard a Pan American Boeing 314 
Clipper, which was another 8,000-mile- 
plus trip for the dauntless dowager. 

During this time, Mrs. Adams 
enthralled audiences all over the world 
with her speeches and accounts of her 
many trips in the air. She even did a live 
broadcast over NBC from the Graf 
Zeppelin as it approached the Pacific 



Coast after a trip that took it all over the 
world. 

Mrs. Adams no doubt brought much 
joy to friends who received wonderfully 
stamped and cancelled airmail from her 
trips as well as autographed photos. We 
can be glad that her thoughtfulness 
continues to provide us with some really 
wonderful artifacts of her penchant for 
aerial adventure. She must have been a 
great lady and possessed of the 'gift of 
gab.' 

• SAMI 
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Mrs. Adams waves from the boarding stairs alongside a United Airlines Mainliner Douglas 
Sleeper Transport (DST). This could well be the aircraft she flew aboard on a non-stop flight 
from New York to California in order to depart California on the maiden flight of the China 
Clipper from San Francisco to Manila in October 1936 (photo via Dan Grossman) 
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What a phenomenal piece of mail this would be to receive! Mrs. Adams must have had an 
appreciation of stamp collecting (http://philippinephilatelist.net) 
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Life's Little Surprises 




The Rocketeer exhibit, including the original rocket pack movie prop. 




Life has a habit of throwing up 
little surprises, and our family 
break to California over 
Christmas gave us its fair share. 
During our stay with relatives, we took a 
short break up the coast, stopping in at 
Santa Barbara Hobbies on the way. This 
fine old store has recently re-opened with 
new owners, and I was able to pick up a 
couple of nice kits and some supplies; 
while I didn't get to speak with the new 
staff, this was due to the volume of 
customers in the shop - surely a good 
thing! 

Further up the coast, we took a travel 
break in Santa Maria, and here's where 
we found a nice surprise. While I was 
aware that there was a small aviation 
museum, the Santa Maria Museum of 
Flight, at the local airport, I hadn't found 
many details - frankly, their website leaves 
a lot to be desired! We decided to stop in, 
as it was only a short drive from the 
freeway, and they were bound to have the 
'necessary facilities' for the non-aviation 
obsessed members of the family. What we 
found was a little treasure of a museum, 
run by a small band of dedicated 
volunteers with little outside assistance. 

The airport itself dates back to the 
1920s and a small flying school. During 
the war, this flying school was expanded 
to become the Hancock College of 
Aeronautics, training potential fighter pilots 
- indeed, the field became home to a P-38 




Gnat N8130Q was formerly XP541 of 4FTS 




This hangar was originally built for The 
Rocketeer and now houses the museum's 
early aviation exhibits. 



group shortly before the end of hostilities. 

Postwar, the airport's claims to fame 
have been Hollywood-related, as the field 
was the site for filming scenes from the 
James Stewart Spirit of St Louis movie 
and played a large part in the flying 
sequences for the 1980s period action 
romp, The Rocketeer. In fact, one of the 
museum's two hangars is a replica 1930's 
hangar built specifically for the movie. 
After filming, the building was donated to 
the museum, transported across the field 
from its original position and refurbished 
to meet permanent occupancy codes. 
Housing the museum's collection of early 
aviation memorabilia, there is a lot to see 
within the well-presented exhibits, 
including some props from The Rocketeer. 

One exhibit that caught my eye was the 
Topping Collection of large scale model 
aircraft dioramas, depicting the progress of 
aircraft design from the Wright Flyer to the 
Lunar Lander Eagle. It is said that some of 
these models contain original fabric from 
the Wright Flyer, given to Mr. Topping 
during his time at the Smithsonian. These 
models are fascinating, being totally 
scratchbuilt and well detailed. 

While the museum has a small but 
interesting selection of full-sized airframes, 
the biggest surprise to me was an 
airworthy Folland Gnat, N8130Q/XP541. 
Tucked away in the museum's second 
hangar, this airframe also has a Hollywood 



connection - she was used in the 1990s 
comedy Hot Shots 1 . This former 4FTS 
machine is now resplendent in an overall 
Post Office Red scheme; she is flown 
occasionally by her owner, but is loaned to 
the museum for static display. Alongside is 
a spare Bristol Orpheus engine. Kept in 
excellent condition, she is a great target for 
the modeller's walkaround and indeed, I 
availed myself of the opportunity. The 
Gnat is a popular if unfamiliar warbird in 
the US, and there are quite a few on the 
civil register. While I haven't seen one 
flying, I have seen two other Gnats at 
museums - an early T.l at Pima, and a 
basket case Indian-built single-seater at 
the Planes of Fame in Arizona. Besides 
these, I know of a number of Jet Provosts, 
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L-29s and -39s, Bulldogs and even a 
Percival Prentice (at Camarillo Airport in 
California) in this part of the country, so 
there's no doubt that good trainers will 
find a home, no matter the unfamiliarity. 

Back to Santa Maria, and I'd like to 
express my thanks to the volunteer staff 
who run this little gem of a museum. They 
receive no assistance from the local city, 
and are unlikely to now, given the 
economic situation. Relying solely on 
volunteer help and private donations, this 
museum is a great example of the power 
of enthusiasm and willpower. If you have 
a small museum nearby, why not go along 
and support them? You might be 
surprised. 

• SMI 
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She sits in what is a rather cramped hangar, but is well groomed and airworthy 
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Eduard s First Big Bird 



Messerschmitt Bf 109E-1 in 1/32 



The Messerschmitt 109 is the 
first Eduard kit in 1/32 and 
continues this company's 
learning curve as they take 
their place in the top rank of plastic 
manufacturers. The plastic components 
are the equal of anything produced in 
the Far East and feature very restrained 
engraved detail. These are combined 
with etched brass and masks, and to 
complete the package decals are 
supplied for four marking options 
including full stencilling as well as 
swastikas, either in two parts for items 
sold in Germany or in one piece for the 
rest of the world. 

Alhough there have been many 109s 
released over the years this one is the 
first to reproduce the E variant 
accurately in 1/32. Even more surprising 
- this is the first kit to represent an E-l 
accurately, without modification, in any 
scale, and the way Eduard has achieved 
this is by supplying the wings with 
machine guns that will be unique to this 
boxing, as all later versions will feature 
the cannon-armed wing with its 
associated bulges. 

The E-l was developed from the 



prototype Bf 109 V15. The 'Emil' was 
the first version on which the DB 601 
replaced the Jumo 210. Not only did 
the front of the aircraft change 
significantly with this modification, but 
the engine drove a three-blade, variable 
pitch propeller, and gave a 50% better 
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performance, Standard armament 
consisted of a quartet of MG17 machine 
guns above the engine and in the wings. 
Some E-ls were later modified to E-3 
standard with the replacement of the 
wing machine guns by 20mm MG FF 
cannon - both the E-l and the E-3 were 
produced simultaneously, differing only 
in wing armament - and in all there was 
a total of 1183 E-ls built. 

Compared to its adversaries, chiefly 
the D.520, Spitfire and Hurricane, the 
E-l enjoyed an advantage in climb rate, 
armament, stability as a gun platform, 
and in having fuel injection. Its main 
drawback ended up being short range, 
allowing only a few minutes' combat 
before the pilot needed to break off and 
head back to his home field. Shortly 
after the Battle of Britain, the Bf 109E-1 
was replaced by later versions of the E 
and the new F. 

Construction 

For a change I decided to start not with 
the cockpit but with the engine, which is 
a nice representation of the DB 601 and 
with careful painting looks very effective. 
A simple addition to improve this even 
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Messerschmitt Bf 109E-3 

Scale: 1732 

Kit No: 3001 ~ 
Price: £47.99 



Decal Options: 4 



Panel tines: Recessed 



Status: New Tooling 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 152. Clear 4, Etched 50 
Manufacturer: Eduard 
UK Importer: HannantsvlSA 



US Importer: Squadron 



Also Used: 



MDC Luftwafte Engine Stencils 
www.modeldestgnconstruction.com 
Promodeller Weathering Washes 
www.promodeller.com 



Model Scene grass mat 
www.model-scene.com 
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The basic engine parts 



Quickboost offer a few detail parts like this joystick that can 
be used on the Eduard kit 




6 O 5 1 3 





The completed engine and firewall 



Completed engine out of the box with MDC decals 






Opening up the shell ejector slots in the lower wing 



Belts look a bit skinny to me but I could not paint that stitching 



further is to purchase MDC's engine 
stencils. These inexpensive decals 
supply a number jungle to make up the 
prominent numbers seen in nearly all 
period photographs of the type with the 

cowlings off. 

The engine bay mounts on to the 
forward firewall with a nice set of 
bearers, and if I was not building out of 



the box 1 would take some time to add a 
representation of the wiring in the rear of 
the engine but to be honest you have to 
look hard to notice that it is missing. 
The kit also supplies the ammo boxes 
and forward machine guns, and these 
will need the barrels drilled out, 
although pre-hollowed alternatives are 
available in the Quickboost range. One 




A lot is crammed into the front end 



thing that I was very pleased to see 
Eduard have managed to achieve is a 
slight hollow at the end of the exhaust 
pipes - something missing on recent 
large scale Luftwaffe subjects. Due to 
the square ends of the exhaust pipe this 
hollow would be almost impossible to 
reproduce using pin drills and though it 
is not very deep it is enough to take a 
black wash, which will create an illusion 

of depth. 

The chin oil cooler is supplied as a 
mix of plastic and etched brass and 
looks very convincing but I had to trim 
a bit off each side to ensure a good fit 
when it came to joining the fuselage 
halves. Some modellers may consider 
all this detail a nuisance as they want 
to show their plane all buttoned up. 
The good news is that unlike the Fw 
190 family where a lot of the interior 
engine detail needs to be fitted 
regardless, Eduard have provided 
alternative parts to make producing a 
closed cowling model really easy if that 
is what you want. 

With the engine bay complete I now 
moved on to the cockpit, and this is a 



dream to put together. Highlights for me 
were the pre-finished etched instrument 
panel and the bicycle chains that run 
from the trim wheels through the cockpit 
floor. My only concern is the seat belts, 
which look a bit thin for this scale 
especially when compared to the Eduard 
1/32 Luftwaffe fighter belt set and those 
produced by RB productions. To attach 
all the brass parts I used Gator Grip, a 
PVA superglue. I prefer this product 
because if any glue does go anywhere 
you do not want it, you can apply water 
with a brush to remove it without 
damaging the painted finish. 

It was now time to close up the 
fuselage halves, not forgetting to add the 
mounts for the tailwheel into each rear 
fuselage section. At this point I have to 
say that the example I was building did 
not have a production fuselage and I did 
find that the fit around the chin scoop 
needed a bit of filler to make good the 
join. This may not be the case on a 
production kit but I would recommend a 
few trial runs before adding glue to 
plastic. In fact this area is the only one 
that needed filler on the whole kit as the 
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The only filler used on the model 






Eduard's masks fit very nicely, but the piece for the brow 
was missing 




Masked up to spray the splinter pattern 





Has there been some kind of an accident? 

engineering is superb. All control 
surfaces and flaps are supplied as 
separate parts enabling you to add some 
animation to your model by careful 
positioning of the control surfaces. The 
shell ejector ports on the underside of 
the wings are supplied as rectangular 
depressions and though they would look 
OK with black paint filling them it is only 
a few minutes work to chain drill them 
and use a sharp scalpel blade to 
produce a more convincing hollow slot. 

With all the major construction 
completed I now masked the canopies 
using the supplied Eduard masks, which 
fit very well, although I could not find a 
mask for the brow window. Not a 



Once dry and rubbed off the wash looks very convincing A black wash was employed on the dark upper surfaces 



problem as I made one easily with 
Tamiya tape and a sharp scalpel, and as 
I had the tape out I also used it to mask 
off the engine and exhaust pipes, while 
damp paper towel was used to fill the 
wheel bays. 

Colour Options Paint and Decals 

The kit markings supply four attractive 
options that chart the evolution of the 
colours applied to the E from the start of 
the war, with the classic pre-war splinter 
scheme that I chose, to the Battle Of 
Britain mottle scheme with yellow nose 
and tail, that will be familiar to many, 
I decided to reacquaint myself with 
Xtracolor enamels for this model. I had 
tried these paints when they first came 
out but could not work with the very 
long drying times that gloss paints 
required even though it made decal 
application far easier. I had been told 
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that drying times have decreased since 
the first production runs and though 
these will never match acrylics for 
drying speed I found that if I left them 
overnight in a warm place the paint was 
fully cured by the morning. This is 
particularly important when you are 
masking the complicated splinter 
scheme as the last thing you want is for 
the paint to lift as you remove the 
tape. As advertised, the paint 
dries to a nice glossy finish 
which meant that when applying 



the decals there was no trace of 
silvering - something I frequently have a 
problem with on my models, unless I 
have applied a number of good coats of 
gloss varnish. 

The decals behaved flawlessly when 
applied using Micro Set and Sol 
solutions. At this point I would normally 
have applied a flat coat of Xtracrylix 
varnish before adding the finishing 
details, but not this time as I intended 
adding an extra stage. 

At the Model Kraft show I had 
watched a demonstration of Pro 
Modeller washes by the manufacturer, 
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and he made it look so simple I wanted 
to give them a try. These washes are 
produced from clay held in solution and 
are available in a selection of colours. I 
used a dark wash for the lower surfaces 
and black for the very dark upper 
surfaces. Application is simple - shake 
the bottle and apply with a brush, and 
after about twenty minutes you remove 
the excess with a dry paper towel 
rubbed in the direction of air flow. Any 
stubborn spots can easily be removed by 
slightly dampening the towel, and if you 
remove too much it is easy and quick to 
reapply. A video demonstration using 
this product is available from the 
manufacturer's website and though I 
normally avoid inked panel lines, as they 
look too stark and unrealistic to my eye, 
I found that these washes provided a far 
more subtle effect and I am sure that I 
will be using them again. 




the rear section and the open canopy. 
Finally, to finish the model, I used 
Aeroclub Lycra thread to reproduce the 
wire between the antenna and tail fin. 

To display the model I wanted an 
easy base and last year at E-day I had 
purchased just the thing. Czech 
company Model Scene produce a whole 
range of scenic accessories mainly 
aimed at military and railway 
modellers, but they also produce small 
mats of model grass that look far more 
realistic than anything I have seen on 
sale in the UK. I simply added some 
PVA to the rear of one of these mats 



A 



before attaching it to an inexpensive 
wooden base that I had picked up at a 
show, to produce a simple and effective 
base which really shows off the 
finished model. 

Conclusion 

After building three 1/32 Luftwaffe 
aircraft in a row I can say that this was 
my favourite. The engineering is a the 
perfect mix supplying a good level of 
detail without making the build over- 
complicated for a simple kit sticker like 
me. Even in 1/32 this is not a 
particularly large model so will not take 
up too much of your 
display cabinet, and it is 
certainly an attractive 



The Finishing Touches 

On the 109 this section is quite 
small. I started with the 
undercarriage, which is a good 
scale representation of the gangly 
original, but it does help if you have a 
good set of head-on photos and plans to 
ensure parts are glued at the right 
angles. The wheels are supplied as tyres 
with separate hubs which makes 
painting very easy. I now added the pitot 
tube and mass balances to the 
underside of the wing before removing 
the mask from the canopy. My original 
plan was to keep this in the closed 
position but I had a change of heart. 
Using a blade I carefully removed the 
centre section then reattached it hinged 
to starboard. The etched brass sheet 
supplies the wire that stretches between 



aircraft. Unfortunately the poor 
exchange rate has pushed the price of 
this kit up from the original estimates 
but if you consider the price of buying a 
Hasegawa 109G plus Eduard brass, 
masks, and a Cartograph aftermarket 
sheet it will cost you more than this, and 
will still not have a detailed engine. 

I am really looking forward to the 
other versions of this kit covering the -3 
to -7 Trop that have already been 
announced for release over the next year, 
but I am also secretly hoping 
Eduard may also consider 
producing the carrier version, 
with its longer wing, based on 
this kit! 

Our thanks to Eduard for 
supplying this kit before its 
official release, and with some 
pre-production parts. 

• SAMI 
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SCALING DOWN 


1/144 






MIKE VERIER 



Chadwick's Challenger 



Amodel's Lancaster B I / B III 



N r ever let it be said that we 
Scaling Downers don't relish a 
challenge - Amodel products 
are 'limited run,' so you know 
that there will be flash and heavy sprue 
gates, but you also know that 
somewhere within the box there always 
lurks a great model waiting to be 
liberated. Such is the case with the 
iconic Lancaster, a perfect subject for 
1/144, and when I learned that you get 
a full etched bomb bay with it I was 
there, head of the queue.... I accept the 
mission....! I can do this....! And I'm 
taller than Tom Cruise.... 

With the benefit of some two months' 
hindsight I can confirm that like the 
eponymous hero 1 too have overcome 
obstacles, solved intricate puzzles, and 
insinuated microscopic components into 
fiendish assemblies to emerge 
triumphantly with the replica you see 
before you. The quality of my endeavour 
I leave to your judgement, but in terms of 
value for money it kept me absorbed 
through many a long, dark winter 
evening for the price of a couple of 
cinema tickets. For entertainment value I 
rate that a really good buy. 

What you get are some 120 injection 
moulded components, which are 
certainly finer and better detailed than 
previous offerings from this manufacturer. 
An assortment of bombs for every 
occasion is provided (a chart included in 
the instructions suggests various possible 
combinations of load, albeit with no 
information as to their purpose). There 
are a number of spare parts, which 




presumably apply to the simultaneously 
released Canadian variant, and possibly 
future versions and a clear sprue covers 
the transparencies. 

The exciting part is a very delicate 
etched fret, which provides for a 
complete bomb bay interior, radiator 
grills, D/F loop, various mass balances 
and, tantalisingly, what appears to be the 
'chain' used to hold a Tallboy in place. 

The package is completed with some 
alternative mainwheets in vinyl and a 
very passable decal sheet. 

Let Battle Commence 

The instructions indicate that you should 
start, logically enough, with the cockpit 
interior. This is all plastic and whilst the 
shapes are all there a fair bit of refining 
and fettling is required. You are also 
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directed to build the etched bomb bay at 
this point. Don't. 

The etch is exceptionally delicate and 
simply will not survive the handling 
required during construction if you try to 
put it all in now. Fortunately the roof of 
the bay is a strong plastic component, 
essential for the structural integrity of the 
model. The best approach I found was to 
use only the two large etched roof grids, 
everything else can go in later. Being so 
thin I felt that if they were stuck directly 
to the plastic most of the detail would 
vanish, so I first added micro-strip at the 
outer edges, just to raise the etch off the 
surface. This did the trick, and with the 
whole assembly painted gloss black and 
then dry brushed with dark grey the 
detail popped out nicely. For much the 
same reason I added a couple of small 
blocks to the bulkheads either end of the 
bay. These will later receive the etched 
bomb-door struts. 

You also need to put in various 
transparencies before closing the fuselage 
halves, most of which don't fit very well, 
so again some patience and fettling is 
required. Once you have the thing 
assembled there is surgery to do, the 
main one being a large hole needed to 
accommodate the mid-upper turret. At 
this stage it also becomes apparent that 
the two circular transparencies on the 



Lancaster B.I , B. Ill 

Scale: 1/144 Kit No: 1411 



Price: £17.99 



Decal Options: 2 



Panel Lines: Recessed Status: Hew Tooling 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Parts: Plastic 174, Clear 22 Etched 83 



Manufacturer: Amodel 



UK Importer: Hannants 



US Importer: Squadron 



centreline are too small. Fortunately 
sections cut from the transparent sprue 
were just right so these were fitted and 
polished back. All the turrets can be 
installed later which greatly eases 
painting and handling. 

Next the wings. There is a 
transparency for the landing lights which 
I made reflective by simply burnishing 
down some kitchen foil on the inside {a 
spot of adhesive stopped it slipping) 
before closing the wing around the two 
sturdy spars provided. Because of the 
spar design you can't really build the 
other wing until the spars are then 
insinuated through the fuselage. A better 
engineer than me could probably build 
the spars into the fuselage first, but when 
it came to it everything lined up ok and 
the finished result is quite robust. Before 
leaving the wings I fitted and polished 
back some clear sprue to replicate the 
wingtip nav lights. 

After this come the engine nacelles, 
which are accurate but quite difficult 
assemblies having no locating pins. 
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Also available is the Canadian Rescue 
version. Amodel have further releases based 
on this tool, including the Avro Manchester 
(#14412/£TBC) and the Avro Lincoln 
(#14413/£TBC) 



There are internal blanks and etched 
radiator grills to contend with too, but 
again they go together eventually and fit 
the wings quite well. The kit provides 
alternative exposed exhausts (which are 
actually quite good) or rather vague 
lumps intended to represent the flame 
dampers. I really didn't think I could 
make these work and fitted the exhaust 
stacks so that I could keep my options 
open and add the very simple shaped 
dampers later from rolled aluminium ('tea 
light' candle holders - real modellers 
waste nothing !) if required. 

Painting and Decorating 

Once this is done the airframe is 
substantially complete. The cockpit 
canopy, the H2S radar housing - which 
comes, thoughtfully, on the clear sprue - 
and the nose transparency were fitted 
and masked. A wash to de-grease and a 
coat of grey primer reveals any remaining 
filling to do and ifs ready for painting. As 
is my standard practice I left the 
tailplanes and rudders on the sprue at 

this stage. 

For the topsides I used Xtracrylix. The 
yellow areas, undercoated white, were 
painted first and masked, then Dark 
Earth, lightened about 10% with white, 
and 34102 Vietnam Green which is a 
pretty good scale representation of RAF 
Dark Green out of the bottle. Once this 
was dry I masked it with a combination 
of tape and Maskol and used Tamiya XI 
Gloss Black for the undersides. 

The decals offer two subjects: B.I, 
ME499/AS Dof 166 Sqn, and B.lll, 
EE 176 / QR M Mickey the Moocher of 
166 Sqn. I went with AS D for the 
striking yellow wingtips and fins. The 
decals themselves are very good quality 
but I did feel the blues and reds were a 



little bright. The two big B Type roundels 
were easily replaced from Model Decal 
stock sheets, but I could not find small 
enough C Types for the fuselage so I used 
the kit offerings in the hope that putting 
them over black would tone them down 
a little. 

Very fine walkway lines are provided 
in both red and black. The instructions 
suggest that these should be applied 
both above and below the wings but I 
can find no evidence or logic to support 
this and only used them on the upper 
surface. A neat touch is decals for the 
row of oval windows along the fuselage. 
The shapes are lightly etched on the 
plastic and you can use them or not 
depending on the individual aircraft you 
are modelling. References conflict on this 
point for ME499. I have used them. 

A coat of Klear sealed the decals in, 
and oil washes were used to hint at 
panel detail, Yellow Ochre on the yellow 
areas, darkened with Raw Sienna for the 
general camouflaged areas, and almost 
neat Raw Sienna for ailerons and rudder 
hinge lines. There is no point in washing 
the black areas. 

I spent some considerable time 
studying photos of exhaust staining on 
Lancaster; and it was soon apparent that 
the inboard exhausts stained more than 
the outboard, mostly a function of local 
airflow, and also that some engines were 
clearly smokier than others. There is also 
a difference between the heat staining of 
the nacelles and under the wings, and 
the oil and smoke staining of the wing 
upper surfaces. 



Using varying tints of grey and brown 
in matt varnish I have attempted to 
suggest this on the model using an Iwata 
with the pressure right down - an 
airbrush also creates airflow so always 
start from the exhaust and work aft. 
Finally, the merest hint of residual 
staining on the tailplanes completed the 
weathering process. A coat of matt 
varnish brings everything together - walk 
away and let it all harden for a couple of 
days - there's still plenty to do! 

Details 

...Wherein, as they say, lies the Devil - 
and they weren't kidding! The final phase 
covers that bomb bay, the undercarriage, 
the props and the turrets. None of these 
is an easy or quick assembly, in 
particular the seemingly endless angle 
brackets for the bomb bay sidewalls. I'll 
draw a veil over the many happy hours 
spent, but highlights include creating a 



To be strictly accurate there should be a 
double curvature on the inside of the 
bomb doors, but in this scale I for one 
can live with them. I didn't use the vinyl 
tyres by the way as the kit includes 
conventional plastic ones which I felt 
looked better because I could file flats on 
them. 

And Finally 

Not for the faint-hearted, there is no 
doubt that this was a challenging project, 
but no more so than resin Shackletons 
I've built, and ultimately very rewarding. 
The bomb-bay is stunning and proves 
that etched brass in this scale is certainly 
feasible. If anything I think this model 
actually emphasises the need tor a 
mainstream injection Lancaster and 
some decent decals in this scale, as 
there are dozens of fascinating variants 
and colour schemes out there, but I 
won't live long enough to build them 




four-gun rear turret (only two supplied) 
deciding about that bomb-load, 
researching the correct colours for said 
weapons and painting very thin stripes 
thereon. 

As an aside I also learned during this 
build the reason that the rear of the H2S 
radome was left unpainted - It covered 
two of three downward l/D lights! 
Consequently I drilled the centreline just 
aft of the radome and added a reflector 
to simulate this. 

There are a number of small aerials 
and details to fit before finally the bomb- 
doors can go on to complete the model. 



using this kit as the basis. 

Thanks to Hannants for the review 
sample. I look forward to the Lincoln. 

References 

There are of course numerous Lancaster 
books and references available. The best 
modelling one I found is published not a 

million miles from here. SAM 
Publications Modellers DataFile is very 
comprehensive with masses of 
walkround photos and detail line 
drawings, which proved invaluable. 
• SAMl 
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BUILD 1 


1/72 




DAVID BATT 





Harvard Home 



Converting the Revell Texan to a RAF Harvard Mk I 




Is it natural to become conservative 
as one gets older? In modelling 
terms, as projects have become 
more expensive and complex my 
own comfort zone has certainly become 
smaller. I do not like the risk of investing 
hours and lots of cash in something that 
is OTT rather than attractive and as a 
result I have developed abbreviated 
tastes for the final appearance of a 
model. 'Emils' should have yellow noses 
and mottled fuselages. Mustangs 
(particularly P-51Ds) should be silver 
overall, and in inis case wartime RAF 
trainers are always yellow underneath 
and brown-and-green on top. At the 
moment my kits of the BV 141 and 
such-like feel lonely and unloved. 

I have a liking for trainer aircraft. 
Apart from the inevitably bright colour 
scheme they're compact, manoeuvrable 
and mean a lot to the pilots who trained 
on them. Go to any flying display and if 
you see a demonstration of pure flying 
skill (rather than a well-loved historical 




*m AT-6 TEXAN 



Components of the MDC conversion kit 

artefact or display of power-to-weight) 
you can bet a trainer aircraft will be 
involved. I am surprised that they are 
not better represented in the kit releases 
one sees, and modellers depend on the 
likes of Aeroclub to add obvious 
subjects like Tiger Moths and 
Chipmunks to their collections, while 
although the venerated North American 
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T-6 Texan appears in many 
manufacturers' lists we have to rely on 
MDC to provide an RAF Harvard trainer. 

The conversion kit includes a pair of 
replacement wingtips, a complete 
replacement fuselage, cowling, fin and 
rudder, tailwheel, a pair of instrument 
Venturis and RAF-style control 
handgrips. We also have a clear resin 
casting for the rear of the canopy, which 
doesn't seem to leave much of the donor 
kit; just the main horizontal surfaces, 
undercarriage, engine and interior. 
However, the Revell T-6G isn't that 
expensive nor hard to find and it is all 
for a good cause. 

Historically, the Harvard Mk I was the 
RAF's version of the USAAC's BC-1. The 
RAF eventually used 400 of these 
aircraft, much more than just a footnote 
in history, and as the aircraft was 
developed with shorter, broader wings, 
smaller vertical tail and an all-metal 
fuselage as the Harvard Mk II it soldiered 
on for many years after the war. 




TECHNICAL DATA 



Scale: 1/48 



Kit No: 855306 
Price:SK99 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Manufacturer: Revell Monogram 
US Importer-. Revell Monogram 



Also Used: 



MDC Conversion Set CV017 



Mike Grant Decals CPU- 



Kits at War Decals DDK4804 



Eduard Seatbelts #49006 



Spread of sprues from the Revell kit 



Building the model 

This was far from a difficult task and 
gave me the opportunity to try out some 
new acquisitions, both in the form of 
decals. First were Mike Grant's stunning 
instrument decal sets, and the final 
touch came from a sheet by Kits at War, 
which were the only commercial items I 
could find that would allow for such an 
important aircraft to be modelled. 

For the first task I went just a bit 
overboard with the reworking of the 
interior. New instrument panels were 
made based on some Pilots' Notes I 
have for the Harvard MB and for the BC- 
1, which allowed verifiable work on the 
front cockpit and speculative on the rear. 
If you haven't seen any of Mr. Grant's 
instrument decals then all I can say is 
the enthusiastic comments from decal 
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It may be possible to use the Heller or Ocidental kits with 
the MDC conversion, but the Revell ottering definitely gives 
you a head start 




The resin replacement wingtips considerably changed the 
appearance of the aircraft 



The layout of the kit's basic cockpit interior parts 






After tracing off the size of the kit instrument panels onto 
some 10 thou card, the dials for the new panels were 
punched out 



After taping together the front and back parts of the 
instrument panels the parts were sprayed with gloss black, 
which clearly shows the position of the dials on the 
backing sheet 



The front parts of the panels were cut out and completed 
with some generic switch panels trom a Re-Heat set 




The cockpit frames painted up. Note the use of Eduard pre- 
pared seat belts and (if you look really closely) the Mike 
Grant cockpit placards 




The completed instrument panels look a bit rough because 
you can still see the sides where the lamination shows 
through. These are hidden on the finished model 



Approaching completion, the degree of resin replacement is 
well shown here 



review pages do not do them justice. 
Although the panels would be all but 
concealed under the large coamings I 
welcomed the opportunity to combine 
them with a technique that I had read 
about on a modelling forum. 

First the kit panels were copied off 
onto a piece of 10 thou plastic card (this 
way I could at least be sure the final 
result would fit) and a Historex punch 
set was used to create the dial holes 
within the sketched outline, i.e. before 
the panels were cut out. So far, so 
normal, it was the next bit that struck 
me as clever when I read it. 



The 10 thou panel blank was taped 
to a piece of 20 thou card so that the 
actual panel areas were unobstructed. I 
then sprayed the lot with acrylic gloss 
black as an undercoat, so that when the 
two parts of the panel were separated 
the 20 thou backing piece had a load of 
'dots' that marked precisely the position 
and size of the dials, and also provided 
a gloss painted surface that was 
essential for the proper adhesion of a 
decal. Make sense so far? 

Now it was time for the decals. A 
degree of care is needed to use these 
successfully and Mike makes no bones 





about this. A specialised computer 
printer is used to create the images and 
the result is exceptionally fragile, so the 
first task is to spray the whole sheet 
lightly with a protective coat of floor 
polish, either Klear or Future. This 
doesn't 'armour-plate' the images but 
gives them a chance to survive the next 
step, which is a bit brutal. 

I used the same punch-and-die set to 
remove the chosen images from the 
sheet. On the minus side it puts a piece 
of metal directly in touch with the decal 
sheet before it is whacked with a 
hammer, but the plus side is that the 
backing sheet remains more or less 
intact and is easier to handle in the long 
term. These images are then applied in 
the normal fashion and I have to say 
they work superbly, being easy to slide 
into precise position over the painted 
dots on the 20 thou backing sheet. Once 
dry I applied a coat of the floor polish to 
seal the decals in place. 

Back to the 10 thou front pieces. 
These were carefully cut to their outline 
shape, completed with the addition of 
some switch panels from a generic Re- 
Heat set and then finished with a 
sprayed coat of Tamiya NATO Black, 
which I feel is an excellent 'scale' black. 
These panels were fixed in place over 
the decalled backing sheet with a thick 



coat of acrylic gloss varnish. Once dry 
the two panels were carefully cut out 
from the 20 thou card, using the front 
overlay as a template. On this occasion I 
did not add a layer of clear plastic sheet 
to 'glaze' the instruments; I'll leave that 
experiment to next time. 

It all reads as very complex, but in 
fact there are only three actual steps 
(punch out, add decals, and assemble) 
and it's a simple process to produce an 
effective looking panel. 

I modified the kit side frames to 
replicate the more chaotic appearance of 
the original BC-1 and also added the 
RAF-style spade grips from the MDC set. 
One of the defining features of the later 
mark evolution was a redesign of the 
cockpit to make it match the layout of 
the P-51 as much as possible, to ease 
the student's transition to the high 
performance fighter when the time 
came. I had to reverse that evolution. 

The side frames were sprayed with 
RAF Interior Green and the various 
panels and boxes picked out with NATO 
Black. To add a bit more interest I 
added some data panels from the Mike 
Grant sheet, a simple ready-made step 
that added strikingly to the effect of the 
cockpit. Another ready-made 'cheat' 
was the use of some pre-painted 
Eduard seat belts. 



C 
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This Noorduyn-built Harvard was operated post WWII by the Rijkslucbtvaartschool (State aviation school), Dutch Air Force. This particular 
machine was photographed in September 1960 at a car-junkyard near Eelde Airport in the Northern part of the Netherlands 




This US Navy SNJ featured an overall yellow scheme. National insignia are positioned further 
forward than usual on the fuselage. This machine was used in 1957 tor deck operator training 




This Texan is probably a factory test machine. It has a camouflage pattern resembling USAAF Olive 
Drab on the top and Neutral Grey on the bottom. Interesting to note is the complete lack of fuselage 
insignia and only two stars on the wings, one on the port upper and another on the starboard lower 

Artwork © 2009 Srecko Bradic 
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Another US Navy SNJ, this lime featuring highly polished metal surfaces with a yellow fuselage 
band behind the insignia. An additional band also appears over the wing. Note that part of the 
cockpit canopy is also painted over in the orange-yellow color 




For a long time aircraft based on the US mainland retained red and white stripes on the rudder, 
as in the case of this AT-6 of the advanced flying school on Mather Field 




T-6 Texan in post war service with late war national insignia. This machine was based on Hamilton Field in August 1947 and 
has a black and white engine cowling by way of unit designation. One detail of interest is the style of the fuselage letters 




116063 




A Kelly Field AT-6 from 1943. This machine lacks tail stripes but national insignia 
on the wings are in four positions 



Artwork © 2009 Srecko Bradic 
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SNJ-3 from the First Marine Aircraft Wing from Quantico in the attractive camouflage pattern of 
Blue Grey upper and Light Grey lower surfaces. This was standard first-line unit camouflage in 
the first year of the war. The aircraft has very early national insignia markings with stars on upper 
and lower wings as well as on both fuselage sides 




North American AT-6D-NT Texan. 44-80937, at Marrakech in Morocco in the 1960s, used 
by the French flying school 



481974 




This profile is based on a pre-delivery image of a T-6F destined for the Soviet Union. 
The aircraft features limited markings on fuselage sides and lower wings and the 
airframe is finished in natural metal 



Artwork © 2009 Srecko Bradic 



General notes 

During its operational career the Texan/Harvard chiefly carried colour schemes related to its basic 
purpose as a trainer. In the USA most aircraft carried a highly polished aluminium finish with various 
additional markings such as coloured bands or cowlings relating to unit colors. But there were 
exceptions and there were camouflaged examples, although mostly aircraft assigned to Navy units. 
The other big user of the type was Great Britain and in most cases RAF Harvards were painted in 
Trainer Yellow, although natural metal machines were not rare, and many operated with camouflage 
colours on the topside while the bottom remained yellow. 

The type served on after the war in many countries and many new schemes were adopted. 



References 



T-6 Texan In Action, Aircraft Number 94, Squadron / Signal Publications, 1989 



LetLetLet Forum http://www.letlellet-warplanes.com/lorum/ind8x.php?topic=9820 
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A hit of detail painting brought the Alclad-covered parts to 
completion 




It seems obvious that this aircraft began its life in an overall 
trainer yellow and the camouflage was applied over the old 
finish, being painted around the original markings; roundel, 
serial and code letter. Suitable yellow areas are given on the 
decal sheet, but to ensure the yellow colour remained the 
same masks were cut from Tamiya masking tape 



The first task in making the paper masks was to trace (very 
roughly) the outline of the wings and tail onto some white 
paper 





Adding the paper masks to the model prepares it for the 
addition of the final colour 



Each of the paper masks has been fixed with small blobs of 
Blu-Tack, and the small gap between the surface and the 
mask is essential 



A bit of care is needed to control the deliberate overspray 
and create a slightly soft edge to the colours. Take care to 
avoid spraying towards the edge of the mask, which will 
drive the paint under the lip 




With all the masking removed the model does look a lot neater 



Major Construction 

It is simplicity itself to wrap the resin 
fuselage parts around the plastic 
framework of the cockpit and secure 
them with superglue. The wingtips were a 
slightly more complex task. I used an Olfa 
P-Cutter to remove the plastic tips 
outboard of the ailerons, making a 
conscious decision not to use the edge of 
the full-depth wingtip as a guide. Given 
the thickness of even the finest blade, 
doing this would have produced a gap 
that would have to be filled. The plastic 
parts of the wing were glued together and 
when dry 1 used a solid sanding block to 
finish the edge to the end of the aileron. It 
was then a simple task to glue the resin 
tip to the plastic structure. 

I was a bit confused by the layout of 
the wingtip parts and have to admit I 
may have got it all completely wrong. 
Looking at the section of the resin parts 
it looks as if their navigation lights go on 
the bottom of the wing, which would 



then leave a further navigation light on 
the upper side of the wing inboard of the 
aileron line. However, if you had lights 
both above and below the wingtips they 
would usually be directly above one 
another, not either side of a major 
structural component. The instructions 
were imprecise, so I based my solution 
on the fact that the kit only shows nav 
lights on the upper surface. I carved the 
moulded light off the plastic part and 
fitted the wingtips on with an inverted 
airfoil section so that the resin lights 
were on the top surface of the wing. 
Superglue was used here and a sanding 
block straightened up the line from the 
inner edge of the aileron to the shorter 
chord wingtip. 

The tail surfaces are taken from the 
kit without any modification being 
needed and these lined up perfectly 
thanks to their interlocking tabs and 
guided the addition of the MDC vertical 
tail and rudder. 



Work was moving ahead rapidly and 
next I came to the prominent 
'glasshouse' which presented me with a 
few problems that I could have dealt 
with better. I used Tamiya masking tape 
to mask off the transparencies, applied 
in solid sheets over the parts and then 
cut through to outline the framing. This 
kit is pretty dated and the canopy 
framing is shown by a fine raised line 
that helps to 'corral' the paint when the 
framing is brush painted. However, I 
have become used to a series of modern 
kits where the overall frame is raised 
and my first attempt at trimming the 
masking wasn't entirely satisfactory. 

A major point that limited the 
presentation of the interior detail was the 
canopy. On the real aircraft the front or 
student's canopy slid aft over the top of 
the centre section and the aft instructor's 
canopy slid forward beneath it. All the 
problems one has with the canopy of a 
P-40 or Hurricane are repeated here and 



no matter how good the manufacturer 
you just cannot mould an injection 
moulded canopy to scale thickness. I am 
sure a vacform canopy is available for the 
T-6 family, but I couldn't get my hands 
on one for this project. 

A second problem was that after the 
assembly of the five parts of the canopy, 
they are collectively a little too long for 
the fuselage. Just enough to lift the 
windscreen and create a tiny gap, not 
enough to be immediately obvious but it 
really shows up in a close-up 
photograph. A bit more effort and close 
examination while the transparencies 
were being test fitted would have 
produced a better job. 

I employed a new adhesive to fix the 
transparencies as my supply of Humbrol 
Clearfix has at long last run out. This was 
Glue 'n' Glaze from Deluxe Materials, 
which appears to be a very tacky PVA. I 
was very impressed with this and will be 
using a lot more of it in future. 




A close-up of the paint demarcations shows the difference between the hard masked 
(yellow) edges and the slightly soft edges to the Dark Green and Dark Earth camouflage 
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Detail Work 

Preparing the engine and the 
undercarriage provided a diversion from 
the heavy work with the resin parts. The 
undercarriage legs were cleaned up 
before they were glued back onto a 
piece of the sprue which acted as a 
handle. I am quite impressed by these 
simple parts, which are very convincing 
although they are only one-piece items. 
The same comment applies to the 
engine; once again it's a one-piece item 
but neatly produced nonetheless, and 
ends up looking pretty convincing inside 
the cowling. The wheels are moulded 
without any flats but this can be 
corrected with a few swipes of a file 
once they have been removed from the 
sprue and the faint mould line sanded 
off. To this collection I added the two 
instrument Venturis, the cowling and tail 
wheel from the MDC resin parts, and 
the propeller, which had already had its 
blades painted matt black with yellow 
tips, properly masked off. 

All of these parts were sprayed with 
Halfords Satin Black as an undercoat 
and then Alclad II to suit a natural metal 
appearance. (The Venturis were an 
exception to this, for they are black to 
reduce the risk of icing up.) Following on 
from this stage, the wheels had their 
hubs masked off so the tyres could be 
painted and the engine had its cylinders 
masked so the crankcase could be 
painted grey. The pushrods were painted 
in satin black and the crankcase bolts 
and ignition harness ring were picked 
out natural steel, then all this work was 
flooded with a black wash to subdue the 
edges of the paint and give the effect of 
an oily, hard worked engine. 




The completed radial engine ready for 
installation. Note the ignition wires from 
fine copper wire, fitted into tiny holes and 
left unpainted 

Colours and Markings 

From this point it didn't 
take long to complete 
the job. A coat of 
Halfords grey primer 
was applied and 
showed up a couple 
of tiny areas that 
needed a bit of work, 
then the entire 
underside and 
fuselage were 
sprayed with Tamiya 
Matt Yellow cut with 
a little touch of red. I 
then cut masks for the 
fuselage markings rather 
than rely on the Kits at War decals 
- which were superb but I couldn't be 
sure would end up the same colour as 
the sprayed yellow. The discs for the 
roundels were cut with an Olfa circle 
cutter, the rectangles for the serials 
matched the decal sheet rectangles, 
and I applied the yellow K decals onto 
masking tape and cut around them to 
get as accurate a shape as possible. 
These masks were fitted to the fuselage 
and then the basic yellow sections of 
the scheme masked out with Tamiya 
tape to give hard edges overall. 

Polly Scale acrylic Dark Earth was 
sprayed over the top surfaces and I then 



made my own paper masks to help with 
the application of the Dark Green. I 
know of modellers who appear to stir up 
a dollop of paint, chuck it in an airbrush 
and dash off a stunning freehand 
camouflage scheme with the panache of 
a Jamie Oliver, but I am definitely not 
one of them. I need as much help as I 
can get so I concocted paper masks by 
tracing around the surfaces and copying 
the camouflage scheme as much as 
possible. These paper masks are stuck 
to the model surface with little blobs of 
Blu-Tack, and this 'stand-off' helps 
to produce a slightly soft edge 
to the final pattern. Inevitably 
there are areas where the 




manufacturer is always a bit of a trial for 
you cannot be sure how they are going 
to work. I found the Kits at War offerings 
opaque and easy to handle but needed 
the use of slightly more aggressive decal 
solutions. I used Aeromaster solutions 
and was content with the result apart 
from the fin flashes, which did not 
mould perfectly around the navigation 
lights and fin edge. 

To finish off, a further coat of floor 
polish was applied to bring all the 
surfaces to the same lustre and then a 
coat of Aeromaster acrylic matt varnish 
completed the model. A small exhaust 
stain was airbrushed on and 
then a few scratches 




P5B23 



t 



masks don't 

meet up properly, and in 

these areas the gaps are bridged with 

pieces of masking tape. 

After the masking was removed the 
model was sprayed with floor polish to 
give a gloss surface ready for the decals 
to be applied. Using a new decal 




applied to the metal areas with a 
pewter artists' pencil - not 
enough to make the aircraft 
disreputable but just to 
break the showroom 
finish. 

Final assembly 
was very 
straightforward. The MDC 
cowling was a push fit over the kit 
exhaust manifold (a swipe of wet and 
dry around the edge of the manifold 
would have made life a bit easier) and 
the propeller was glued in place. A 
touch of superglue fixed the Venturis in 
place and the navigation lights were 
picked out with silver paint and Tamiya 
clear acrylics as appropriate. The pitot 
head was made from an L-shaped piece 
of wire glued into a hole drilled in the 
kit's outer pitot probe. 

Conclusion 

All in all a very quick and neat little 

project, not an extensive or expensive 

task (as so many projects seem to be 

these days) and just what I wanted after 

a few months away from the bench. It 

now looks very smart alongside my 

Aeroclub Tiger Moth. Come to think of it, 

I've got a Flashback Magister 

somewhere in the loft . . . 
• SAM l 
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Forthcoming Books from SAM Publications 



Series 


Book Title 


Publication Date 


RRP 


Model File 


BAC TSR.2 Manual 


Coming Soon 


T.B.C 


MDF 16 


Hawker Hunter 


Coming Soon 


£ 19.99 +p&p 


Air Wars 1 


Malta Campaign 


Coming Soon 


£ 19.99 +p&p 


MDF 17 


P-51 Mustang, Part 1 


Coming Soon 


l ly.yy +p&p 


Air Data 3 


US Marines AV-8B Harrier 11 


Coming Soon 


£ 9.99 +p&p 


Model File 


Mosquito FB VI Manual 


Coming Soon 


£ 14.99 +p&p 


MDF 18 


P-51 Mustang, Part 2 


Coming Soon 


£ 19.99 +p&p 



Till GRUMMAN 

F-14 Tomcat 




Modellers Datafiles 


the McDonnell douglas"") J| 

F-4 Phantom II » 


This well established series of aviation 


* ****** LhVI 1 1 j.x 

■ - - ^mMMA)^ - 




enthusiast and aircraft modeller-friendly 
volumes covering individual aircraft types 
in depth, continues unabated. Each work 
is full of informative developmental, 
historical and operational text, with 
hundreds of photos and pages of colour 
scheme and markings illustrations as well 
as a full set of scale plans. These books have a well deserved 
reputation for both excellence and value for money. 

Following the latest release. The Grumman F-14 Tomcat' by Andy 
Evans, many more 140-page format comprehensive guide MDF titles 
have already been commissioned and are well under way for release 
throughout 2009 and beyond - including such titles as 
/^J9^9\ the Hawker Hunter, P-51 Mustang (in two 
\i*mJ parts) and F/A-18 Hornet. 



140 pgs, full colour 
Size 210 x 297mm 
RRP £19.99 



AIR 1 

BAe Systems 

Hawk 



AirData Series 



A brand new series of 64-page 
publications, again covering individual 
aircraft types, but this time specifically 
with the discerning modeller in mind. 
Crammed full of photos and colour 
scheme and markings illustrations, the 
books offer inspiration and information in 
equal measure. 



The first title, 'BAe Hawk', has just been published and other titles 
commissioned for 2009 include the McDD AV-8B Harrier 
£g^9T\ II, Panavia Tornado, Blackburn Buccaneer 





and F-8 Crusader 



68 pgs, full colour 
Size 210 x297mm 
RRP £9.99 



Air Wars 



The first of a new and exciting series of 132- page publications, AIR 
WARS' will concentrate on significant air campaigns throughout the 
history of aviation. 

The launch title, Air War over Malta' will chronicle the air battles 
during the George Cross island's siege from late 1940 to early 1944, 
with a well-documented and informative text, hundreds of historical 
photos and pages of full colour illustrations, documenting 
^^99\ the colour schemes and markings of the 

aircraft taking part. Planned for 132 pgs. m colour 

publication in early 2009. ^maisT 





Model File 1 

BAC TSR.2 





Model File 



This new series from the SAM Publications is a 'kit 
tie-in' directly linked to selected new releases from 
well known manufacturers - the first of which will 
be the enigmatic BAC TSR.2, to be released in 
1/48 scale by Airfix within the next few weeks. 

This 84-page title traces the counterfactual 
history of what would possibly have occurred had 
TSR.2 actually entered RAF service - much more 
'what-might-havebeen' than vvhat-if ' - the book has been ~~ 
meticulously researched by well-respected and internationally acclaimed 
camouflage and markings expert, Paul Lucas, from official files and documents held 
by British Aerospace and in the vaults of the National Archives at Kew. 

The book will look at all the squadrons that were to be equipped with the type, 
the weapons systems that were to have been employed and the colour schemes 
and markings the aircraft would have carried. A perfect companion for the 1/72 and 

1/48 scale Airfix kits. 

Following on from this 'essential* book will be an equally 'must have' 
publication, planned for the middle of next year, the 'Mosquito FB VI Manual', which 
has been commissioned to accompany the release of the eagerly awaited Airfix 
1/24 scale Mosquito FB VI super kit However, the title has been 
cleverly designed to provide a modellers manual for ANY 
manufacturers' Mosquito FB VI kits in ANY scale. 
Planned publication date July 2009. 



(+p&p) 



84 pgs, full colour 
Size 210 x 297mm 
RRP £14.99 




Pre-order all your books now! 

Secure online ordering at www.sampublications.com 
Order hotline +44 (0)8707 333 733 

(for hobby shop book orders call Amanda on 0044 1234 761437) 



SAM PUBLICATIONS 




Ruslan 



Revell's Antonov An-124 



J*~«B Antonov An-124 "Ruslan' 



My normal modelling area is 
1/24 and 1/25 cars, and 
the only aviation model that 
I have built since my teens 
was a 1/72 Westland Wessex for a recent 
club contest, so when the chance arose 
to build one of the 1/144 civil aircraft tor 
the club stand at the IPMS show in 
Telford, I jumped at it There was a good 
selection on offer of which a few caught 
my eye including a Boeing 747 and an 
Airbus A380, but it was Revell's model of 
the awesome Antonov An-124 that I was 
drawn to. 

Construction 

The first thing I did was to have a good 
study of the instruction sheets and run 
through the list of paints required. Revell 
offer several choices for the modeller, 



allowing in-flight, kneeling, and various 
'doors open' arrangements. There is also 
a selection of five liveries and my choice 
was to use the Heavy-Lift/Volga-Dnepr 
Operation Christmas Child 2003 scheme 
for this build, and I was able to gather 
plenty of photographs of the actual 
aircraft, RA-82045, being built. The first 
thing I discovered from my research was 
that this aircraft did not use this livery 
after 2000. All the photographs 1 found 
from 2001 onwards do not have the 
Operation Christmas Child, logo or the, 
Heavy-Lift, name and logo on the aircraft. 

After cleaning up the parts, I did a dry 
assembly of the cargo deck and side 
panels to check for their fit. This was the 
point where the actual size of this model 
became a reality with its 47.8cm long 
fuselage and 50cm wingspan. The 




J? Building the model with its nose in the 
The interior structure includes a complete closed position will require some 
cargo bay and a tiny cabin aloft adjustment to the kit parts 



cockpit is a single moulded piece to 
which decals for the control panels are 
added, but these I decided to leave off as 
they would not be seen through the tiny 
cockpit windows. At this stage of the 
build, the instructions invite you to fit the 
rear steps to the upper passenger deck 
and the two gantry cranes. I left these off 
for now and put them aside for painting 
and fitting towards the end of the project. 
Another tip at this point is that rf you are 
building this model with the rear doors 
open omit the door section, which sits in 
the roof of the cargo deck. This will make 
it easier to mask up for painting and 
adding the decals later on. 

The main parts of the fuselage come in 
two halves with a panel for the underside 
of the fuselage. I did have a couple of 
alignment problems along the top joint of 




The engine assemblies made up nicely, but 
required a little filling when attached to the 
wings 




TECHNICAL DATA 



Antonov An-124 

Scale: 1/144 



Kit No 0-1221 



Price: £22.99 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Manufacturer: Revell AG 

UK Importer: Revell UK 

US Importer Revell Monogram 



the fuselage halves, and if I build another 
An-124 I will spend more time on this. 
Before you fit the lower panel of the 
fuselage, add some weight underneath 
the cargo deck as in the instructions. 1 
forgot to do this until it was too late, but 
in the end this has proved not too big a 

problem. 

Luckily, I jumped ahead on the 
instructions at this point and decided to 
make up the nose section to see how it 
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CIVIL -Milton's Schemes 





Painting in progress, and some dry fits prior Some seventy decals were involved in the 
to decalling rudder and tailplane assembly 



looked on the fuselage. When I tried it in 
the closed position, it was discovered that 
the nose and main fuselage do not match 
up correctly, with the fuselage being wider 
then the nose assembly. This problem has 
been commented on before on modellers' 
forums and the general solution has been 
to trim the cargo deck braces and the 
lower fuselage panel to get the correct 
size. As I was modelling the aircraft with 
the nose open, I did not bother with 
altering the fuselage to fit. 

The wing construction on this model 
was fairly straightforward and with the 
assistance of the good old clothes peg, 
they went together without any problems. 
The engines are a simple construction 
with the combustion chamber built and 
painted prior to fitting into the engine 
housing. I chose not to fit the front 
turbine and inlet until the engine housing 
was painted. 

Once you have reached this stage of 
the build, the instruction sheet has the 
modeller fitting the main wings and 
tailplanes to the fuselage. I had been 
doing some dry fitting of the wings at this 
stage and noticed how awkward it was to 
handle the model so after some thought, 
it was decided not to fit the wings until 
after the painting and decals were 
finished, and in the end this proved to be 
a wise course of action. 

The nose section was finished off with 
the front undercarriage bays fitted and the 
mounting arms for the nose in the open 
position. These arms can break easily 
when test fitting the nose to the fuselage, 
so drill a hole through each one and 
insert a short length of wire for some 
extra strength. It is easier to do this now 
than later once one has been accidentally 
broken, as I discovered. 

Painting and Markings 

Revell has provided a total of five different 
liveries for this model including Volga- 
Dnepr, Heavy-Lift and Volga-Dnepr, Polet 
Cargo Airlines, Aeroflot, and the Russian 
Air Force. I chose the Heavy-Lift Volga- 
Dnepr livery and built version five with 
the nose and rear doors open. Firstly, after 
giving them a final check over, I primed 
all the wings and fuselage using a couple 
of coats Tamiya's White Fine Primer 
holding the wings in clamps by the 
mounting tongues. The nose, rear doors 
and main undercarriage doors were just 
given a couple of coats of primer as there 
was no need to do any masking to them 
at this stage. 

The fuselage was masked and given a 
few coats of Gloss White using Tamiya's 



aerosol paint, as this was to hand at the 
time The lower half of the fuselage and 
the wings are painted with a mix of 
Revell's 75% Light Grey silky-matt 
(#371) and 25% Grey silky-matt (#374) 
from the Aqua Color range and after a 
couple of coats, I ended up with a 
pleasing finish. This new acrylic paint 
range has a very quick drying time 
compared to the enamel paints and 
generally only needs water for thinning. I 
use a small amount of cellulose thinners 
in the water to help prevent the paint 
clogging the airbrush nozzle. 

Next, the wings and rudder had their 
front edges masked and brush painted 
with silver from Revell's pre-mixed 
airbrushing enamel range. For enamel 
paint, this dries fairly quickly and goes on 
with smooth and thin coats when applied 
with a brush. The remaining areas for 
painting on the wings were masked up 
and brush painted using white on the 
elevators and ailerons and red on the 
wing tips. The end of the nose was also 
masked and sprayed with a darker grey 
(#374) as for the livery on the aircraft 
modelled. I then finished off any 
remaining areas to be painted on the 
fuselage, wings and all other parts left to 
be assembled later in the build. 

Decalling was the part of the build that 
I had been dreading since I first opened 
up the box on that fateful club night. The 
decal sheet is almost the same size as 
the box the kit came in and with a quick 
count on the instruction sheet, I 
calculated that there would be about 600 
individual decals to be applied to the 
model. To break myself in easily, I started 
by adding all of the Red crosses, which 
go onto panels on the rear wings and 
rudder. This required nearly seventy 
decals to be applied and once this was 
done, I finished off the last few items to 
go onto the rear stabilisers. Now I was 
ready to start on the first of the main 
wings. 

My strategy for this was to cross off 
each decal shown on the instruction sheet 
as I applied them to the model's wings so 
that none were missed. Time taken was 
about three and a half hours with a final 
tally of 258 decals on the first wing. The 
second wing was decalled a couple of 
days later once I had recovered from 
doing the first and then all of the wings 
were given a coat of Johnsons Klear for 
protection. 

The fuselage livery decals were applied 
with some help from Micro Sol and Micro 
Set solutions. I started with the diagonal 
stripes from the rudder going across the 




Stencilling on the wings - a task much 
beloved of Mr Angus McDonald, reviewer of 
this parish, when the kit first came out 

fuselage. From this you get the positions 
for the horizontal stripes along the 
fuselage running to the front and rear. The 
stripe running along the side to the nose 
is in two sections, with the rear halves 
having two different choices depending on 
whether you are doing the joint Heavy- 
Lift/Volga-Dnepr livery or Volga-Dnepr 
livery. This is when I discovered that the 
two sections of decals for each side are 
too short to fill the length of the fuselage 
leaving a gap of about 3mm between 
them. Luckily you can cut a section from 
the unused spares to fill this gap. I do not 
know if there is a similar problem with 
the decals used for the other liveries in 
this kit. 

Final Assembly 

The wings were fitted to the fuselage and 
supported to hold their position whilst the 
glue was drying overnight. I was pleased 
to find the following day that there were 
hardly any gaps where the wings joined 
the fuselage and only a tiny bit of filler 
was needed. The front and rear 
undercarriage gear, with the front support 
legs for use when the aircraft is in the 
kneeled position, were assembled and 
glued into position. Once these were dry. 
the rear undercarriage bay doors, loading 
ramps and other doors were added and to 
finish off the assembly, the nose section 
was glued in the open position with the 
hydraulic rams holding it open and the 
last of the support legs fitted to the 
underneath of the front loading ramps. 
After looking at the model, now that it 
was completed, I thought to myself that it 
was too clean looking, so an application 
of Promodeller's weathering wash was 
added to bring out some of the panel 
lines on the fuselage and wings. 




m- 



A closer look at the mass of decals on the 
lower wing - what can it all mean! 




The upper wing is a breeze by comparison, 
with barely sixty decals in evidence 




The smart livery stripes make a big 
difference to the finished model 



Conclusion 

At last! I had taken on this as something 
of a challenge and after wondering what I 
had let myself in for on more than one 
occasion the finished model was there in 
front of me. Wow! This is an impressive 
aircraft once it has been built, and 
placing it on a display stand, I can stand 
back and be proud of what I have done. 
Yes, this is a big model for its scale and 
there are a few minor problems with both 
the fit and the decals, but putting these 
aside, the choice of build options and the 
different liveries available makes it an 
excellent model, in my opinion. Would I 
build one again? Yes, I would like to have 
a go at one of the other options in the kit, 
and if you do decide to go out and buy 
one then be sure to take the time and 
apply all the decals to the wings, for the 
end result is well worth the time and 

effort. 
• SAMI 
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24-hour Finnish 



Building Heller's Fouga Magister in a day 



Most of us experience 
modellers' block from time 
to time - you know that 
feeling when you want to 
want to build, but you just don't feel 
like it. The big project that you've been 
working on languishes untouched on 
the bench, nothing in the stash looks 
enticing, and TV talent shows that 
you'd normally ridicule become 
compulsive viewing. 

I returned from SMW this year in 
exactly such a funk. Normally I come 
home from model shows inspired and 
eager to hit the workbench, but by mid- 
December I hadn't so much as touched 
a kit, let alone glued anything together. 



Partly I felt burnt-out from a period of 
intensive modeling activity in Autumn, 
but modellers' block can hit anytime and 
(or no apparent reason. 

On this occasion, the cure was a 
Blitzbau. Regularly hosted by the 
Unofficial Airfix Modellers Forum online, 
ifs a 24-hour build - that's a model 
built start-to-finish in a 24-hour period 
rather than 24 hours of actual modeling 
time. The subject kit and the extent of 
the project is wide open. 

Heller's 1/72 Fouga Magister had 
been sitting in my stash for years and 
seemed like an ideai candidate: a basic 
but well-fitting kit, and a subject that I 
really like. Because aftermarket decals 




The home-made decal sheet includes the airbrakes for the wings. The diagonal markings on 
the right were intended for intake FOD covers which I didn't have time to make 



are allowed in a Blitzbau, I researched 
various schemes and settled on a Finnish 
example, for which I drew up artwork 
and output them on my ALPS printer. 

Inevitably with a 24-hour deadline, 
some compromises have to be made. 
However, to derive any satisfaction - or 
fun - out of the project it would have to 
attain certain self-imposed standards. 
Super-detailing the cockpit was out of the 
question, but proper alignment and the 
removal of all seams was essential. The 
raised panel lines would have to be 
sanded off and rescribed, but there'd be 
nothing added to the undercarriage or 
wheel wells. The scheme I chose was 
natural metal, which added a further 
level of complication, but there was 
absolutely no weathering on the real 
aircraft so I could live with a clean 
paint job. 

Any modelling project requires 
planning and preparation, but its an 
absolute necessity with a Blitzbau. 
Before starting I checked that the kit 
was complete, and that I had all of my 
reference photographs printed out and to 
hand. The airbrush was thoroughly 
stripped and cleaned, paint levels 
checked and alt the necessary tools 
collected. The batteries on the Dremel 
and camera were charged. I also made a 
few reminders- to-self on the kit 
instruction sheet. New Years Day 2009 
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Kit Ho: 80220 



Price: £4.99 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Manufacturer: Heller 
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was chosen for the build; not only was 
off work and had no other major 
commitments that day, I liked the idea 
of having a kit completed right at the 
outset of the year. 
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Prominent ejector pin marks in the cockpit. The ribbing in the nosewheel well is a nice touch 
but is virtually invisible once the fuselage is assembled 



A grinding bit in a Dremel motor-tool makes short work of the pin marks in the cockpit 





Work on the cockpit progresses. There's no need for nose weight in Heller's kit 




The completed cockpit tub. Instrument panels and consoles are decals 



Day 1 




11:34-12:04 

The first task was to dip the clear parts 
in Future so they'd be cured in time for 
painting later, but immediately I ran into 
a snag. Although I'd checked the canopy 
was in the box, I hadn't looked at it 
closely. The clear part was badly 
scratched inside and out, so I proceeded 
to sand and polish out the blemishes. 
The inside of the canopy was toughest 
because it was too narrow to access 



with my fingers, and I resorted to 
wrapping the sandpaper around a thick 
paintbrush handle. It took about 25 
minutes to achieve a satisfactory result, 
at which point the parts were dipped in 
Future and left to harden. 

A couple of prominent ejection pin 
marks were removed from the cockpit 
walls using a Dremet, then the basic 
cockpit tub parts were cleaned up and 
assembled. A few spurious sidewall 
details were added using sprue and 
plastic card, just to add visual interest 
through the large canopy. 





Most Magister cockpits appear to be black; RLMG6 dark grey was used on the model. Two 
styles of wingtip fuel tanks are supplied 




Some pressure is needed forward of the cockpit while the glue dries 



My those seats look comfortable... 
12:04-13:17 

The clear coat on the canopy was dry 
enough to mask, for which I used 
ParaFilm. The canopy was then 
airbrushed dark grey as was the cockpit 
Because of the need for speed, all 
airbrushed paints used were Gunze 
lacquers which dry almost instantly and 
are immediately solid enough to mask. 
For smaller parts, which could be brush- 
painted, I used Vallejo acrylics. Despite 
looking like something from a 73 Ford 
Capri I went ahead and used them as is. 
I had no clear references for a Magister 
seat but from external shots of the 
aircraft it looked as if they were brown 
with olive-drab and green cushions. 

At this stage I also glued the wing 
halves and drop-tank halves together. 

13:17-14.10 

Lunch break! 

14:10-15:10 

The cockpit tub was assembled and 
painted. I'd made instrument panel and 
console decals beforehand so these were 



applied, then seat straps from foil were 
added and painted blue, adding a splash 
of colour to the cockpit. Finally I dry- 
brushed the various parts to bring out 
some of the detail. 

15:10-15.33 

With the cockpit tub in place the 
fuselage halves could be glued together, 
and as with most Heller kits I've built 
they fit fairly well. At this stage the 
forward undercarriage leg had to be 
trapped between the two halves, which 
was a little tricky and left the fragile part 
exposed for the rest of the build and 
liable to be snapped off accidentally. 
Amazingly it survived the entire build. 

15:33-15.50 

The wings were attached, taking care to 
get the angle symmetrical. 

15:50-16:52 

The next hour was spent cleaning up the 
seams and generally tidying up the 
airframe. Superglue with an accelerator 
was used for filling; there wasn't a lot to 
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The airframe is beginning to take shape, although the tail fins will be attached towards the 
end of the build 




The wheel wells are masked off with Tamiya tape, Post-It notes and ParaFilm. The insides of 
the gear doors are aitbrushed at the same time 




o 




A seam of PVA glue and a touch of silver enamel corrects the canopy gap 
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A coat of Tamiya primer applied straight from the rattle can provides an excellent base for 
Alclad 




Red intakes add a spot of colour 




With 10 minutes to spare, the model is complete. Except for that gap in the canopy, which I 
just couldn't live with... 




Symmetrical alignment of wings, tail fins and undercarriage needs careful attention, despite 
the short time frame 





'FM-6i 




OH-FMM 



be done, but fairing the intakes into the 
fuselage and getting a smooth wing-to- 
fuselage transition took some care. A lot 
of the raised detail was lost in the 
process but since I'd be rescribing it was 
no real problem. 

16:52-17:52 

Garlic tomato pasta and a glass of red 
wine. Nice, 

17:52-20:37 

For the next stage I took the model 
upstairs and spent some time with my 
wife watching TV. I also used the time to 
rescribe the model, at least the major 
panel lines. There aren't too many on 
the kit to start with, and the plastic's 
fairly soft so the process went smoothly. 
Once all the lines were recessed I buffed 
the model with progressively finer 
polishing cloths prior to painting. 

There are a couple of intakes on the 
rear fuselage which Heller moulded as 
solid pieces, so I made new ones from 
slivers of plastic tube. 

20:37-21:16 

As I'd be applying Alclad for the natural 
metal finish, a primer was required so 
Tamiya's Fine Surface Primer was 
sprayed directly from the rattle can. I 
can't say enough good things about this 
stuff. It evens out to a silky smooth 
finish, dries in minutes and is strong 



enough to be masked. It also showed 
up a few minor imperfections so these 
were sanded out. I left the tail-fins and 
drop tanks off until the very end of the 
build to facilitate handling the model. 

21:16-21:47 

Providing the necessary preparation of 
the plastic has been done and a primer 
applied, applying Alclad is no more 
difficult than any other airbrushed finish 
- in fact in some ways it's easier. I used 
Polished Aluminum on the Magister, 
building up the density with lightly 
airbrushed coats. Again, the paint is dry 
almost immediately, so I followed up 
with a coat of heavily thinned Future as 
a sealant, and as a base for decalling. 
This would have to wait until the next 
day - with around 9 hours of work 
behind me and the model painted and 
ready to decal, I figured I was in good 
shape for the 24-hour deadline. 

Day 2 



07:00 - 07:53 

First task of the day was to mask and 
spray the intake edges in gloss red, 
followed by the painting of the wheel 
wells. I find it easier to mask around 
the outside of the wells and spray 
inside them, as opposed to painting 



the wheel wells first and then having 
to mask the insides. 

07:53-11:24 

A lot had to happen in the last few 
hours. I brush-painted all of the smaller 
detail parts such as wheels, 
undercarriage components and periscope 
and set them aside. 

Decalling the model was the next 
(and longest) stage. I'd made decals to 
represent the airbrakes on the wings, 
and as these were the largest elements I 
applied them first using Micro Set to aid 
positioning. The solvent must have 
reacted with the Future and both decals 
went milky white. There followed some 
anxious minutes as I waited to see 
whether it would clear, and although it 
took a while it did eventually evaporate 
and the decals looked fine. Once I'd 
determined that there was no lasting 
damage I applied the rest of the 
elements, including as much stenciling 
as I'd been able to identify on photos of 
the aircraft. Since the stencilling was in 
Finnish and illegible on the Internet 
photos, I'd typed gibberish for the small 
blocks of wordage; fortunately it was too 
small on the model to read. 

Normally after the decals have dried I 
wash the model down with soapy water 
to remove any traces of solvents, 
followed by a final coat of Future. 
However I was rapidly approaching the 



deadline and had to forego this stage. 
Instead I spent the final half hour 
attaching the undercarriage, drop tanks, 
lights and fins. With a stretched sprue 
whip aerial sprouting from the rear 
fuselage I considered the model 
complete, with ten minutes to spare. 

Overall, given the time constraints, I 
was happy with the result, except for a 
glaring gap in the canopy on the left 
side. The next day I took some PVA 
white glue and sealed the gap followed 
by a coat of silver paint, which looked 
infinitely better. I also washed the plane 
down. Not strictly within the time 
limitation, but at least I could live with 
the model now. 

Since completing the Magister I've got 
back into the habit of modelling. The 
sheer act of completing something is one 
of the best stimuli to continue building. 
Admittedly there are areas I'd normally 
have spent more time on and ways I 
could have improved the model, but the 
Blitzbau achieved its objective and 
cleared my modelling block. Just as 
positively, there's also one less unbuilt 
kit in the stash, and one more 'finnished' 
model in the cabinet. 
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Modelling to the Max 



Building the Trumpeter 1/32 Yak-18 



OKB Yakovlev commenced 
work on the Yak-18 (NATO 
codename Max) after the 
end of WW2 when it 
became clear that contemporary trainers 
such as the Polikarpov UT-2 were 
rapidly becoming obsolete. The first 
prototype flew in 1947, quickly passed 
state certification trials and was put into 
mass production. Approximately 4,000 
airframes were built in the Soviet Union, 
China (designated CJ-5) and Hungary. 
Apart from the air forces of those 
countries under Soviet influence, large 
numbers of Yak- 18s were delivered to 
paramilitary organisations such as the 
Soviet DOSAAF and civil aeroclubs. The 
basic airframe gave rise to several 
variants of the Yak-18, such as the Yak- 
181), with tricycle undercarriage, the 
Yak-18A with AI-14R engine, the Yak- 



18R -PM, and -PS - all single-seat, 
aerobatic aircraft - and the Yak-18T, a 
four-seater. 

The first fifteen Yak-18s were 
delivered to Poland in 1951, followed by 
thirty more in 1952 and an additional 
ten in 1955. All aircraft were extensively 
used in military pilot schools alongside 
other types such as the UT-2, which the 
Yak-18 progressively replaced in units, 
the Polish-built Junak-2, a licensed 
version of the Po-2, the CSS- 13 and the 
Yak-11. The last Yak-18 was 
decommissioned in 1960 and several 
ex-military aircraft were transferred to 
civil aviation clubs where they were 
successfully used until the late 1970s. 

The type found its way into the 
annals of Polish aviation not only as a 
reliable basic trainer, but also as an 
aircraft that was used by four cadets of 




Structural elements were made from Evergreen strips and rods and added to the 
cockpit sidewalls 



one of the squadrons of the Deblin Pilot 
School to escape from communist 
Poland, an event that caused quite a stir 
at the time. During the night of 23/24 
July 1956, four cadets secretly took two 
Yak- 18s and Hew them across the 
southern border, over Czechoslovakia, to 
Austria, where they safely landed. The 
aircraft were returned a few days later, 
but the pilots understandably stayed 
abroad. The entire unit was punished for 
their endeavour and stripped of the title 
of best training unit. Several high- 
ranking officers were fired and eight 
cadets, best friends of the escapees, 
were expelled from the school. However, 
the incident demonstrated how effective 
the Polish military pilot training system 
was, since four young pilots without 
much experience were able to take off 
successfully during the night, navigate 
for several hours over an unknown 
terrain and safely land at their planned 
destination point. 

Just a bit of aviation trivia for you, 
let's move on the kit! 

The Kit 

Upon opening the box I was quite 
impressed with the content. One small 
and two large sprues hold all the major 
parts, while a transparent piece contains 
a very thin and clear canopy in five 
parts, plus instrument panels. All the 
parts feature recessed panel lines and a 
good dose of Trumpeter's famous rivets 
and overdone fabric effect on the wings 
- although in my opinion it looks good 
under a coat of paint. An engine cowling 
is provided in either clear or solid 



Yakovlev Yak-18 Max 
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Scale: 1/32 
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Price: £26.95 



Type: Injection Moulded Plastic 



Manufacturer: Trumpeter 



UK Distributor: Pocketboud 



US Distributor: Stevens International 



plastic, and there is also a photo-etched 
fret with parts for the very annoying 
control surfaces hinges and some levers 
for the cockpit, which are also provided 
in plastic and look much more 
convincing. 

There are also vinyl tires and 
unfortunately these are not featured in 
plastic as I am not a big fan of them. 
Marking options are provided for Korean, 
Soviet and Chinese aircraft, all sporting 
the green and light blue colour scheme. 

Overall, it seems like a very 
comprehensive package, however, closer 
inspection reveals several shortcomings. 
There are two areas that really 
disappoint. Firstly, the cockpit is rather 
plain and needs some extra work. 
Secondly, the engine compartment lacks 
a lot of detail, which is surprising 
considering that one of the options is a 
clear cowling. I can understand a lack of 
smaller detail, but one major omission is 
an oil tank that is located behind the 
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with the high standards expected in a flying training squadron 




The seats have been detailed with harnesses made from aluminum foil and thin copper wire White 16s following masks removal 
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All the additional details are clearly visible through a large and clear canopy 




The engine compartment has been extensively modified to accommodate a variety of pipes and cables, and the missing oil 
tank - just visible behind the upper engine support strut 



Main undercarriage leg with a brake cable, weathered with an 
oil paint wash and CMK pigments 





The engine following addition of partitions between the 
cylinders and ignition cablesz 



A simple lens and a new cover made from clear plastic 
sheet greatly enhance the appearance of the landing light 



Areas where aircraft numbers were positioned were painted 
white and masked using 3M masking tape 




Undersurfaces were pre-shaded with black prior to application of Russian Topside Blue 
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engine on the firewall, which shows up 
on every photo I have seen. 

I decided to have a bit of fun with 
this kit and add detail to the cockpit 
and engine, leaving the latter exposed 
without a cowling, I am not aware of 
any aftermarket sets for this kit, so 
everything had to be scratchbuitt. For 
this I needed references, and again 
these are not that easy to find. 
Fortunately, Rossagraph of Poland 
published Model Detail Photo 
Monograph No.ll covering the Yak-18. 
This is really all you need, with plenty 
of photos of an airworthy Yak-18 flying 
in Poland and a small selection of 
period photos. Also worth having is 
issue 4/2006 of a Russian language 
magazine Aviacya y vremya, and if you 
want to know all there is to know about 
Polish Yak-18s then the magazine 
Lotnictwo z szachownic has a two-part 
feature {issues 1 1 and 12) with photos 
and colour profiles, comprehensively 
covering the subject matter. 




I started with the cockpit, and this 
initially received a coat of Humbrot 64 
followed by a black wash. Looking at the 
reference photos it was clear that the 
fuselage structural detail and some 
wiring running alongside both sides of 
the cockpit were missing. These were 
fashioned from Evergreen rods and strips 
and copper wire, respectively. Once 
painted they really added to the overall 
look of the cockpit and were rather easy 
to do. Photos also showed that the radio 
compartment on the rear shelf behind 
the instructor's seat is covered with 
wires hooked up to different radio boxes. 
These were made from copper wire and 
painted grey. The only other thing that 



needed to be done was the addition of 
seat harnesses. For this purpose, I like to 
use aluminium foil (from a wine bottle} 
that was cut into thin strips in which I 
drilled some small holes before dressing 
them up with a thin wire. These were 
painted Gunze Sail Colour and fixed in 
place with superglue. 

Once the cockpit was done and 
painted, everything moved forward 
rather rapidly, and in a couple of 
evenings I had the entire fuselage and 
wings assembled and ready for painting. 
As I mentioned above, I intended to 
leave the engine exposed. The idea was 
to paint and finish the model first and 
have it ready for the engine that would 
simply be attached to the front end of 
the fuselage. Before I could start 
painting, though, I needed to make a 
new firewall from plastic sheet and mark 
the attachment points for the engine 
frame using the kit's part as a template. 
There were just a few other 
modifications to the airframe. I added a 
landing light in the port wing leading 
edge (Trumpeter provides an empty 
space there), mechanical indicators for 
the undercarriage position on the upper 
surface of the wings and drilled holes in 
the horizontal and vertical stabilizers to 
accommodate rigging later on. 

My Max was going to sport Polish 
markings and Lotnictwo z szachownic 
provided me with all the info I needed. I 
decided to depict White 16, serial 
number 5402, from the 5th Training 
Aircraft Squadron of OSL-4 based in 
Krzewica in the mid-1950s. This 



particular aircraft crashed on the 6th of 
September 1956 during a routine test 
flight, killing both crew members. There 
is not much colour variety since all the 
aircraft were painted dark green on the 
upper- and light blue on the 
undersurfaces. I used Model Master 
Russian Topside Blue for the undersides 
and Humbrol 116 US Dark Green for 
the upper surfaces, followed by post- 
shading with lighter shades of green, 
particularly on fabric covered surfaces. 
All the markings had to be sourced from 




my decal bank, which was relatively 
easy in the case of the Polish national 
insignia, which came from various 
Techmod sheets. However, I could not 
find suitable white 16s and I needed 
four of them. I enlarged the magazine's 
colour profile to 1/32 and used it to cut 
out masks from 3M masking tape. Areas 



where the numbers were to be 
positioned were painted white prior to 
the application of the main camouflage 
colours and masks duly applied. 
Following decal application the model 
was weathered with CMK pigments, raw 
umber oil paint wash and silver pencil, 
and then sealed with Humbrol Satin. 

This left me with the engine 
compartment I started detailing with the 
oil tank, fashioned from an appropriately 
shaped piece of plastic scrap. Braces 
were made from Tamiya masking tape 
and the whole thing was painted red- 
brown and attached to the firewall. The 
M-11FR engine featured partitions 
between the cylinders that were made 
from a plastic sheet in my model. 
Photos show that each one of the 
partitions had an extension on top made 
from what appears to be a piece of 
leather. I have not made these, since all 
my attempts at representing them (1 
used masking tape, aluminium foil, 
tissue paper) looked ridiculous, so I just 
gave up. Ignition wires and some other 
plumbing were added according to 
photos and the engine was painted, 
fixed to the support frame and attached 
to the firewall. The area behind the 
engine was filled with a variety of wires 
and pipes, and I tried to replicate the 
busy look as best I could based on 
references, but a lot of it is just my 
modelling licence. 

Ironically, once everything was done, I 
looked at the model and concluded that 
it just did not look right! It looked ugly 
with the engine so exposed and had lost 
all its appeal for me, so it was back to 
my spares box where I had already 
buried both cowling parts. These were 
painted and fitted, but I decided to 
remove two panels to show some of the 
work I had done on the engine. 

Conclusion 

This is a nice addition to my Yakovlev 
aircraft collection, although I would 
prefer to have it in 1/48 but I am not 
aware of any Yak-18 kit in a quarter 
scale. Trumpeter pick some rather 
unusual subjects for their kits, some of 
which might not appeal to everyone, 
but they get a thumbs up from me for 
this one. 

• SAMI 
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Big Business 

Here's a brief update on a couple 
of current projects for you. The 
1/48 B-36J master is complete 
and in hands of C&H Aero. I'm finishing 
up brass main gears now. 

The C-87/KC-97 fuselage, tail, etc, 
has been test-poured and is being sorted 
out. This will be a conversion kit for the 
1/48 Monogram B-29. 

The Martin Mercator - also in 1/48 - 
has been moulded and I'm building the 




first test shot. This will be a complete 
kit for C&H Aero. No release date on 
these projects yet, but I'll send some 
pictures as I go. This has been time- 
intensive but fun! 

I have been doing these projects for 
C&H. That end will be the market 
source, and they are working towards 
production along with the normal C&H 
catalogue. 

Bob Hampton 

Idaho 



*C&A can be found at 

www. candhaerominiatures. com 

Email: info@ candhaerominiatures 

•SAW 




Zero Points 

Ah so! The Japanese gremlins 
seem to have attacked the 
'Brand New Zero' article in the 
March 2009 SAMI with a vengeance! 
For a start all the captions on p. 275 
apply to the profiles on p. 276 and 
vice-versa! Also apropos of the 
profiles, aircraft #132 on p.275 was 
an A6M7 and the crosses were green 
surrender markings; the unit markings 
on aircraft #12, p.276 were spurious, 
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Readers' Feedback 




probably applied when flown in 
America post-war. 

In the article text, reference is made 
to updated versions A6M4 and A6M5 
going into production; the A6M4 never 
went into production and I think this 
should have read A6M3 and A6M5. 
Also the A6M7 was built by both 
Mitsubishi and Nakajima (roughly 7 
times more by the latter company), 
but only Mitsubishi built the two 
A6M8 prototypes, a Model which did 
not enter production. 

R Starkings (IPMS (UK) JASIG Member) 

Leeds 

• SAMI 
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The views expressed in this column are not necessarily those of SAM Publications. Readers' address details 
must be supplied but we will publish them only if the letter is considered to be a request tor assistance or 
further correspondence from the readership. 

This page will be used to publish letters we receive from the readership that relate to articles previously 
published in this magazine. These letters will add to, update or revise such articles. 



Send Your Letters To... 



Please send your comments, questions and feedback to the editorial address, clearly marked Feedback . 
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Do the Swedish Splinter! 



Ijust wanted to say how much I 
enjoyedt your feature on the 'what 
if?' TSR.2 In RAAF colours. It 
looked absolutely stunning, i 
thought that the , 
aircraft would 
have been kitted 
in the anti-flash 
white of the 
prototype to keep 
the purists at 
bay, but your 



reviewer, with the help of a 
magnificent paint job, some underwing 
stores and ultimately good old 

fashioned 
imagination, 
made the 
aircraft look so 
purposeful and 
potent. I was 
so impressed 
that I went out 
as soon as I 
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Global Emil 

I have not built a 109 in German 
markings for years. Thanks for the 
great article (Emil and Gustav in 
Captivity, Dec. 2009). I plan several 
aircraft in anything but German 
markings. My friend wants a Mexican 
Air Force hack circa 1945-6 as a 
'what if?' and I do have the decals to 
make that happen!), especially now 
that I have the the Kecay book that 
you reviewed several issues back. 

Frank Herbert 
Arizona, USA 




By the way, 1 know the photo is not 

good, but it shows the aircraft pretty 

well... 
•SAMI 




read the article and reserved a TSR.2 
at my local model shop. You'd have 
thought that it would have stopped 
there, but oh no, today my fiancee 
bemoaned the arrival of a second 
TSR.2! 'What are you going to do with 
that one?' she said. This one is going 
to be painted in an RAF camo scheme 
with some serious hardware under the 
wings, and the third... third!?!! Yup, 
I've ordered a third! You may think that 
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this is all a tad excessive, but the 
article really opened my eyes to the 
endless possibilities with this airframe 
and why I got into modelling in the 
first place, for the sheer fun of it. 

For the first time in a long time I've 
not pored over reference material and 
scoured the Internet or tried to look for 
minor inaccuracies. I've bought these 
kits to build them and enjoy them. All I 
can say is thank you for the article and 
the inspiration. Now did I fancy the 
low viz USAF scheme or the natural 
metal SAC scheme for the third? 
Hmmm....the agony of choice! 
Regards 
Harjinder Sokhi 

Via Email 
• SAMI 
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Cessna Question 

Apologies for a belated comment 
on the February '09 edition of 
SAMI, but I've only just got back 
from the USA to find my copy. 

American Patrol, page 171, features a 
photograph that is probably 
miscaptioned. The top left image is of a 
sort of Bleriot, apparently built by Clyde 
Cessna in Wichita. It states that JONES 
is painted beneath the left wing for 
'Jones' Aircraft.' It may look like Jones' 
in the USA but my eyes in the UK think 
it reads 'PINES.' 

This is not a complaint, just an 
observation. As the early aircraft 
attributed to Cessna is a relatively exotic 
topic and for probably 95% of your 
readers this one article will be the only 
one we'll ever see I'd like to get some 
sort of clarification. If it is indeed 
'PINES' then is it 'Pines Aircraft?' 




My main interest is Swedish military 
aircraft, but thanks to SAMI I now have 
an ever-expanding loft and library and an 



increasingly vigilant wife! And I don't even 
think about the armour or Can Am cars... 
Best wishes 



John Peto 

Via Email 
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Events 



APRIL 



Saturday 4th 



Sword & Lance 2009 

presented by Darlington Military Modelling Society at 
the Arts Centre. Vane Terrace, Darlington DL3 7AX. 
10.30am to 4.30pm. Model and Militaria displays. 
Demonstrations. Trade stands and Open Model 
Competition. £2.00 Adults. £1.00 Senior Citizens and 
Children. Colin Holmes, 127 Dinstfale Crescent. 
Darlington. DL1 1EZ. 01325 489801 email 
colin.holmes@whs milhnet.co.uk 



Saturday 4th 



Abingdon Model Show 

Larkmead School. Faringdon Road, Abingdon. 
Oxfordshire. 10am - 4.30pm. Contact Simon 
079208 75480 or Alan 07666 91207 



Saturday 4th 



MOSQUITOCON 2009 

Presented by New Jersey IPMS at the Wayne Police 
Athletic Hall (PAL). Wayne. New Jersey. Theme this 
year is: 'Between the Wars 1919-1939'. Contact Big 
Bill Schwarz 732-567-3724 (no calls after 9pm) or 
email tomc3tter53@optimum.net. Keep watching 
our website vAmnjipms.org for updates 



Sunday 5th 



Shropshire Model Show 

RAF Museum Cosford. Contact 01939 270481 



Saturday 18th 



Poole Vikings Annual Show 

at Parkstone Grammar School, Sopers Lane, Poole. 
Dorset. BH17 7EA. Commencing at 10.00am until 
4.30pm. £2.00 for Adults. £1.00 for Senior Citizens 
and Children. Contact Jez Thomson on (01963) 
32385 or email at poolevikings@tiscali.co.uk 



Sunday 19th 



East Midlands Model Show 

Hinckley Leisure centre 
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THE SCOTTISH NATIONAL 

SCALE MODEL SHOW 

2009 




THE DBWARS CENTRE 

Gi_OVEft STREET PFRTH 
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■ Saturday 25th - Sunday 26th 
Scottish National Scale Model Show 2009 

The Dewar's Centre, Glover Street, Perth. 10am to 
4pm. Contact: Jim Gibb 01738 - 441365 
HYPERLINK "http://www.scotnats.org,uk" 
http://wvm.scotnats.org.uk 



MAY MBS 

■ Saturday 2nd - Sunday 3rd 

2009 lllawarra Scale Model Expo 

incorporating the NSW Scale Model Competition. 
Koonawarra Community Centre. Fowlers Road Oapto 
(South of Wollongong) NSW. See 

http://ipma.hQbbyvista.com/ or contact Darren 
Dickerson on 0419 148 335, email 
ipma@gibstuff.net 



Sunday 10th 



The Potteries Model Show 

this year will be held at the usual venue of Meir 
Community and Education Centre. Pickford Place, 
Meir, Stoke-on-Trent, ST3 7DX. Doors open at 10am. 
Traders and club slands, refreshments will be 
available throughout the day. For the competition 
this year there will be a prize of £150 of model 
vouchers for the Senior Best in Show, courtesy of 
Model Hobbies.co.uk. and the Junior Competition will 
have a voucher prize courtesy of Affinity Models. 



Sunday 10th 



The 9th Gloucester IPMS Model Show 

will be held at Churchdown Community Centre, 
Parton Road, Churchdown, Gloucestershire. GL3 2JH. 
10am - 4.30pm. Contact Alan Firbank 01452 
610605 afirbank@aol.com or Jeff Brown 01285 
659254 gundylunch@sky.com 



Saturday 16th 



Southdowns Model Show 

at Lancing Pansh Hall Lancing West Sussex. 
Traders, Clubs ant) competiton with light 
refreshments. Doors open 10:30. Please contact 
Paul Janicki on 01403782638 or Craig Wells on 
01273 279635 for more info. 



Saturday 23rd 



Torbay Military Modelling 
Society/IPMS Torbay 38th annual show 

Torquay Town Hall, Castle Circus. Torquay, TQ1 3RD 
www.torbay-ipms.org.uk Contact 
wellzy_2000@yahoo.com 

■ Saturday 23rd - Sunday 24th 
Scale ACT '09 

The Harmonie German Club, 49 Jerrabomberra 
Avenue, Nanabundah, Canberra. Australian Capital 
Territory (ACT). Australia. Features scale model 
displays, competitions, traders, a swap 'n sell, and a 
dinner on the Saturday evening. www.aclsms.asn.au 
Contact Ike Grieve on (+61) 2 6291 1900 



Saturday 30th 



2009 Western Canadian Model Contest 

at the Nanton Lancaster Museum, located just south 
of Calgary. Details available online via the club 
website at www.rockymountainmodelclub.com. 



Saturday 30th 



IPMS Salisbury's Annual Model Show 

and Competition 0930 - 1630 atWyvem College. 
Church Road. Laverstock, Salisbury, SP1 IRE. UK. 
Over 45 Clubs. SIG's & Traders. Contact Don Bartlett. 
01985 851113, kateanddon@btintenieLcom or visit 

www.IPMS-SalistKjry.org 



Sunday 31st 



Hendon Scale Model Show 

at the RAF Museum, Hendon, London 10.00am to 
6.O0pm. Free admission and parking. Hannants of 
London will be open. For more info contact 
hendonmodeishow@yahoo.co.uk 

BH 

■ Saturday 20th 

Fife Model Show 

East-Neuk IPMS. 10am - 5pm. YMCA Hall, 
Bonnygate. Cupar KV15. Contact Dave 01334 
652439 or Bruce 01382 543104 

■ Sunday 28th 

IPMS Coventry & Warwickshire Show 

in association with Midland Air Museum. Entrance 
includes museum fee. Contact the museum on 024 
7630 1033 or Stephen 01675 481687 
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JULY 



Saturday 18th 



IPMS Roanoke Valley's Virginia Shoot 
Out Model Show and Contest 

Roanoke Cmc Centre Exhibition Hall, 9am - 5pm. Tim 
Ward +1 540 977 6205 or visit HYPERLINK 
'http:/Aw/w.rvipms.com" www.rvipms.com tor details 



Sunday 19th 



Letchworth Showcase 2009 

Plinston Hall Letchworth. Bob Parker 01480 891710 
robrenparker@sky.com 



AUGUST 



Sunday 23rd 



Avon IPMS 20th Show 

to be held at Yate Leisure Centre. Kennedy Way, 
South Gloucestershire. 10.00 to 17.00. free parking, 
open competition, club displays, trade stands, 
refreshments available. Clubs and Traders e-mail 
Kevin Webb at hippo58@blueyonder.co.uk Other 
Enquiries contact Mike Lumb 01 17 931 5600 (eve) 



SEPTEMBER 



Sunday 20th 



IPMS Fenland and Spalding Model Club 

Wings & Things 2009 

sponsored by JB Models at the Grammar School, 
Spalding Lines. For more information contact Steve 
Abbott 01778 347695 



OCTOBER 

■ Friday & Saturday 16th - 17th 

JERSEYCON - IPMS USA Region 2 
Convention 

Presented by New Jersey IPMS at the Holiday Inn in 
Runnemede. New Jersey (In South Jersey off the lower 
exits of the NJ Turnpike). Theme: 'To the Nines -1939- 
2009.' Contact Big Bill Schwarz 732-567-3724 (no 
calls after 9pm) or email tomcatter53@optimum.neL 
Keep watching our website www.njipms.org lor updates 



This service is offered free to event organisers 

who wish to give advance notice of their shows 

Send information to 

Events, Scale Aviation Modeller. 

Media House, 21 Kingsway, 

Bedford, MK42 9BJ. UK 

Adverts will be run space permitting. Please note, 
although every care is taken in preparing this 
section. SAM Publications cannot be liable for any 
errors and/or omissions. 
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STRAP YOURSELF IN 

HERE COME THE LATEST RELEASES FROM OSPREY PUBLISHING 
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OSPREY 



PUBLISHING 
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Wtittra From 1916-19 





AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE AND WWW.0SPREYPUBLISHING.COM 
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Books 



Arado Ar 96 - Colours and markings 



This is the latest in Mark 1/4+ 's 
'Dozen Sef series, and is a 
perfect example of a book 
designed specifically for 
modellers, by modellers, with no 
extraneous content whatsoever. The book 
has selected twelve individual aircraft, 
and each is covered with a page of colour 
artwork, giving four views, and at least 
one original photograph. Other photos are 
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F- 1 1 1 Aardvark 

Following the usual format for 
Squadron's Walk Around 
books, this is the latest 
addition to the colour series 
and follows a foromula so well-tried and 
tested that these books have become 
almost mandatory. If you want to see it, 
buy the Squadron book! This book 
covers every inch of the aircraft, using 
spectacular colour photography, and is 
particularly strong in those important 
areas like wheel wells and cockpit 



BOOK 



Author: Ken N en beck 
ISBN: 978 0 89747 581 5 



Publisher: Squadron 



Format:Softback, BOpp 




F-111 Aardvark 




Another perfect title for the modeller, 
and Squadron are to be commended for 
continuing this highly successful series. 
www.squadron.com 
GH 
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dozen set 



Arado Ar 96 

colours & markings 




BOOK 



Author: Michael Ovacik and Karel Susa 



ISBN: 978 8086637 105 



Publisher: Mark I. Lid i n co-operation with 4+ 
Format: Softback. 28pp. Cecals included 



included, and these give walk around 
details, as well as showing other original 
aircraft from the various air forces 
covered. 

The book comes with a large decal 



sheet offering markings for all twelve 
machines illustrated, and the package is 
available as either 48002, with 1/48 
decals, or as 72002, in the smaller scale. 

This is a beautiful and highly practical 
presentation, covering the little trainer 
thoroughly and expertly, and includes 
markings for Luftwaffe, Slovak,, Czech, 
Hungarian, and captured British 
machines. 
GH 
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The Indian Air Force participates in Exercise Red Flag 2008-04 
with the French, Republic of Korea and US Air Force 



Kedar S. Karmarkar 



Indian Air Force in the United States 



Beautifully illustrated with colour 
photography throughout, this 
landscape format A4 book 
depicts all aspects of the 
Indian Air Force's participation in Red 
Flag 2008, and operations leading up to 
the exercise itself. Lots of excellent views 
are included of Sukhois and ll-76s 
mingling with adversaries and other Red 
Flag participants, and it affords an all-to- 
rare close-up of this interesting air arm, 
and an opportunity to study up close the 
colours and markings of the aircraft it 



BOOK 



Author: Kedar S. Karmarkar 



ISBN: N/A 



Publisher: Aviation Bookshop 



Format:Soltback. 



flies. Extensive captions describe the 
action and the aircraft themselves. 

Available only through The Aviation 
Bookshop www.aviation-bookshop.com 
GH 
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Russian Air Power 

Another major work from this 
source on subjects related to 
the former Soviet Union, The 
book outlines the Russian Air 
Force's current order of battle, including 
complete descriptions of all the Air Force 
and Navy's current fixed wing aircraft 
and helicopter types. Of particular use to 



BOOK 



Author: Yclim Gordon 



ISBN; 978 1857 8031 67 



Publisher: Ian Allen Publishing 
Format: Hardback. 336pp 



RUSSIAN 



Air Power 




the modeller is the inclusion of weapons 
and stores, with plenty of images and 
details to help demystify this often 
neglected area - we are often content 
simply to glue on the bits in the box, 
without knowing what, or how accurate 
they really are. 

A mass of colour photographs and 
maps paints a complete picture of a 
modern day air force one might have 
assumed was rusting, neglected, in a 
patch of weeds somewhere. Far from it. 
The people, the places, and the 
machinery of Russia's still potent air arm 
are well -documented in this important 
book. 
Barry Brine 

• SAMI 



2nd Tactical Air Force - Volume Four 




his long-awaited fourth 
volume in the acclaimed 
series features a quantity of 
hitherto unpublished 



BOOK 




Author Christopher Shores and Chris Thomas 
ISBN: 978 19065 37012 

Publisher: Ian Allan 

Format: Hardback 176pp 



information, and includes a lot of 
anecdotal material from pilots, and 
details of missions flown. 

Camouflage, markings, and ordnance 
are covered exhaustively, and the colour 
profiles provided add to the overall 
impressive presentation that has made 
this series a must for any enthusiast, as 
well as a unique work of reference on 
this very broad subject- 
All four volumes in this series can be 
highly recommended. 
Christopher Trace 

• SAMI 



OKB Mikoyan 

Goodness what a book! Ifs a 
bit like a Puttnams for MiGs, 
and has the most 
astonishing amount of 
information. Every variant, licence-built 



BOOK 



Author: Yefim Gordon and Dmilriy Komissarov 
ISBN: 978 1857803075 
Publisher: Ian Allan 



Format: Hardback, 540pp 




version, prototype and spin-off receives 
full treatment, with a plethors of 
photographs and line diagrams 
illustrating differences in similar 
airframes, so that nothing is left to 
chance. Ifs a very precise book, and will 
serve as a perfect starting point for any 
project involving the works of the 
Mikoyan Design Bureau. 

I cannot recommend this book highly 
enough to anyone either collecting an 
aviation library or modelling Russian 
aircraft subjects. It is a masterpiece. 
Roger Sumner 

• SAMI 



P-36 Hawk Aces of World War 2 



Osprey are rightly regarded as 
one of the modeller's 
essential libraries, and to be 
honest without having seen 
this book it would never have occurred to 
me that there were any aces flying the 
P-36, as it is generally regarded as an 



BOOK 



Author: Lionel Persyn, Kari Stenman and 

Andrew Thomas 

ISBN: 978 1 84603 409 1 



Publisher: Osprey 



Format: Softback. 96pp 




also ran, or a predecessor to something 
more celebrated. 

But, of course, the Finns flew them. 
Most of the pilots who made ace whilst 
actually flying the Hawk were naturally, 
French and Finnish, and the book covers 
these but also looks at other subsequent 
aces who flew the machine, so there is 
some coverage of the machine in US and 
Commonwealth service. 

This is an essential book for anyone 

tackling the aircraft in model form, and 

will equally inspire anyone reading it to go 

out and buy a kit. Highly recommended. 

Royston Melwale 
• SAMI 




Polish Wings 3 - Avia BH.33 (PWS A), PWS.10 & PZL P.7a 



Another classic case of chicken- 
before-egg. Having previously 
little interest in the Polish Air 
Force, these books are 
drawing me in, and all of a sudden I find 
myself browsing the catalogues of 
Broplan, Chorozy, Mirage and Ardpol for 
likely subjects. 

What is particularly pleasing about 
this series is the format in which colour 
profiles are interspersed with black and 
white period images. This adds a 
warmth to many of the pages and brings 
them to life. 

The book gives full details of the 
history and service of these types - all 
significant in the 1930s Polish Air Force 
- but it is chiefly the pictures that sell 
the book, as the combination of the red 



OLISH WINGS J 




BOOK 



Author Bartolomicj Belcarz and Tomasz J. Kopanski 
ISBN: 978 83 89450 89 0 
Publisher: Mushroom 
Format: Softback, 56pp 



and white national markings on the olive 
drab is eye-catching to a degree. Details 
of service in Spain are also included. 

I will be buying more of this series, and 
endeavouring to better acquaint myself with 
the fascinating, but frequently overlooked 
history involved. The relish model industry 
is as enthusiastic in support of its own as 
the Czech, and there are a lot of interesting 
models to build. Lefs go. .. 
GH 
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Derek Reeve Indexes 



SHOP GUIDE 



APRIL 2009 



Hobby Shops! Reach over 175,000 active modellers per month for less than £1.40 a day! 

Call Christine McCarthy on +44 (0)8707 333733 or email chris@sampublications.com to find out how. 



viation Book Ce«tr£.Com 

Specialist aviation, military & naval titles, 
www. aviationbookc entre.com 



AVIATION BOOK CENTRE / PO Box 4413. 
Atherstone, Warwickshire, CV9 9AS 

0845 2604413 



WARWICKSHIRE 



Jamiesons Models 



B Mon to Sat. 9.30 to 5.30, Sun 11.00 to 4.00 
Stockist of all SAM titles 



JAMIESONS MODELS / 30 Salt Market, 
Glasgow, Scotland. G1 SLY 

Glasgow — I ® 0141 552 3956 



Searchable index for articles in past issues ol SAMl/MAM. 
Available as a Word file (on CD or by email), book with card 
covers & combbound. UK cheques payable to 'Derek Reeve' 



DEREK REEVE / 153 Seamore Avenue, Benfleet. Essex, 
SS7 4LA, UK samimamindex@tiscali.co.uk 

(0)1268 7 53139 



ESSEX 



Parabellum 




Thousands of kits and 

collectables. Large 
selection of scale boats 
and American car kits 



® 9.30 to 5.30 Mon to Sat (Closed Wed) 



KIT KRAZY / 303 The Broadway. Bexleyheath. Kent DA5 3JS 

www.kitkrazy.com 

W 0208 298 7177 



KENT 



PLASTIC PAST-TIMES 

We only sell plastic model kits, but we have one of the largest 
selections in the country of both current and out of production 
kits! Airfix, Frog, Revell etc Mail order. No lists. 



PLASTIC PAST-TIMES / 95 Commercial Road, Parkstone, 
Poole, BH14 OJD plastic.past-times@ntlworld.com 

01202 746964 



DORSET 



Aircraft, armour, vehicles and figures. Vallejo & Tamiya Paints 
£1 11 to 5.30 Thu. Fri, Sat 



PARABELLUM f 54 Vyse Street, Hockley. Birmingham, 
8I8 6HR www.parabellum.co.uk 

WEST MIDLANDS | W 0121 551 8878 



Simon's Models & Crafts Ltd 



We've got it all, from Academy to Zvezda. 
For ladies we have a crafts range. Come and see us! 

Open every Friday 2pm-6pm & Saturdays I0am-4.30pm. 
For weekday openings call 07988 617289. 



# Unit 1, Topfield Farm, Cambridge Road. Barton, 
Cambs CB23 7AR o lnfo@simonsmodelandcrafls.co.uk 

^ 01223 262426 



CAMBRIDGESHIRE 



Mr Models 



Stockist of all types of plastic model kits. Aztek airbrushes, 
tools, paints & accessories. Mail order. 



MR MODELS / 35 Abbey Road, Bearwood, B67 5RA 
O info@mrmodels.info www.mrmodels.info 

WEST MIDLANDS^ % 01 21 420 2046 






Stockist of all SAM 
Publications titles. 



AVIATION BOOKSHOP / 31-33 Vale Road, Royal Tunbridge 
Welfs, Kent, TN1 1BS www.aviation-bookshop.com 

01892 539284 



KENT 



Monk Bar Model Shop 



Large selection of plastic kits & 1/72nd figures. Plus Corgi, 
Diecasts. Model Railways, Scenics & Scalextric 



MONK BAR MODEL SHOP / 2 Goodramgate, York, Y01 7LQ 
www.collectable-models.co.uk 

01904 659423 



YORKSHIRE 




Stockists of Revell, Dragon, Airfix. Zveda and Itateri 
www.shtewsburymodels.co.uk 



SHREWSBURY MODEL CENTRE / Knights Way. Battlefield 
EntPk, Shrewsbury. SY1 3AB 

01743 464004 



SHROPSHIRE 



JUST ADD IMAGINATION 



Huge range ot plastic kits from Tamiya. Dragon. Haleri, 
Academy, Trumpeter, AFV Club, Hobbyboss. Hasegawa plus 
many more, Tamiya and Vellejo paints, Mig pigments plus a 
range of glues and tools 



JUST ADD IMAGINATION / 4 The Square, Botley. 
Southampton, S030 2EA *€t www.justaddimagination.co.uk 

^01489 781177 



HAMPSHIRE 



Sand-Scratchers.com 

Model Kits, Books & Magazines 



•Royal Talens Art Supplies • Model Rail 
• Woodland Scenics Buildings 
• Tools & Equipment etc 



Credit Cards, Mail Order & Loyalty Discount Scheme in 5tore 
33 Marine Terrace, Margate Kent 



Marcway Models 



Everything for the modeller. Also, obsolete and secondhand 
models $ Mon to Sat 9.30 to 5.00 Est. 40 yrs 



MARCWAY MODELS & HOBBIES / 598-600 Attercliffe 
Road, Sheffield, S9 3QS www.marcway.co.uk 

0114 244 9170 



YORKSHIRE 




ANNANTS 



Stockists of the largest range of Plastic, Resin and Vac-form 
kits. Manufacturers from Academy to Zvezda. 



Unit 2. Hurricane Ind Est, Grahame Park Way. Colindale. 
London NW9 5NQ «Q> www.hannants.co.uk 

^ 020 8205 6697 



LONDON (NORTH) 



The Aviation Hobby Shop 



Wide range of plastic and vacuform kits and aviation 
magazines/books. Mail order within the UK post free. 



AVIATION HOBBY SHOP / 4 Horton Parade. Horton Rd. 
West Drayton, Middlesex UB7 8EA ^J. www.tahs.com 

01895 442123 



MIDDLESEX 



Creative Models Ltd 



Stockists of HobbyBoss, Vallejo. MiG Prod, Maslerbox, ICM, 
Miniart. HAT, Dragon, Italeri, Airfix and many more. 



Unit 3/4. Honeysome Ind Est. Honeysome Road, 
Cambridgeshire, PE16 6TG «©. www.creativemodels.co.uk 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE I S 01354 760022 



City Cycle Centre 



We stock a selection of plastic kits from Airfix, Revell, 
Tamiya. Italeri and Hasegawa, also paint from Humbrol 



CITY CYCLE CENTRE / 7 Market Street, Ely, 
Cambs, CB7 4PB rsi models@citycyclecentre.com 

® 01353 663131 



CAMBRIDGESHIRE 



M 0 T R BOO S 



www.motorbooks.co.uk 
Europe's Best Transport Bookshop 



MOTOR BOOKS LONDON f Aviation, Naval, Military Dept. 
13-15 Cecil Court London, WC2N 4AN 

020 7836 5376 



LONDON 



LSA Models 



Retailer & Importer/Distributor of Eduard and Aires 
® Mon to Sat 9.00 to 5.30. Mail Order. 



LSA MODELS / 151 Sackville Road, Hove, East Sussex, 
BN3 3HD www.lsamodels.co.uk 

^01273 705420 



EAST SUSSEX 



Nostalgic Plastic 



www.NostalgicPlastic.com 
contactus@nostalgicplastic.com 



NOSTALGIC PLASTIC / PO. Box 356, Gambrills, 
MD 21054 USA 

+1 410 672 7159 



Readers! We know that over 60% of you prefer to buy from your local hobby shop. When you next visit your local store please mention that you saw them in this magazine. If 
your local store is not in this directory, please let us know. 
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Have you got a website? Then reach nearly three million active hobbyists a year for less than £2,20 a day Email chris@sampublications.com to find out how. 



Aircraft * Armor • Naval 



VJSA 



Sprue Brothers Models LLC 

Models 

www . spruebrothers . com 

Kits • Aftermarket Accessories ■ Supplies 
Jhe new- jUutdatd ui outitte heOBif ihappiitty 



Mooetsgu 



uiuiw.models2u.co.uk 
Kits, Figures and Accessories 

iuanlmodcls(*models2u co.uk Tel, 01543 433999 

UK-based with worldwide shipping 
Excellent lange slocked - Secure on-line ordering 




www.a2zeemodels.co.uk 

+44 (0) 1506 416 444 

Great Deals 



Home to Alley Cat and other unique ranges 




(phoenix precision) 



Phoenix Precision Paints Ltd 

THE U.K.s ONLY Professional 
Model Paint Manufacturer. 

www.phoenix-paints.co.uk 



Modellers Assistant 

Your all-in-one modelling companion for the PC. 

* Organise Projects and Stock 

* Catalogue and link your reference material to projects 

* Includes information on over 10,000 kits cross 
referenced to more than 5,00 aftersales parts 

* Over 8,000 paints cross referenced 
between manufacturers 

* Free updates via the Internet (or £5 for quarterly CO) 

Plus much more. For windows XP and Vista 

www.modellersassistant.co.uk 



H 

Tempting selection of 
kits from Revell, 
Airfix, Trumpeter, 
Voca Gran. . . 



ie Model Catalogue 

/.themodelcatalogue.com/sam.htm 




. . .and innovative 
modelling accessory 
solutions, tools 
and ideas 




v<ijc rtudrb 



www.vmandm.com 



SENTAI INTERNATIONAL 

sr.xu: model proditts srrruFR to the homos iiorrv shops 

_ " 15.000 kits, decals, books. 

- pK finishing products, Sci-Fi, rosin. 
■ --- : —-_z~±r^ vinyl & collectible products. 
•' ^ ; ". ; :: : "v':'::::-:-: ; -\ WHOLESALE 

TEL 4818) 886-3113 
- - < FAX (818) 886-2551 

" " ■ KWM^B] SS.iy Shirln \wniw. XorthridRe. C \ 9H2A 

www.plasticmodels.com - 




Tel 01962 866520 



Your Online Destination for 



Yahoo! Store ^ 




Great Hobby Products 

wwwinternefhob 



fiJjJJ. 



9eddingbaus-©ecals 




We produce your decals 
on request, just asked us 

TeL 0049-2372-503708 





HOBBY 



Big discounts offered on 
our secure website 



Megahobby.com offers a 
huge selection of plastic 
model kits and supplies 

Complete Verlinden line 
of models 

Worldwide shipping 



WWW.MEGAH0BBY.COM 

YOUR ONLINE SOURCE 




eduard 


^^^^^^^^^ 


Luxury Kits 

www.eduard.com 



^ MATADOR MODELS 

b D ^ and Airfield Accessories ranges 



M|| AirfleU Aiwmmla 14 llfc. t72nd I . 
•ctlc r«DB«* of BritUb and frrrmaa »*rfleld 



www.matadormodels.co.uk 




DISCOVER REVELL 



www.revell.de 






New Wave of Japanese Hobby Online Shop! 



Hobby Supermarket 




WWW.hwjapan.com 




Specializing in white 
metal landing gear 

" ' l H 3795 Shady Hill Drive, 
Dallas, Texas 75229, USA 
+1 (214)477-7163 

■ 



www.scaleaircraftconversions.com 



mod6lsforsalG.com qaoshima Midi 




D-HCmL 



Specialists in New, Discontinued and Secondhand 
Plastic Model Kits, Military Books and Accessories. 
Full range of Humbrol, Tamiya and Revel/ Paints. 

www.modelsforsale.com 

sales@modelsforsale.com 



Models For Sole Ltd 

Unit 3, Dean Close, Rounds, 

Wellingborough, Northants, NN9 6BD 



All images used in this advert aro copyright of thou rospoctivo owner* 



Online Secure 
Ordering 

Real time 
stock levels 



Tel: 01933 622654 
Fax: 01933 622644 



Readers! We know that over 70% of you are connected to the internet. When you next visit your preferred website, please mention that you saw the domain address in our 
magazines. 
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■ Questions lo Contributors 

If you have a Question or query you wish to faise with any 
of the contributes lo this magazine, they should be made 
IN Y/fHTIHG to the SAM Publications sAfass. ferther the 
Editor nor any of the contributors are at SAM Publications 
on a daily Oasts and (he Editor asks lor all enquirers to 
appreciate this fact and be patient. Please underctand 
that the staff at SAM Publications do not have access to 
the information you require and therefore cannot answer 
your quesions on Ihe phone. Pease enclose a stamped 
SAE with ail enquiries, if you anticipate a reply Thank you. 

■ Samples for Review 

Scale Aviation Modeller Intematonal is always happy to 
review new products wiftfl its pages. Any item which you 
feel is appropriate will be gwn dje consideration for 
inclusion in the Hfc Any company, trade representative, 
importer, distributor or shop which wishes to have 
products reviewed within Scale Aviation Modeller 
International should send them directly to the editorial 
address and clearly mart; them for the attention of the 
Editor. Confirmation of receipt of the samples will be 
supplied if requested. For all international companies etc 
the above applies, but please ensure that the package is 
clearly marked for customs as a sample, free of charge* 
to reduce the risk of unnecessary delays. Thank you, 

■ Company/Suppliers Addresses & Enquiries 

Please note that the Editor and staff at SAM Publicatons 
cannot helo v*ith general enquires about contact details for 
companies, importers or model shops whose products 
may be mentioned in Scale Aviation Modeller International 
if the address information is not included with the review 
etc. Please check the advertisements in this journal for all 
suitable UK sources and only contact the firm directly rf it 
is noted flat there is *No UK stockist". We are sorry, but 
we cannot help wnh details of companies which do not 
advertise in this magazine. Also note that neither the 
E*tof nor contributors will undertake specific or general 
aviation research lor enquirers. Thanh you. 



Copyright Warning 

Due to the growing misuse and breach of copyright 
apparent on the web SAM Pubri:atons gives notce that 
no-one is permitted lo reprodw* in any way (in original 
form or 'modified! anything published in Hits, or previous 
editions of (his magaane. All design, layout and studio 
photography is the copyright of SAM Publications. AH 
profiles scale plans and supporting photographs are the 
copyright of the individual authors. None of tnese may be 
used without prior written agreement from both Ihe 
author/artist and SAM Publications* Infringement U a 
breach of international law, so if you see items posted on 
the web from this magazine other than on the official SAM 
Pub! cations websne [sampubtieat ons term [feast MMM 
the publisher immediately 



SAM PUBLICATIONS 

© SAM Publications 2009 

All rights reserved- No part of this 
publication may be reproduced or 
transmitted (including posting to a 
website) in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopy, recording, or any other 
information storage and retrieval 
system, without prior permission in 
writing from the publishers. 



Contacts 



Academy 

www.academy.co.kr 



Aerocast 

www.aerocast.co.uk 
office.aerocast@yahoo.co.uk 
+44 (0) 7849443354 
37 Haslemere Close Bury 
St. Edmunds 
Suffolk IP32 7QJ 

Aeroclub 

www.aeroclub-models.com 

Airbrush Co 

'Aiww.airbrushes.com 
Unit 7 Marlborough Road, Lancing 
Business Park, Lancing, West Sussex, 
BN15 8UF 

+44 (0) 8700 660 445 
Aires 

'Aww.aires.cz 
+420 476 103 963 

Amodel 

IBG, Spolka Jawnaul. Benedykta Hertza 
2,04-603 Warsaw Poland 
+48 (22)815 91 50 



Avionix 

mvw.squadron.com 
AZ Models 
www.legatokits.cz 
+420 (0) 272 940948 



Broplan 

broplan@wp.pl 



Choroszy 

www.modelbud.pl 



CMK 

CMK Kits S.R.O. Pod Strani 2167/24 
100 00 Praha 10 Czech Republic 
www.cmkkits.com 

Dragon 

www.dragorvmodels.com 

DRAW Decals 

www.drawdecal.com 

3524 17th Avenue South, Minneapolis, 

MN 55407 

Eduard 

www.eduard.com 
+420 476118668 

Freightdog 

www.freightdogmodels.co.uk 



Hasegawa 

www.hasegawa-model.co.jp 
HobbyBoss 

www.hobbybo5S.com 
info@hobbyboss.com 

Ian Allan 

www.ianallanpublishing.com 
ICM 

www.icm.com.ua 
italeri 

www.italeri.com 

Kinetic Models 

www.luckymodel.com 

Kits at War 

www.kitsatwar.nl 
info@kitsatwar.nl 



Mark 1/4+ 

www.4pluspublications.com 
PO Box 10 CZ-100 31 
Prague 10 Strasnice 
Czech Republic 
markl@cmail.cz 
+420 241 765 158 

MDC 

01773 51344 

www.modeldesignconstruction.com 

Midland Publishing 

www.ianallanpublishing.com 

Mike Grant Decals 

www.mikegrantdecals.com 



Mushroom 




www.mmpbooks.biz 




+44 (0)1582 792126 




Osprey 




www.ospreypublishing.com 




Pacific Coast Models 




www.pacmodels.com 




+1 707-538-4850 





Pacific Coast Models 

www.pacmodels.com 
+ 1 707-538-4850 



Parabellum 

0121 551 8878 
sales@parabellum.co.uk 



Peddinghaus 

www.peddinghaus-decals@web.de 
Pegasus 

www.freightdogmodels.co.uk 
Pheon Models 

Pheon.models@hotmail.co.uk 



PJ Productions 

www.pjproductions.net 



Planet 

www.cmkkits.com 



Platz 

www. platz-hobby. com 



Quick & Easy 

www.cmkkits.com 



Quickboost 

www.aires.cz 
+420 476 103 963 



Revell 

www.revell.de 

+49 (0)5223 - 965 0 



RS 

www.rsmodels.cz 



Silver Cloud 

www.freightdogmodels.co.uk 

Silver Wings 

www.silverwings.pl 

silverwings@silverwings.pl 

ul. Serbska 2/15 Krakow 30-680 

Poland 

Special Hobby 

www.mpm.cz 



Squadron 

www.squadron.com 



Techmod 

+48 32 2643692 

www.techmod.com.pl 

techmod@techmod.com.pl 

Trumpeter 

www.trumpeter-china .com 
info@trumpeter-china.com 

Ultracast 

www.ultracast.ca 
Vingtor 

www.vingtor.net 
Whirlybird 

Christ Church Vicarage Doncaster 
Road, Ardsley, Barnsley, South 
Yorkshire, S71 5EF 
+44 (0)1226 203784 
rgrevans@compuserve.com 



AVIATfmt 
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L / I International 



ADVERTISERS 



Superscale 

www.squadron.com 
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Scale Aviation Modeller International is 
published monthly by SAM Publications 
and is distributed to the news trade on 
the second last Saturday of each month. 
Next on sale 25 APRIL 2009 
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AIRFIX 








THE NEW AIRFIX 1:48 SCALE 

ENGLISH ELECTRIC CANRERRA PR.9 

This 1 :48 scale type of the multi-faceted Canberra family was developed as the photo-reconnaissance version and 
successfully served in the RAF for many years. Chile took the aircraft after the Falklands War and this kit features 
markings for both this airforce and the RAF. B - 

www.airfix.com 






4IPHX 




Airfix catalogue out now! 
Join the Airfix Club 

www.airfix.com 





A Hornby Product 



Airbrushes, parts and servicing of top brands including 
Iwata, Badger, Paasche and Premi-Air 



iwata— 



.1 



Iwata Revolution TR1 




Tiiq g e 



Unsurpassed Performance & Control. 
Unrivalled technical support. 
10 Year UK Warranty and 20% off 
servicing & repairs on Iwata airbrushes 

when purchased from an authorised UK dealer. 

Airb mslies * cc i n/ p aituet; p l\ p 

II nisi en Ihte llfet the tujllei is ttui one el oui euiiicais-eu ceelem. 



Exclusive to the UK! 

iwata 

Re i/o I lm tinn 



7 



Beware off ) 
Imitations J 



rbrushe 



.coiu/bevvde.plip 



IW-RV-TRO 




Features 



0.2mm nozzle 



Dual-action 



Side-feed with 
7ml cup 

• Unique pistol 
trigger grip 

Internal-mix 



LIFECOLOR 



ACRYLIC HOBBY COLORS 



Custom 
Grip 
Handle 

Fits Iwata 
Revolution TR 





Illtl.l.VHi 



New External MAC Valve 

Infinite Control 
of airflow 

Fits all Iwata 
airbrushes 





a o u c 



Artool 



ACTIVE SURFACE AGENTS 



°Mpany, \ 



The Airbrush Company is the UK distributor of Iwata-Medea and Artool products. Please contact us for details of your nearest stockist. 

The Airbrush Company Ltd., Marlborough Road, Lancing Business Park, Lancing, West Sussex BN15 8UF 

vvvi'vv7\iit>mshes.cein IteL GIBUS 7671500 Ksksfe@fitlbltU5lU2^et2lu 



